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CHAP. I. . 

IN WHICH THE READER WILL FIND OURr 
HEROINE SUFFICIENTLY MORTIFIED. 



DURING Mr. Nettleby's altercation with 
our little Crookback, Rofina^s feelings were 
more painful than can be exprefled. Torn by a 
contrariety of feelings, her judgment pointed out 
to her the propriety of acquiefcing in Fitzofborne's 
defire; but her tendernefs for Lord Raymond 
v^ ilifled its diSates. There feemed, befides, fome- 
. thing arbitrary and tyrannical in the procedure of 
,^ Fitzofborne ; and the whole tenor of his conduct 
difplayed an afperity fo harfli and forbidding, fo 
^ unlike the geqtlenefs of affedion fhe had once 
^>Nv. Vol. IV. B been 
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been accu domed to receive from him> and which 
Ihe had ever till then connected with his idea, that 
Ihe fhrunk from the purpofe of condgning herfelf 
to his guardian/hip with a difmay and terror which, 
ftrongly co-operating with her averfenefs io be 
feparated from Lord Raymond, determined her to 
rejeil the meafure. 

«« Fitzofbcrne 2nd Lord Raymond, meantime, 
equally engrofled by their own reflexions, and in- 
attentive to the converfation, had, from time to 
time, regarded each other with looks of mutual 
dii'approbation and diftruft. Silence prevailed for 
fome minutes after Nettleby's departure, and might 
have continued much longer, had it not been in- 
terrupted by Mr. Hume, who, perfe^y free from 
the painful and perturbed emotions which agitated 
the bofoms of his three companions, retained aH 
his natural gaiety and indifference. 

*< Pray, (faid he to Auftin, who fliH continued 
in the room,) who is that curious little genius 
that has thrown my wife uncle into fuch a mortal 
panic ?" 

«* That's young 'Squire Evelyn, Sir, (replied 
Auftin i) and, Lord knows, though he ran with 

fuch 
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fuch 9, rig about getting his honour's throat cut, 
he has no more notion of fuch a thing than the 
child unborn; only be*s a little arch and unlucky^ 
in a manner." 

«« It is ftrange, (faid Hume,) that with all the 
old gentleman's boafted wifdom and fagacity, he 
can fcarcely fic half an hour in company, without 
embroiling himfclf in a quarrel, and fubjefting 
himfelf to inconvenience,'* 

, « Aye, to be fure, (replied Auftin,) quarrel- 
fome dogs will always get dirty coats : there's ng 
helping thofe things ; and his honour was always 
fomehow very objiropolous in himfelf, as it were. 
Many's the good time that he could hardly be kept 
from falling on me, tooth and nail, and tearing the 
beard off me; not, I am fure, that ever I gave 
him no fort of offence, as far as I can remember 
of it." 

•* I am grown really uneafy about him, ((aid 
Hume.) Come, Mn Fitzofbornc, on every ac^ 
count it will be expedient for us to (horten our 
vifit: I believe its length has already been rather 
irkfoa^e to Mifs Mortimer." 

B 2 « I only 
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" I only wait for your commands. Madam,'* 
(aid FiCzoiborne, riflng as he fpoke. 

" My commands, Sir!" faid Rofina, in -falt- 
ering accents. 

** Yes, Madam, I wait to be informed, whether 
you ftill jetain afFe£lion enough for my mother, 
to influence you to yield to her folicitations, and 
accompany me to Ireland." 

« Affeflion for your mother! (faid Rofina.) 
Can you, for a fingle inftant, diftruft my attach- 
ment, and not defpife and abhor me as the mod 
loft and abandoned of the human race !" 

*' ProfelEons (returned Fitzofborne) are very 
light; and weak indeed muft be the mind that can 
be influenced by them, if, when brought to the 
teft, they are not corroborated by the lefs equi- 
vocal teftimonies of our adtions." 

<« But why (faid Rofina) this violent precipi- 
tation ! I will certainly return to Ireland ; but 
my objeftions to refiding beneath the roof of your 
father, ftill continue in iheir full force. My fi- 
tuation was heretofore fufficiently degrading and 

humi- 
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humiliating ; but now No, I can never con- 

fent to it.'* 

** All circumftances confidered, Madam, (faid 
Hume, who had certainly once greatly preferred 
Rofma, and whofe pride was a good deal hurt, to 
think fhe had an illicit connexion with another, 
in preference to an honourable union with himfelf, 
as he liad reafon to fuppofe (he had,) all circum- 
ftances confidered, I believe you will not be re- 
duced to the neceffity of refufing. Scandal is fo 
very infeftious, that it is apt even to fully the pu- 
rity of the approaching objedts : and ladies of un- 
blemifhed reputation are generally fufficiently fe- 
dulous to fhun fo dangerous a conteft." 

" Scandal ! (repeated Rofina, in great emo- 
tion j) I don't conceive you. I know not — -— 
I.am unable to conjecture what circumftance in 
my condudl can have authorized any injurious 
imputations." 

" Faith, Madam, I am no great 'connoifleur in 
- thefe matters : I generally leave them to be decided 
by the awful tribunal of the tea-tab}e. But the 
tabbies who prefide there are fo malicioufly cen- 
sorious in their inferences, that a young lady who 
B 3 makes 
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makes an elopement from her friends, and Is found 
fome months afterwards enjoying a fentimental fe- 
clufion with her favourite Philander, in ^ folitary 
cottage^ is in no little danger of incurring their 
cenfures.'* 

This ironical and fevere fpcech, which inftantly 
opened Rofina's eyes, not only to the er^;ors of 
her paft condu£i, bat to the horrors of her prefent , 
fituation, overwhelmed her with fuch anguifh and 
confuHon, thai;, had her confcicnce joined in the 
accufation, and tedifted to the reality of the im- 
puted guilt, her feniations could not have been 
much more poignant. Wbilft her whole frame 
was convulfed with the agitation of her mind, flie 
in vain attempted to open her trembling lips in 
her vindication. Almoft fuffocated,^ and gafping 
for breath, her he^d funk on the table near which 
ihe CiU 

Lord Raymond had beheld the foregoing fccne 
with confliding emotions; and his policy had 
ftruggled with the indignation which would have 
incited him to take an adive part in it. But, ^ 
whilft he pitied Rofma's diftrefs, he lamented not 
its occafion. Reputation he well knew to be one 
€f the ftrongeft bulwarks of female honour ; de- 
prived 
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prived of that fu| port, and become an obje£l of ' 
contempt to the friends by whom fhe had been 
accuilomed to be cherifhed with tendernefs, nay, 
even beloved to idolatry ; betrayed, too, by a fond 
partiality,^ " a traliereus pajjton lodged in her own 
hojom-j* fate feemed to confpire with his artifices, 
to force her into his arms: and with joyful anti* . 
cipation he exulted in the approaching accomplifh« 
ment of all his wi(hes. 

With fenfations far different had this fcene been 
viewed by young Fitsofborne. Though many 
corroborating circutnftances, which ihall hereafter 
be related, bad concurred almoft to force him to 
believe her guilty, that charity which ^^ hopeth all 
things," that amiable candour, fo loth to abandon 
to calumny the objeA of its efteem, fo unwilling 
to be influenced by appearvnces, often /allaciousy 
even ivhen apfiarently the ftrongeft, co-operated 
with a motive ftill more prevalent, to perfuade 
him to hope almoft in defpite of convi6b'6n« Yet, 
confcious that he flattered himfclf in defiance of 
reafon, icafible that attradions, fuch as Rofina's, 
might bias even the decifions of age and expe- 
rience, his j.udgment, like a fcv ere judge, refufed 
its aflent to the pleadings of his fofter feelings, 
and maintained its empire with a rigid fternnefs. 
B 4 Neither 
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Neither wholly condemning, as appearances mfgl 
have inclined him to, nor entirely acquitting ; 
the advocates in his bofom would have perfuadc 
him to do, he deferred deciding on the caufe unt 
a day of future trial might afford him leiftire fc 
impartial inveftigation. Her loveh'nefs, mean 
time, aflerted its i^atural claim to admiration : he 
frailty, if fhe had been fiail, was not of a nature t 
exclude her from compaifion ; and her fufTering 
uiofl forcibly excited his fympathy.* 

" Will you come, Mr. Fitzolborne ? (feic 
Hume.) It is half paft ten; and you may eafil) 
perceive the length of our viftt is highly difireiling 
to Mifs Mortimer, fiefides, I am exceedingly 
uneafy about this good uncle of mine, who feems 
to have fet out in purfuit of an ignis fatuus. I 
lhan*t be much furprifed to find him ftuck in a 
quagmire half a dozen miles diftant.'* 

Fitzofborne arofe, and followed Hume a few 
fteps towards the door ; then flopping irrefolutely, 
and looking back at Rofina, he faid, in a foftened 
accent, << And is this, then^ the mefTage I muft 
bear to my mother ?*' 

Rofina 
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Rofina raifed her head, and endeavoured to re* 
ply; but fomething rifing in her throat, denied 
her words a paflage. 

" I left Ireland (refumed Fitzofbome, in an 
agitated tone) in the fond expedation of reftoring 
to my mother the favourite of her hearty to my-« 
felf, the fweet companion of my youth ! But (he 
difallows thefe titles ; ihe refufes to acknowledge 
the claims of our friendChip; ihe prefers an cb* 
fcure retreat to the afylum of her infancy ^ the — 
(paufing for a word,) fociety, ihall I call it? I 
would ufe, if I could avoid it, no ungentle term> 
of ftrangers, to the folicitations of tendernefs, to 
the united incitements of honour, wealth, and 
iame/' 

<* Sir, (faid Lord Raymond, who thought 
himfelf glanced at by Fitzofborne in this ad- 
drefs, and who, befide, beheld in him a formidable 
rival, and dreaded the influence of his perfuafion,] 
when the parent of Mife Mortimer bequeathed her 
to the prote£lion'of Mrs. Fitzofborne, it is to be 
prefumed (he configned her to her guardianfhip, as 
a ward, to be cheriihed- and prote6):edy not as a 
flave, to be fettered and in{ulted» Acquainted^ as 
it is to be fuppofcd you are, with her motives for 
B 5 leaving: 
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leaving Ireland, you cannot be furprired at her fe- 
ludance to return to a place from which (he was 
driven by indignity, infuiFerable to any bread that 
retained one fpark of laudable fpirit, one generous 
wi(h for independence j and it is not very won- 
derful, that the injurious treatment (he has this 
night met with fhould have augmented, rather than 
diminifhed that repugnance." 

<< You feem very intimately acquainted with 
Mifs Mor tiller's affairs, (faid FitzofbomC) with 
an air of refentful chagrin j but, were you in re- 
ality her friend, you might reprefcnt to her how 
much more confiilent with honour and propriety 
would be a refidence, if not immediately with her 
friends, at leaft under their infpeflion, and fane* 
tioned by their countenance, than an obfcure re« 
treat, expofed to the difadvantages of indigence, 
and covered with the fhadows of obloquy." 

<« And to what agreeable retirement is Mift 
Mortimer to be fentenced on her return to'Ire- 
land? (replied Lord Raymond, farcaftically.) This 
gentleman (turning to Humei) very plainly infi- 
nuates, that, after the fcandalous deviations of 
which (be has been guilty, (he is not to indulge 
the prefumptUous hope of a defloration to her 

former 
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former fituation in Mrs. Fitzolborne's fiunily, as 
the immaculate purity of that lady's charafter 
would fufFer pollution from the contagion of her 
indifcretion. Is (he then to look, forward to that 
pleafant and eligible eftablifhment in the Magda-«> 
lene Afylum, which fhe was promifed by the old 
gentleman who juft now quitted us ?'* 

** To what (he is to look forward, may perhaps 
depend on yourfclf, (returned Fitzofborne, fierce- 
ly ;) if you know her to be innocent, ftand forth 
boldly in her vindication; if you wifli her to be 
happy, embrace the means that are calculated to 
render her fo, by filencing the fuggeftions of ca- 
lumny, and wiping off the ft^ins of dishonour 
which your own aifiduities, innocent as they may 
poflibly have been, have affixed to her reputation* 
Anfwer me in the prefence of this gentleman, Do 
you know Mifs Mortimer to be innocent of the 
crime that is laid to her charge ?** 

^ And pray, Sir, (faid Lord Raymond,) by wfcafe 
right do you prefu^ne to inferrogate me ? But 1 
ihall find another mode of anfwering queftions fo 
little to the purpde," 

B 6 «« Lord 
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<« Lord Raymond, (fald Fitzofborne, with a 
manly firmnefs,) I came not here to embroil m]^ 
felf in a quarrel : I would leave to wild beaft$ 
that favage and fanguinary vengeance which is a 
difgrace to the human fpecies. I would addrefs 
you as a man ; and as a man I would be anfwered* 
I appeal to your reafonand your confcience^ I call 
upon your humanity to aflert the caufe of injured 
innocence; and upon your juftice^ to arife in its 
vindication. Any dFence I may have given you, 
and I meant not to give you any, cannot cancel 
the obligations of principles fo facred, or authorize 
the fuppreffion of a truth on which all the future 
happinefs of this young perfon may depend. WiU 
3K>u then declare, upon your honour, that you be*^ 
lieve Rofina Mortimer to he innocent?'* 

" Innocent!'* befitated Lord Raymond, wha 
was greatly difconcerted at this addrefs^ 

Much as it was his intereft to propagate the 
opinion of Rofina*s frailty, it was no wonder that 
he (hould be ave^fe to countenancing it in her 
prefence.. He therefore thought it advifeable to 
fteer a middle courfe. and to evade the truth which 
he did not dare to violate* 

•« lano- 
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•* Innocent I (repeated he ;) the term is equi. 
vocal. I can, however, declare, upon my honoury 
that I think Mifs Mortimer an angel> the lovelieft 
of women!** 

Fltzofborne frowned> and bit his lip. 

•« Your reply is evafive, my Lord, (laid he i) 
but if . " He flopped abruptly. 

« I think mtj Sir, (returned Lord Raymond^ 
with an air of pleafantry.) I faid Mils Mortimer 
was an angel ^ ^Qd angels, you know, are in* 
jiocent." 

«* Aye, but, my Lord, (faid Hume,) there have 
been fallen angels.'^ 

« And I think there are ftiU I'^ (faid Fitz- 
ofborne^ cafting a troubled and reproachful glanoe 
at Rofina.) Come,^ Mr.. Hume,, I am ready to> 
attend you,'* 

They went towards the door.. 

« Stay, flay \ (cried Rofina, luddenly Ipringuig 
from her feat^^ whilil Lord Raymond caught her 
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hand to hold her back j) Fitzolborne, in pity, in 

compaffion, I conjure you not to leave me.*' 

« 

Fitzolborne was flying to her, when Hume caught 
his armj and forcibly deuined him. 

<< O, for a little cotton, to clofe your ears a* 
gainft the voice of the fyren! (cried he.) But 
that would be infuilicient : a bandage over the 
eyes would be no lefs neceflary. For (hame !'' 

^< Yet, once more, (faid Fitzo(borne> almoft 
panting for breath,) Roiina, can you then yield i 
Will you then confent to return with me to Ire- 
land ! Whatever you are, whatever your conduit 
may have been, (he continued, in a hoarfe ^nd in- 
terrupted voice,) I^feel that you are ftill dear to 
me ! Fallen, though, perhaps you are ; perhaps f 
Ah, would I ftill flatter myfelf j ftill fliut my eyes 
againft the fun, the fun I No> rather the light- 
ening that blafts them 1 Yet, there are degrees 
inmifery; there are gradations in guilt j the cxt 
tremes are horrible ! Fain would I ftill fave 
you !" 

« Save me ! (exclaimed Rofina, wildly) from what 

Merciful Heaven, what language is this ? New to 

6 my 
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my ears; piercing to my foul! Gradations in 
guilt ; extremes in mifery ! What mifery can 
furpafs that which I feel at this moment ! But to 
guUt I am^ thank Heaven^ a ftranger/* 

<* Rofina, will you then return with me to Ire- 
land ?'* faid Fitzolborne. 

• " What, (cried Rofina,) to be dragged thither 
•like a culprit I loaded with afperfion; on flight 
appearances fentenced to ignominy; condemned 
without proof; calumniated ; vilified ! What have 
I done ? Who are my accufers ? To Ireland ! 
Inftead of being welcomed with tender endear- 
ments, to be received with ftern feverity, to liften 
to harfh recrimination, inftead of the efFuiions of 
tendernefs ! Inftead of partial commendation, ta 
reproachful reviling ! Oh, no, never F Sooner 
would 1 hide my head beneath a mountain. 0> 
Tiow it burns ! Would to Heaven> it were there 
already!'' 

« I cannot leave her, (faid Fitzoflwrne, ftriving; 
to difengage himfelf from Hume ;) I cannot defert 
her in this dreadful agitation^" 

« You 
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" You may very (afdy, (returned Humej) yoo 
leave her in good hands. I am fure this gentle* 
man has abundance of good-nature> and will do 
all in his power to footh and tranquillize her.. 
I dare fay he will ftay here all night with her." 

Fitzofl)ome> ftarting at a fuggeftion which had 
been artfully thrown in to excite his indignation, 
l-ufhed out of the houfe, and flew towards their inn 
with fuch rapidity, that Hume, finding it very in- 
convenient to move with equal velocity, flackened 
bis pace, and followed him at hi& leifure. 

^( Stay, (cried Rofina, as he left the room;) 
O, day, Fitzofborne ! Forfeke me not ! Aban- 
don me not to mifery ! 1 will go with you ! I 
will do any thing! O, return, Fitzofborne J 
Leave me not in this cruel agitation I" 

She would have flown out of the houfe in pur- 
fuit of him, had flie not been forcibly prevented by 
Lord Raymond* 

« Why thefe frantic efFufions, (faid he,) thefe 

mean and unworthy conceliions to a man who has 

.thus recently infulted and viliified you ? What* 

evar 
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ever obligations you might have formerly owed 
thefe Fitzoftornes, the treatment you have this 
night received, has more than cancelled them. 
Act, then, with fpirit, aflert your independence, 
and throw off the yoke which this tyrannic family 
would impofe on you." 

<* What yoke ? Whom call you tyrannic ? 
(faid Rofina, wildly.) O, my friend, my bene- 
fadrefs, why did I ever leave you ! Yet you will 
ftill receive me ; ft ill, in defiance of calumny, credit 
my aflertions of my innocence. Why are you 
here, my Lord ? Go, leave me inftantly. Would 
to Heaven I had never feen you ! Uo^. and fee 
me no more !" 

<< Cruel Rofma! (faid Lord Raymond;.) recall 
that wiih, revoke that interdiction. How have I 
merited this fe verity ? Is it thus you reward my 
tendernefs and fidelity ?" 

<< I know not what you have merited, (returned 
Rofina i) but juft now, when folemnly adjured by 
Fitzolborne to vindicate my innocence, if my 
fenfes deceived me. not, you evaded the required, 
juftificationi you prevaricated !'^ 

« Pre* 
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«« Prevaricated? (returned Lord Raymond. X 
faid you were an angel, and, as an angel, innocenu 
Was that prevarication ? Your rccolleclioa' wan- 
ders, Rofina. When it returns, it will bear teftU 
mony to the truth of my aflertion." 

" May be fo, (faid Rofma j) my recolleflion 
does indeed wander ; but I ftill retain enough to 
be confcious of the impropriety of your continuing 
here. Pray leave mc.*' 

<< Shall I then fee you to-morrow morning?*^ 

*< For a moment, perhaps, juft to bid jo\i 
adieu." 

« Adieu, Rofina?" 

<< Ves; my rdblution is -fixed} and your ef- 
forts to fhake it will be frui^left. I will accom- 
pany Fitzofborne to Ireland. Through a weak 
and arrogant reliance on my own judgment, I have 
erred ; too late 1 fee and feel it ! I was unfit to 
be trufled with the guidance of my own conduct. 
What then remains for me, but to return to my 
fciend, acknowledge my fault, throw myfelf on her 

com- 



R SI N A. 1^ 

compafBon, and J)romife, for the future, an implicit 
obedience to her wiihes V* 

« This ftrange determination (faid Lord Ray* 
mend) will appear to you on refleflion — — " 

** Spare your oljeiSions, (interrupted Rofina ;) 
they will be of no avail. Gratitude, reafan, and 
confcience concur in pointing out to me the path 
I ought to tread/* 

« Yet, for my fake, Rofina, ——•* 

«* For your fake, my Lord ! And what are 
you, that require of me the facriEce of thofe fiicred 
principles ! You, to whom but two months fince 
I was a ftranger ! Would to Heaven, I had ft ill 
continued fo I You, on whofe account my re* 
putation has been wounded j and my heart at this 
moment -^robs with angui& I That I have been 
partial to you, I deny not ; fuch denial would be 
vain. But, can you fuppofe me to be fo weak and 
worthlefs, fo divefted of principle, fo loft to gra« 
titude, as to fuffer a frivolous partiality to rife in 
competition with every refpedlable duty, and alie« 
nate my affedion from the protcdbefs of my in- 
fancy !" 

Auftina 
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Auftin, who had viewed with amaze the tranf- 
aflions of the evening, and who ftill continued in 
his corner, as if rivetted there by filent aftonifli- 
ment, now (lowly advanced towards Rofina, and 
dropping on his knees bcfide her, preffed her hands 
to his lips, and wetted them with his tears. Rofina 
caught the infe<5tion ; (he leaned on his (boulder, 
and her tears flowed abundantly.'* 

" Auftin, (faid (he,) arife early in the morning, 
feek Fitzo(borne, bid him return to me, tell him 
he will find me prepared to comply with all his 
wi(hes.'* 

<< So then, (faid Lord Raymond, with unaffe£l« 
ed vexation,) you have refolved to abandon me/* 

♦ ** Not to abandon ysuj my Lord, but to adhere 
to my duty, to retrieve, if pofiible, the errors I 
have committed, and recover the efteem I have 
forfeited, — Auftin, you muft be early/* 

« Aye, that I will, (faid Auftin.) Thank God! 
thank God 1 Pleafe the pigs, I'll be with hioi 
before cock-crow!'* 

Lord 
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Lord Raymond \vould ftili have4ii(ruaded RoAiia 
from her purpofe by argument and, importunity; 
bur finding her inflexible in her determination, he 
at length obeyed her repeated commands, and left 
the houfe, almoft defpairing of the accompliibment 
of a plan which, but a few hours before, he had 
regarded almoft with certainty of fuccefs. In the 
rancour of difappointmcnt, and in the rage of ri- 
valry, he returned home, determined to fend a 
challenge to Fitzoiborne. But his prudence foon 
fuggefted to him all the inconvenience to which 
fuch a meafure might fubje£l him: and, tKbugh 
humanity and equity might have pleaded in vain^ 
the refentment which di6lated this mode of ven» 
geance was eafily fubdued by apprehenfion for his 
own perfonal fafety. Many plans were formed by 
him for the detention of Rofina, and rejeded as 
impradicable, in the cpurfe of that fleeplefs night. 
An unexpeded incident, however, reanimated his 
hopes, when they feemed moft in danger of total 
extindtion. 



CHAP. 
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^N EDIFYING EFISTLE* 



IT is unneceflary to fay that Rofina' paiTed a 
night as fleeplefs» and infinitely more wretched. 
She arofe with the dawn ;. and as foon as (he ima-* 
gined the people of the inn were rifen, (he dif- 
patched Auftin'to Fitzo(borne. He returned to 
her in lefs than an hour^ and the length of his 
countenance proclaimed the bad tidings he brought: 
Fitzo(borne and his company bad departed befoie 
day break in the morning. He produced a letter 
which had been left for her j (he eagerly tore the 
ieal, and read as follows : 

HOWEVER hopelefs to myfelf, and irkfomc 
to you, may be the office, I cannot leave the king- 
dom without writing to you. As the delegate of 

my 
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my mother, my words may ftill be heard with 
refpe£lj for the native feelings of your bofom 
tannot yet be totally eradicated, nor the obliga- 
tions of gratitude entirely cancelled. Fallen, tho* 
you are, from the glorious elevation of virtue, yet 
as the lapfe has been recent, the afcent may be 
regained. O, beware of that fatal error which 
teaches your fex to believe there is no medium 
in depravity. Sweet are the encouragements, and 
fcright are the rewards, which Heaven holds out 
jto the returning penitent. Angels fhall rejoice at 
your return to virtue ; hereafter they ihali receive 
you to their holy fociety ; and fhall the vain ar- 
rogance of human creatures prefumptuoufly banilh 
you from their's I Whom God refufes not to 
pardon, (hall men dare to condemn ! Return, 
then, Rofina, to your friends and to yourfelf, to 
the dignity of innocence, and to the duties of hu- 
manity ! Fear no recrimination, no harfh in- 
veQives. I promife you, on the part of my mo- 
ther, a reception as indulgent as if you had never 
erred. Learn to difdain the illiberal prejudices of 
a misjudging world* A thoufand virtues are ftill 
your own. Nothing created is perftSt : the dia- 
mond has flaws; nay, even the fun has fpots. 
Ah, were it not for one blemiih> you would be 
too bright for humanity," 

But 
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But your tranfgref&on^ though venial in its na« 
ture, is fatal in its tendency. You totter on the 
verge of a deep and; frightful gulph. O, reje£l 
not the offered hand that would lead you back to 
fecurity and honour, to peace on earth, and the 
profpedt of immortal felicity. 

Young, enamoured, beloved, enfnared in the 
toils of a feducer, if your fortitude, fuperior to 
your temptations, ihould enable you to break your 
chain, what a triumph will ftill be your's ! Every 
remembrance of your deviation will be obliterated 
by the glory of fuch a conqueft. 

Come; and if your lover retains one fpark of 
honour, of tendernefs, or humanity, he will purfue 
your fteps j he will entreat the mediation of your 
friends, to reconcile you to yourfelf and to him : 
he will offer you his vows, and pledge them to 
you at the altar. Come, then, my fitter. This 
morning, yes, but this morning, I hoped to call 
you by a dearer, fonder name. Ah, could I have 
imagined that, 'ere night, I could have formed a 
wiih to devote you to another I 

HiCTOR FiTZOSBORNE. 

Roflna 
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ttofina had fcarcely perufed this letter, which 
revived all her grief and indignation, when Lord 
^ymond appeared. 

« What, (faid he, obferving her violent emo« 
tion,) what ftill in this perturbation! I hoped 
the repofe of the night would have calmed the 
agitation of your fpirits." 

« Talk not of repofe and calm, (faid Rofina ;) 
they are loft to me for ever ! Read that letter." 

" Infulting young man ! (faid Lord Raymond, 
when he had looked it over.) O, does contempt 
ever fting die foul fo deeply as when, in the fem- 
blance of compaffion, it tears open our wounds^ 
under pretence of pouring balm into them ! Has 
this letter cured you of your folly, or do you ftill 
adhere to your refolution of returning to the houfe 
of bondage i Oh, with what keen exultation will 
old Fitzofborne triumph in your difgrace^ widi 
what induftry of malice will he everywhere cir-» 
inilate the tale of your imaginary lapfe from virtuei 
with what opprobrious reviling will he greet yott 
on your return !" 

Vol. IV. C ^'Juft 
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*< Juft Heaven ! (faid Rofina, Aung to the foul 
at the fuppofttioii,} muft I then fubrnkto this de- 
gradation !'* 

^( No) Rodna, you muft not, you (hall not 
fubmit to it ! Your heart is mine) but laft night 
you ratified the gift. Dear as you are to my fouJ» 
ihall I iuffer you to be thus infulted ; th^s led 
captive to grace the triumph of your enemy, when 
I can myfelf offer you an afylum, would you but 
fuiFer me to guide you to happinefs.*' 

<< Happinefs ! (repeated Rofina, who, ftill un- 
confclous of the bafenefs of her betrayer, imagined 
he alluded to a private unions) happinefs dwells 
with the pure of heart i the breaft that is black- 
ened by ingratitude can never be her cefidence. 
I wNl form no engagement that is not fan£tioned 
by the approbation of my beneiactrefs. No, let 
Fitzolborne triumph as he may, the minds of the 
good and~^candid will ilill be open to convi^lion ; 
their eyes are not wilfully (hut againft the light 
t){ truth ; to their hearts it will ftill force a pa& 
fage. Yes, I will go/' 

** Then you defert me for ever, Rofina !" 

« And 
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•* And why for ever ? Does the narrow fea I 
Etn to traverfe place an iiifeparable barrier be- 
tween us?" 

** Q, no; whole oceans would prove to me na 
barrier j but I dread the influence of thefe Fit^^ 
olbornes; I dread your making fuch a' voyage, 
imaginary as the danger attendant on it may bq, 
n I ftart even at (hadows. For thofe who 

grea.tly love will greatly fear. But moil of all do 
I (hudder at the idea of being feparated from you, 
. O, Rofina, were your breail infpired with an equal 
pailiun, there is no facrifice which you would want 
fortitude to make to it.'^ 

<< Degrade not (faid Rofma) an honourable 
virtue, by confounding it. with a dilgraceful weak- 
nefs^ Shall I be accufed of want of fortitude^ 
v^en, fpite of the fofter bonds that would detain 
me^-i exert refolution to return to Ireland, to en- 
dure the feoffs of my enemies, and the no lefs hu- 
miliating compaffion of my friends i Yet, 1 will 
go, though chains and dungeons would be pre- 
ferable ; for there I might hide my head from the 
taunts of derifion. Racks and tortures ! . Mer* 
cifol Heaven ! can the inventive cruelty of man 
C 2 contrive 
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contrive a torment equal to that of the wounded 
and agonized fpirit ?" 

Rofina burft as (be fpoke into a violent paffion 
of tears. Lord Raymond endeavoured to (botit 
her; but he feemed to have loft his influence. 
She appeared to be fcarcelj conicious of his pre- 
fence; and he faw with extreme vexation, that the 
intereft he had fo ai&duoufly endeavoured to efta« 
bliih in her heart, was but fecondary tathat pof- 
fefled by the Fitzofbornes ; or rather, that honour 
and gratitude predominated there with a fway fo 
triumphant, as to bid defiance to every attempt to 
fubvert them. Surprifed to find fuch inflexible 
fteadinefs of refolution, united with fo much gen«- 
tlenefs of hearty and fuch foftnefs of compliance^ 
he began to regard his enterprize as almoft im- 
pradlicable; though he admired her too paffion- 
ately to abandon it, whilft there remained even 
the poilibility of fucceis. 

<< If your determination is unalterably fixed> 
({aid he^) you would do welK at leaft to write to 
Mrs. Fitzofbome previoufly to your return ; from 
her ^nfwer, which you will probably receive in a 
few days, you may judge of th^ reception you are 

likely 
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Ukety to meet with : in the meantime, you will 
have leifure to prepare for your departure/* 

^ I believe (faid Rofina) I ought not to defer 
my journey." 

•* Whatever expedition you may poffibly \ifcj 
(returned Lord Raymond,) Fitzofborne and his 
party will reach it before you. Will it not then 
be politic to endeavour to countera£t the injurious 
tendency of the report they will not fail to make 
of your coadudt. Belides, is it too great an in- 
dulgence I require; too great a facrifice to a ten* 
dernefi avowed and mutual, if, on my account 
alon^, you fliould defer your departure for a few 
(hort days, which muft be followed by months of 
uncertainty and anguifli." 

^ I will, then, write indantly to Mrs. FitB« 
ofborne," f^id Rofina. 

" Do.fo, (returned Lord Raymond.) I muft 
now leave you; my abfence from brenkfaft might 
excite fufpicion. Befides, i was laft night too 
much difturbed and agitated to vi^rite to my fa* 
then I may now promife to comply, with his 
Viflies, at leaft as far as they refpe£t my return to 
C s London; 
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London ; my motives for defiling to continue hcrtr 
will (bortly be removed. Have your letter ready j" 
I (hall ride out after breakfaft, and will call for it> 
and leave it with my own at the poft-office/* 

The inftant Lord Raymond departed, Rofma fat 
down to write to Mrs. Fitzo&orne; and her let- 
ter, hafty, incoherent, and almoft obliterated By the 
tears that ftreamed from her eyes whilft flie wrote 
it, fo ingenuoufly avowed her tendernefs for Lord 
Raymond, at the fame time that it difclaimed the 
guilt imputed ^to that partiality with fuch fervor of 
affeveration— fuch energy of truth, as ^vould have 
carried inftant convidion to the afFeSionate and 
candid bofom, to whofe feelings it appealed 5 but 
when Lord Raymond received it from the hands of 
Rofina, nothing was farther from his intention), 
than that it {hould ever reach thofeofMrs. Fitz- 
ofborne. The fuppreifion of this letter he regarded^ 
as his laft (l^ke ; and whilft he difpatched an epiftle 
he had fabricated for the purpofe of amufmg his 
father, by his fervant tp the poft, he turned into a 
wood, and difmounting from his horfe, feared him<- 
felf tranquilly under a tree, where he entertained 
himfelf with the perufal of RofinaV, and the innp- 
cent afFedion it avowed for himfelf, united S^th 
|he lively picture of the diftrefs in whieh that af« 

fedlion 
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fbdion had involved her, which might have melted 
any other heart, ferved but t6 render his more cal- 
lous, and to, infpire him with a ilill keener ardour 
in the chafe of his deftined prey. 



wm'immm'^mmmim 
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A RBTROSPECTIVE VIEW. 

AN D now to account to the reader for the un- 
expe£ied appearance of Fitzofborne and his 
companions at the cottage, it will be necelTary to 
caft aretrofpedlive view on the tranfaftions which 
occurred fubfequent to Rofina's departure from 
Ireland. 

Rofina had fcarccly quitted the houfe of Mrs.^ 
Fleming, as has been already rela|fd, when Mr. 
Nettleby, indefatig?'ble in his vigilance, arrived at 
it. He was there informed, that fhe had fet out 
for fielle«vue i but very doubtful of the truth of 
C 4 thi^ 
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this intelligence, he^ cletermined to tutisfy himfelf 
with refpcd to its authenticity, by going thither^ 
without lofs of trmc ; not in the leaft doubting, but 
that his diligence in the dcteftion of the finifter 
views he attributed to Rofina, would lay Mr. Fitz- 
oiborne under eternal obligation to him ; fo little 
was he acquainted with that gentleman's character. 
He flopped all the perfons he met on the road, to 
defcribe to them the perfons of Rofina and Auftin, 
and to enquire if they had been feen by any of 
them ; but receiving anfwers in the negative, to all 
bis interrogatories, by the time he arrived at Belle- 
vue. he was pretty well convinced that Rofina had 
taken another road ; and the report of the fervants 
there, confirmed his fufpicions. As fodn as he 
alighted, he rufhed into the drawing-room, where 
he found Mr. and Mrs. Fitzofborne, Lady Bell 
Beauchamp and Mr. Hume. 

<* So, ("cried he) here's a fine piece of work 
you have made of it I blefiicd contrivers you are al-* 
together, to let that girl flip through your fingers." 

*' What girl, (faid Mr. Fitzoiborne, whilft the 
the reft of the company gazed at the old gentleman 
in filent amazement) who do you mean V* 

«Wh« 
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<< Who do I mean ? why who fliould 1 mean 
but Rofma Mortimer; don't you know that flie 
has eloped from yoti all— gone off this morning the 
devil knows where, and the devil knows with 
whom/* 

^^ I did not know that the old gentleman 'was fo 
Ultimately acquainted with Rofina's proceedings/* 
fiud Mrs. Fitzofborne, who paid not th^ leaft at- 
tention to Mr. Nettlcby*s report. 

<< It's a fine time for jefting, (cried Nettleby) 
I with I had taken the matter (b eafily ! I have had 
my own fhare of trouble about her. I had fcarcc* 
ly time to fwallow a morfel fince yefterday morn« 
ing* I could not reft all night thinking of her.** 

«< Well, fir, (faid Lady Bell) and what more 
likely to keep a lover waking than the idea of his 
sniftrefs.** 

«« You zre enough to fet one mad ! I tell you 
the girl has gone off— eloped-^run away with fome 
fellow or other ! A fine thing to let fucb a noble 
property as (he is entitled to, flip through our 
fingers — ^that's all that vexes me F and if you (to 
Mr. Hume} had not been a good for ^oching filly 
C 5 indoleat 
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indolent blockhead, you might have fecured both, 
her and it, before this time." 

<« Faith, fir, (faid Mr. Hume} if the lady has 
fuch a ftrong defire for elopement, I think I am a;^ 
well without either,** 
♦ 

« You talk like an ignorant conceited puppy as 
you are, (replied Nettleby) if fhe could elope, the 
eftate could not j and.it would have been your Oi^ti 
fault if you had let her, when you might fo eafily 
have prevented her, by keeping her always under 
lock and key." 

<< A moft notable receipt for managing a re« 
fraSory help-mate I (faid Lady Bell, laughing) 
but pray good fir, will you be fo kind ^s to infortift 
us> on what fufpicious circumfiances you have fab« 
ricated this wonderful intelligence.'* 

Mr. Nettleby then proceeded to inform the com- 
pany of the adventures of the preceding day ; and 
his conduft, even from bis own relation^ appeared 
fo unaccountably whimfical, and his fuppofition of 
Rofina^s intended elopement (b entirely chimerical^ 
that he found, to his extreme chagrin, that he could 
not infufe his fufpicions into the mind of any per-i^ 

foa 
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iui prefent, except that of Mr. Fitzolborne, wbo re- 
marked^ that Rofina's going to the houfe of a wmf 
tua-maker, with an intention of continuing there all 
night, tnftead of driving diredUy to that of the Izdy^ 
to whom her vifit was intended, had undoubtedly a 
very odd appearance ; efpecially when corroborated 
py the ctrcumftance of her being found at ni^t ia 
the company of a ftrange gentleman* 

Mrs.* Fitzofborne replied with warmth, that thefe 
circumftances, though a little (ingular, fupplied no 
ground for cenfure or fufpicion; that Rofina had 
often acconlpanied her to the houfe of Mrs. Flem«> 
ing ; and that once, when they had gone unex- 
pectedly to town, their own houfe not being -pre- 
pared for their reception, they had flept there fevcr- 
ral nights i and that notwithftanding the afperiions 
Mr. Nettleby had cagfelrfsly thrown on her cha- 
rader, Mr^. Fleming was a woma^ highly r^fpe^ 
ed in her line of bufme($»'' 

» I think (faid Lady Bell) ail (he evidjence that 
appears againft Rofina, may be fummed up in heg 
having fpent ycfterday in the houfe of Mrs. Flem- 
ing, inftead of that of Lady Franklin; and il repu- 
tation was fo fragile a bauble as to be crajcked^or 
C 6 flawed 
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flawed by lb frivolous a ctrcumftance. It would b6 
fcarcdy worth the pains of preferving." 

I 
*< Even that circumftance may be ealily account* 
td for, (rejoined Mrs. Fitxolbome) by (uppofing 
Lady Franklin was out of town when Rofina went 
to her houfe, which, as her vifit was unexpeded^ 
was very probably the cafe. 

Mr. Hume very readily agreed to the probabi-^ 
lity of this fuppofttiont whilft Mr. Fit^ofhorne 
flood neuter> and Mr. Nettleby entered his protcft 
againftit. 

^^ I never (cried he) fince I have been the utu 
fortunate inhabitant of this world of perverfity and 
. wickednefs> I never yet met with fuch a fet of un- 
believing trojans ! I am prophefying, and prophe-^ 
fying, but, like poor Caflandra, it is my &te to proK 
phefy to a fet of infidels^ who pay no more atten- 
tion to my word than if 1 was a maniac ! And pray 
madam (to Lady Bell) you diat are fo expert at 
throwing lights on dark caufes> how can you ac« 
. counr for your client's diiappearance this morning) 
and explain the enigma of the falfe account (he left 
of the place of her deftinatiom". 

« Nothing 
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^ Nothing more eafy, (replied Lady BellJ you 
Juiow it is a common form to fay we are leaving 
town, when we don't chufe to be troubled with 
dilagreeable vifitors« I dare fay Roiina was repo* 
ling herielf very comfortably in her bed this morn- 
ing, when ihe fentyou off on this wrong fcent/' 

. But though Mr. Nettleby could make no con- 
verts to his opinion of Roiina^s flight, he a^eXQd 
to it not the lels ohfiinately on that account. 



CHAP. IV. 



TH^ LAWYER lift THE &IGHT» 

THOUGH Mrs. Fit2o(bofne had at fir* 
utterly difregarded Mr. Nettkby's report of 
Rofina*s elopement, ihe yet fouixl> when ihe had 
leizure for refle£kion, that an wieafy apprehenfion 
dwelt upon her mind. That Rofina had gone to 
Mrs« Flcming^s immcdiatdy oa her arrival in town^ 

a]^[ieared 
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appeared veiy Angular. She recoIIeAed her deep 
melancholy, and the extreme regret (he had xnani« 
fefted at their reparation^ a regret, which at the mo- 
ment furprifed her, and which ihe now recolleded 
with increafed uneaflnefs. Too well aflu^-ed, hpw* 
ever, of the purity of Rofina's heart, to dread even 
for an inftant, her having been feduced from her 
duty by any unworthy attachment, and too wife to 
be 



over exquifitc 



«« To caft the fa/hion of uncertain evil* j** 

ihe endeavoured to ftifie the anxiety fhe could not 
entirely difiipate. ^he however immediately wrotot 
to Rofina an account of Nettleby*s expedition to 
Belle- vue;^ and with her accuftooded gentlenefs of 
ftyle, required an explanation of what appeared 
myfterious in her conducSl, She difpatched this let- 
ter by a trufty fervant, with direfiions to bring her 
an immediate anfwer ; <ind then refolved to awair 
with patience the refult of her enquiries. JB'ut the 
|K)ft fore-run her melTenger, and the next morning 
as fhe fat at bre^kfeft with the gentlemen, ihe re* 
ceived the tetter which JRofina bad written to ker 
the ni^ht before her departure.. 

uThis 
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« This letter, fir (faid (he to Mr. Nettleby, who 
had been too much fatigued to return to town on 
the preceding day) this letter, faid (he> as (he broke 
the fea] with joyful expe£iation> comes in good time 
to clear Rofina's condu£l from the imputations you 
have thrown on iu" 

" Not fo eafily done (replied the old gentleman) 
it would be a fine thing if people were to be be- 
lieved on their own teftimony.*^ If that was the 
cafe, the judges would have nothing to do but (a 
acquit. The law obliges no man to condemn him<» 
fc\f'y few culprits plead guilty,, and it is not to be 
fuppofed that (he will deviate from a cuftom e(lab* 
lilhed from time immemorial ; but impartial inve£» 
dgation is the province of juftice. ' I (hould be glad 
however> to hear what the creature can poifiblj 
urge in her own vin4ication.** 

Mrs. Fitzo(borneymean-time, had opened Rofina^ 
letter, and her perturbation and horror increate^d 
with every line (he read* 

*< Merciful heaven ! ((he exclaimed aloud, when 

ihe came to that paflage) I have left your houfe to 

return to it no more J' ^' Is (he then gone— -and tO' 

f eturn no more I Now, fir (turning with indigna*- 

b tioa 
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tipn to Mr. Fitzofl>ome)^are you at length Tatis* 
fied, now that jou have accomplUhed your favorite 
purpofe, and driven from beneadi your roof the or* 
phan cohfigned to your humant^. O my fweet 
fugitive— my poor perfecuted Rofina ! lovely noble 
minded creature ! where art thou at this moment ! 
fiut I will difcover thy retreat— what caution can 
dude the vigilance of m^ tenderneis !" 

<< Then it Teems I was right enough after allj 
(fsudNettleby) I proteft I am ycry glad it has hap- 
pened fo, that it may teach you the knowledge of 
your own ihort- lighted folly. Aye, aye, perverfe 
and refraAory as you are, you may yet learn to re- 
vere the councils of age and experience ! but what 
can ihe alledge in her own defence I** 

«< There (faid Mrs. Fitzolborne) there the mo-^ 
tives of her condud are explained, and where is the 
callous heart that fhall condemn them P* 

She threw the letter oft the table„ and whilft th« 
gentlemen perufed it alternately, flie ordered the 
travelling chaife t6 be inftantly got ready, and re-» 
tired to prepare for immediately ietting oflF ia pus* 
fiiitofIU»fina» 

f I nevcf 
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" I never read fuch out of the way ftuff in my 
days ((kid Nett)eby, when he had finiflied the letter) 
there's nothing concluflv^ in it — nothing to the 
point— -one can't tell all the time what it is that ibe 
is driving at— it's all flummery." 

" Except what fhe 6ys of yourfelf (faid Mr. 
Fitzo(borne) I hope you find the honourable men- 
tion (he makes of you, fufiiciently conclufive.'^ 

«« I wonder (cried Nettleby) where (be got the 
impudence to mention me in fuch an opprobrious 
manner ! and this is the creature, whom but a few 
weeks fmce> I had a notion of taking to wife I 
Never, no never can I be fufficiendy thankful for 
my almoft miracalous prefervation } what able(&ng 
that the young imp (hewed her cloven foot fo 
foon!" 

* Mr. Hume, who was really concerned at an- 
event which diflipated all his hopes, offered to ef« 
cort Mrs. Fitzo(borne on her journey, and to affift 
her in her putfuit of Rofina, but (he declined his 
attendance, and in her way (topped at Lady Bell 
Beauchamp's, who, on being informed of the fub* 
jed of her vifible diftrefs, immediately agreed to 
accompany her to town, Mrs. Fitzo(borne was 

now 
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now too late become fenfible of the error fhc hai 
committed, in refufing to confent to Rofina's remo« 
val from her family, and her affiiclion was aggra« 
vated by the bitcemels of felf-accufaiion. 

On their arrival in town, they proceeded dire£Uy 
to Mrs. Fleming, from whofe account of Roflna^ 
they received very little fatisfadion. After much 
trouble and many enquiries, the coachman, who 
had driven her to the end of the fouth-wall, was 
diicovered and examined ; but that a boat had taken 
her and Auftin to a large (hip which lay at a con- 
fiderable diftance in the river, was all die infomla* 
tion he could give. Til us the painful certainty 
that Rofina had left the kingdom, was all the fatis* 
£i£tion that Mrs. Fiteofborne was likely to derive 
from her refearches. From the coachman's de« 
fcription of the vefiel, (he knew it could not belong 
to Holyhead, but it might poffibly have been a 
Liverpool or Parkgate packet. Enquiries were 
therefore made at the packet^houfes, where the 
people, on hearing Auftin's figure defcribed, per* 
fet^ly recolleded his having been there, but aiTured 
Mrs. Fitzofborne, that he bad not engaged a pa& 
&ge4n any of them. 

Convinced 
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Convinced at length of the hopelefsnefs of her 
purfuit, after continuing a week in Dublin with 
Ladjr Bell, (he reiu<5lantly quitted it, and returned 
to the country. She deTermined to defer any fur- 
ther enquiries *till the return of her fon, whom flie 
expefted in a fortnight. She knew Rofina Would 
write to her, and fhe hoped that from the poft- 
mark of her letter, might throw fome light upon the 
place of her retreat i but in this expediation (he was 
difappointed, for as Rofma's letters were alwaya 
enclofed by Auftin to Solomon, and by him put in* 
to the General Poft-OiBce in Dublin, the poffibi- 
Kty of a difcovery by fuch means was precluded by 
this caution. Two days after her return to the 
country, (he received Rofma's firft letter, written 
from Briftol } but greatly as (he rejoiced to receive 
from her own hand the aflurance of her health and 
fafety, (he was much difappointed to find that it 
gave her not the leaft infight in refpe£l to the place 
of her concealment. One circumftance, however, 
it revealed to her j Kofinamu'ft have a confident 
in Dublin, to whom her letter had been cnclofcd, 
and by whom it had been put into the Poft-Office# 
From her intimacy with Mifs Marfden, that young 
lady incurred her fufpiciohs, but her firft confer- 
ence with her on the fubje<a, entirely diffipated 
ibem« The artleflfneis of Mifs Marfden*$ afTuran^ 

ces^ 
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ces, her. evident fiirprife and affli£iian at the depir« 
lure of her young friend, not unmixed with refent-. 
ment at having been deemed unw^orthy to fhare ber 
confidence, and her declaration that ihe might have 
eafily been perfuaded to have^ been the companion 
of her flight, had fuch a meafure been propofed to 
her, entirely convinced Mrs. Fitzoiborne of her 
fincerity. Every perfon who could be fufpe^led of 
having been privy to Roiina's elopement, under* 
went ftri£t examination. The connexions of 
Auftin were next brought on the tapis, but the re- 
fult of every tnveftigation proved equally unfatis- 
factory. Still, however, by occupying attention, 
and cherifbing hope, they prevented Mrs. Fitz- 
oiborne^s fpirits from finking into total ftagnation, 
and in the letters (he conftantly received from Ro- 
£na, (he found the moft reviving cordials. 

Mr. Fitzofbome, meantime, though be forbore 
to irritate her refentment, and infult her diftrefs by 
an open triumph, rejoiced in his inm'oft foul at the 
departure of Rofina, and exulted in the confciouf** 
ne(s, that the unworthy treatment he had given her, 
had driven her to embrace fo defperate a meafure. 
He now wi(hed for the return of his fon as anxi« 
oufly as he had heretofore dreaded it; and fince the 
principal bar to his wKhesfeemed removed) no lon^ 
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ger doubted the accomplifliment of his favourite 
defign, that of effeding a union between him and 
Lady Flora. As a ftep preparatory to this events 
he gave her Ladyfhip an invitation to Belle-vue, 
which, always weary of herfelf, and glad to (hatch 
at any profped of relieving and diverfifying the in- 
tolerable infipidity of her exiftence, (be gladly 
complied with. She reached Belle-vue, attended 
by her fiivorite and prime minifter, Mrs. Flaherty^ 
two days before the return of He£lor Fitzofborne. 
Mr. Fitzo(bome configned her to. the care of his 
lady, who was glad to keep Mr. Hume to ihare the 
burden of fo heavy a fociety, and fent alfo for Mifs 
Marfiien to affift her in the arduous taik of fijuling 
cntertaiiunent for Ladj Flonu 
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CHAP. V. 

- tHS RETURN OF YOUNG FITZOSBORNE* 



Thcmgh four loi^ years a night of ab&nce prove. 
Yet hope's ioft liar (feone tivmbUng on his love. 

SfiWA&D* 

YOUNG as He£lor Fitzoftornc was whcir 
he left Ireland, four years of ablence had not 
obliterated the impreffion of Rofina, which he had 
borne away with him i and his imaginaiion, though 
often ftrongly charmed with the novel fcene ex*, 
hibited to it, ftill returned to its favourite obje<5l 
with enamoured tendernefs, and ever new delight. 
Many (hares had been fpread for his youth ; but 
though he had fometimes been led by the prevalence 
of examplcf and tbe earneftnefs of foUcitation, to 

partake 



IK O S I M A. 4; 

!|»artak6 of amufements he condemned and defpifed, 
his unbiafled judgment, and his unperverted prih* 
ciples, awoke his fenfes from the trandent intoxi- 
cation ; for his ingenuous boTom had not been in- 
ftru<^ed in the fchool of fafbionable life, to conned 
the idea of happinefs with the confcioufhefs of de- 
pravity. What climate did he traverfe — ^whatcity 
-did he enter, that prefented not to his obfervation^ 
inft^nces of the fatal confequences of licentious in«* 
dulgence, no lefs numerous than melancholy; 
wretched vi<5lims of fclf-earned mifery, ztid morti- 
fying mementos of human degradation. The lights 
which he borrowed from the experience of othersy 
ihone around him, lik& beacons, to warn him to 
ihun the rocks on which the peace and honour of 
thoufands had beeii (hip- wrecked ; and fenfual plea- 
fure arofe to his imagination as jm enchantrefe, 
who mingles a mortal venom in her neSared bowl-«-« 
iwho bears an empoifoned dagger in her bdfom, to 
'ftabthe y\Sdm Qxt embraces. Hedor Fitzofbome 
admired women, but he 'Severed them alfo : the dif- 
•fipatedand frivolous amongft them hefometimes 
-defpifed, aod fometimes pitied : for thofe who bad 
erred from weakneft, the amiable candor of his na- 
ture could make .many allowances; but the habi- 
tually unprincipled, the incorrigibly vicious, were 
the ohjtSt of his fupreme difguft and detcilation. 

Hf 
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He looked forward to a permanent union with • 
lovely woman, as to the higheft blifs this human 
/cenecan beftow; but in his fcheme of felicitj, 
love was fecondary to efteem. Paffion, he knew» 
like beauty it's fiivorite objed, was tranfient ; and 
that the lafting affedion of the heart requires to be 
held by bonds lefs fubje£k to decay. A fimilarity of 
tafte, a unifion of foul, a mind enlightened by know* 
ledge, and a heart enamoured of virtue. 

Such were the charms with which die tmagina« 
lion of FitKoft)ome arrayed the deftined partner of 
his heart ; and of fiich charms the lovely and en- 
gaging childhood of Rolina*had given the faireft 
promife. All his hopes of future happinefs en* 
twined themfelves around her idea, and every cir« 
cumftance concurred to heighten the fond allufion ; 
his mother's letters filled with encomiums, pur« 
pofely and profufely laviiChed on her young favoritCv 
confpired with thofe which he frequently received 
from herfelf, to increafc his pre-pofleffion; for 
Mrs. Fitzofborne had encouraged her to corre* 
fyond with him in French and Italian, and her let* 
ters difplayed the fuperiority of her capacity, and 
the brilliancy of her imagination. 

Though 
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Though his refidence abroad afforded him abun- 
dant opportunities of inftruftion and amu(ement, 
the dread of being rivalled in the affeflion of Ro- 
fina during his abfence, rendered it irkfome to him, 
and was the fource of his ardent and repeated folir 
citations, for permiffion to return. 

In his journey he purfued the ufual route ; he 
refted but one day in London, and travelled from 
thence to Dublin by the way of Holyhead. He 
found his fetheF awaiting his arrival, and as it was 
morning when he landed, they immediately fet out! 
for Belle-vue. * As he knew that his father had 
formerly obferved his partiality for Rofina with 
difapprobation and difpleafure, he forbore to men- 
tion her on the way, and he entered the houfe in 
full expedation of finding her there to receive 
him. 

His arrival wa^ a furprife to Mrs. Fitzofborne, 
who did not expe<£): that the winds and waves would 
have confpired with the rapidity of his motions, to 
. render his journey fo very expeditious. Lady Flora, 
Lady Bell, Mr. Neville, a gentleman who was there 
on a vifit to the latter, Mifs Marfdon, Mr. Nettle* 
by and Mr. Hume, were with Mrs. Fitzofborne in 
the drawing-room, awaiting a fummons'to dinner^ 

Vol. IV. D when 
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when the travellers arrived. As foon as young 
Fitzofborne had received the congratulation^ of 
his mother, he caft bis eyes earnefUy around him, 
in fearch of Rofina, and took the firft opportunity of 
approaching Mr$* Fitzofborne, and enquiring in a 
whifper for her young ward. Her eyes filled with 
tears at the queftion — (he anfwered with an air of 
emotion, that fhe was well. 

*«^ Is (be not here !" faid he. 

** She is not, (replied Mrs. Fitzofborne) but 
for the prcfcnt fufpcnd your curiofity," 

Difappointcd— agitated— not knowing what to 
believe, or what to fear ; terrified at bis mother's 
vifible diftrefs at his interrogatory, and evafion of 
the fubje6l it led to, he dreaded that Rofina's ab- 
fence was the confequence of her having formed a 
clandeftine union. Confufed and bewildered, he 
returned ahfwers to the queiHons the company were 
eager to addrefs to him, fo little pertinent to their 
fubjeds, that he became confcious of his apparent 
ftuptdity, and was obliged to attribute his wander- 
ing and inattention to the fatigue of his journey : 
the fame excufe ferved for his want of appetite a.t 
dinnert and his abfence and thonghtfulnefs after it, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



SINGULAR RBFIBCTIONS OK TRAV£LLBR8 AND 
TRAVEL. 

MR. Fitzo(borne oft regarded his fon witk 
uneafinefs and furprife : during their jour- 
ney from town he had been in remarkably high 
ipirits, and his prefent wandering and inattention, 
appeared rather to refult from the agitation of un«^ 
eafy reflection, than from the langour of extreme 
fetigue. He recolle£led his boyifh partiality for 
Roiina, and was more than half inclined to attribute 
this change of humour to its true caufe. 

<« I think, Heftor, (faid he, with an air of cha- 
grin) inftead of having imported an additional ftock 
of fpirit aod vivacity from the continent^ you feem 
Da to 
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to have left behind you the portion of thofe quali« 
ties with which you were endowed by nature/' 

** You have formed a premature judgment, fir, 
((aid Heftor Fitzofborne, fmiling) you muft con- 
fider my luggage is ftill on (hip-board ; grant me 
but leifure to exhibit my importations, and I hope 
you will have reafon to acknowledge that my tra* 
vels have procured me fome advantages/' 

*< That's more than moft young men that go a. 
travelling now a-days, have to fay for themfelves, 
(cried Nettleby) and it is highly unreafonable to 
rebuke the youth for the praSice of fo commend- 
able a virtue as filence," 

« Silence ! (excl^med Mr. Hume) filence is 
the virtue "of an owl— the fag and refufe of all good 
qualities ! 



• <' Silence is only commendable 



" In a dried neat's tongue, or a maid not vendible P* 

«* But, my dear fir, fince you fo greatly admire 
this grace of filence, I wonder you don't illuftrate 
It by your praftice. No one, I think, engrofles 

fo 
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fo large a proportion of the converfatlon as your- 
fclf." 

<< Becaufe, Mr. Malapert, there are feafons for 
all things. There is a time to fpeak, and a time to 
liften: youth is the feafon for attention; men 
ihbuld hoard up wifdom in their young days for 
their own advantage, and difTeminate it in their 
age for that of their fellow creatures." 

** Aye, (faid Hume) that age is the feafon of 
garulity, we all know to our coft. Now, indeed) 
1 acknowledge that you illuftrate your pofition." 

« The fcripture warns us (returned Nettleby) 
againft lighting our candle to fet it under a bufliel ; 
but men fhould be well fupplied with the undtion 
of wifdom and experience, before they prefume to 
illuminate others; elfe, though their lamps may 
glare and dazzh for a little interval, they will 
ihortly be extinguifhed in ftench and darknels." 

" So much the better, (cried Hume) for of all 
pefts of fociety, furely thofe are the greateft, who 
run about the world, thrufting their pretended 
lights into the faces of every one they meet, and 
with a fiery fpirit of perfecutioii, finging the whif- 
D 3 kcrs 
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kers of all thofe whom they cannot ohligc to fub- 
fcribe to their own ridiculous tenets ; holding, as 
the poet fays, their farthing candU to the fun j cx- 
haufting the patience of their hearers with tedious 
elucidations of felf-evident propofitions, and dif* 
turbing the quiet of fociety with inveterate contro* 
yerfy, on points the moftridiculouflyinfignificanU'^ 

« What filly, inconfequent, eccentric declanm- 
tion is here ! (cried Nettleby) but this is one of 
the tricks of your njodern eloquence, tg coHiound, 
where you are inadequate to thetafk ofconvi^on^ 
and miflead the attention from the point you wanAt 
capacity to hit. Scourge me fuch orators ! Might 
not I have liberty to commend the filence of this 
youth, without your taking up the cudgels in de- 
fence of that loquacity to which the young people 
of the prefent age are fo (hamelefsly addicted. But 
I hope, young man (to Heftor Fitzolbome) you 
will regard the behaviour of this my hopeful ne-» 
phew, rather as a warning than a pattern \ and ftill 
continue to perfevere in that laudable taciturnity 
which, as I will fuppofe it proceeds from a modcft 
confcioufnefs of your own coniparative ignorance, 
and a juft refpedi: for thofe who are fd greatly your 
feniors, is erninently laudable in this^age of vanity 
and prefumption." 

Heaor 
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Hc&6r Fitzofborne bowed and fmiled at this 
compliment. 

" Atleaft, (faid Mr. Fitzolbornc) I hope you 
will allow Hedor to entertain us with the hiftory 
ttF hfe travels." 

«< HRs travTsls, (cried Nettleby) why what zxt 
his travels more than the travels of cfthfer i>eople. 
If I feel any inclination to regale myfelf with tales 
of that nature, I can have recourfe to books, which 
at leaft poflefs this advantage, that you may throw 
tfifem afide when you grow weary of them, which» 
k& the authors of them are frequently fuch con- 
founded puppies and egotifts, one is very apt to do. 
What can this young man have feen or known, 
that has not been feen and known by others, who, 
in all probability, were better calcukted, both by 
capacity and experience, to give pleafing and au- 
thentic accounts of the matters which have fallen 
under their obfervation. No, no; no tales of 
voyages and travels by fea and land for me— for of 
all .the numerous tribes of vermin which infcft what 
is called fafhionable fociety, your travelled cox- 
combs arejthc n\oft infufFerable." 

D 4 « Then 
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" Then I fuppofe, fir, (faid Lady Bell) if you 
had a fon, you would not fend him to make the 
grand tour ?" 

** Not I truly J I fee no great advantage that 
can be derived from running trom one country to 
another, gaping at churches, bridges and pi£hires ; 
gazing at the disjointed fragments of old tattered 
ilatues, and poring over rufty medals, and old 
cracked pipkins, dignified with the title of antiquo 
vafes. They learn, indeed, a deal of felf-fufficient 
prate, but when a fet of thefe travelled geniufies 
meet together, it beggars all defcription ! magpyes, 
parrots and jackdaws, fupply but faint emblems of 
the impertinence of their loquacity ; they feem to 
think, forfooth, that becaufe they have feen more 
than others, they have an exclufive right to the 
converfation, and utter their fopperies with fuch air^ 
of gravity and folemnity, 

" As who fhould fay— -I am (ir oracle, 

•* And wken I ope my mouth let no dogl)ark 1" 

« Then from the jargon 'they run on with, a 
compound of French, Englifh, Spani(h[and Italian, 
one would think they had learned the confufion of 
tongues that prevailed at the building of the tower 

of 
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of Babel. What the plague imports it to me, 
. whether a mouldy ruft eaten medal was ftruck in 
the reign of Julius, or of Auguftus Cefar j or whe- 
ther an old mutilated devil of a ftatue was intended, 
by the carver of it, to reprefent Venus or Mi/lerva, 
that I (hould be bored with a differtation on it for 
three hours at a time. Yet fuch are the points on 
which you will h«ar thefe fellows argue, with as 
much obftinacy and pertinacity, as if they were en- 
gaged in the difcuflion of fome confequential points 
of law, or capital article of their creed, on which 
the falvation of their fouls depended*-nay more— « 
for to get rid of their prejudices, as they call them, 
they to a man imbibe that irreligious fpirit, which 
they dignify with the pompous appellation of phi- 
lofophic toleration. Though to liften to their 
rhapfodies, one would imagine they were all idola* 
ters, and worfhippers of graven images : with fuch 
rapture and enthufiafm will you hear them extol the 
.marble reprefentatives of a fet of fabulous beings, 
who if they had ever exifted, and that there was any 
truth in the ftories that are told of them, would 
.have defer ved to have been hanged, drawn and 
quartered, every god and goddefs of them. One 
puppy will tell you a ftory four hours long, about 
bis Diana, and all the perils and dangers be en- 
countered in getting her fafely landed on the Bri- 
D 5 ' tifh 
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tifti fhore, and releafed from the harpy claws of the 
C'uftom-Houfe ofEcers. Another coxcomb will 
entertain you with a tedious narration of the mar- 
tyrdom he fuffered whilft his Venus was out at 
fea in a ftorm ; and how the agitation of his fpi- 
fits threw him into fuch a raging fever, that his V\k 
was dcfpaired of for fifteen days at the leaft. 
Which amongft them, I wonder, would fhew half 
the anxiety about the life of a filler, wife or daugh- 
ter, which they manifefi for the prefervation of thcfe 
heathen trulls. This unaccountable mania feems 
to confer credibility on the moft whimfical- rhapfo- 
dies of the ancient poets, and Pygmalian's paffion , 
for a ftatue, no longer appears fingular. For my 
own part, I fo utterly abhor and abominate every 
fpc cies of idolatry, that I would willingly extermi- 
nate every veftige of it that remains on the face of 
the glebe; and I think it would be an efpecial 
comfort to "the true believer, and a notable advance* 
ment to the intcrefts of Chriftianity, were every 
remnant of fuperftitious idolatry, under whatever ' 
various forms it may be exhibited, of temples, al- 
tars, pi Su res, ftatues, &c. &c. to be colieded into 
one grand mafs, and let on fire in the face of the 
world : it would be the funeral pile of expiring 
idolatry, and a glorious burnt offering on the altar 
of the true religion." 

4 " Oworfe 
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" O worfe than Gothic barbarity, (exclaimed 
Mr. Hume) what a horrible projefl: have we here ! 
and would even the ftatue that enchants the world, 
claim no diftindion from this univerfal devafta- 
tion!" 

** No trbly, fhe fliould go to pot with the reft 
of her relations. Were it pofliblq to accomplifh a 
proj eft of this nature, what blefled effefts fhould 
we (hortly derive from it. Our young men no 
longer allured to the continent by a paffion for thefe 
gewgaws, would content themfelves quietly at 
home, and infteadof burying their fortunes in a 
foieign grave, apply their attention to the cultiva- 
tion of their eftates, and the encouragement of 
their tenantry. But in this age, every principle of 
rational economy is fwept away by the inundation 
of follies which firft ruthed in upon us from the 
continent, and which has overfpread thefe our 
iilands with a progrefs no lefs rapid than deftruc- 
tive. In other countries, that luxury which faps 
the foundation of the moft flourifliing empires, is 
the offspring of national profperity, and introduced 
by the influx of riches ; but in this blefTed king* 
dom of ours, it has fore run the wealth and prof« 
perity which it naturally follows, and will as ef- 
fectually prevent their entrance amongft us, as if 
D 6 our 
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our coafts were guarded with hydras, chimeras, 
and enchanted dragons. For wealth will -only 
fliower her golden favours in the laps of induftry 
and economy ; and the hideous forms of rapine, 
oppref&on, and their attendant, famine, ftalking 
with hafty ftrides over a half depopulated country, 
will deter profperity from ever alighting on our 
ifland. As (be haftily pafTes over it, with indig- 
nant regret (he will view in its pompous palaces 
the magnificent monuments of corruption and de- 
pravity, the proud, but melancholy fepulchres of 
national virtue. She will pafs over it, and wing 
her flight to the wefl, where liberty invites her re- 
fidence, and where induftry folicits her favours." 

** If her ladyfhip will but drop a few partial 
purfes into my pocket as (he flies over my head, 
(faid Mr. Hume) fhe may even go where fhe 
pleafes. There is nothing fo weak as to perplex 
ourfelves about the pofTible calamities which yet 
fleep quietly in the womb of time ; and imagina- 
tion cannot apply her obftetrick powers to worfe 
purpofe, than that of calling forth the embryo mon- 
gers into a premature eiliflence/' 
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CHAP. VIL 



A PORTRAIT. 



Bleft be the pencil ! whofe conibling power. 
Soothing foft friendfliip in her penfive hour ; ^ 

Difpells the cloud with melancholy fraught. 
That abfence throws upon her tender thought. 

HAYLEY. 

HECTOR Fitzolborne had paid little at- 
tention to Ncttleby's harangue, and even 
the peculiarity of his fentiments, which at another 
period would have excited his curiofity, now failed 
to intereft it. When fummoned to join the ladies 
at tea, young Fitzofborne had fcarcely entered the 
drawing-room, when his attention was attradleil by 
a picture with which it had been furnifhed during 
his abfence* The preceding Chriftmas Mr. Fitz« 

ofborne 
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olborne had entertained a krge company at Belle* 
vue, and amongft other plans which had been pro- 
je£led for their amufement, a few private plays were 
performed in a little theatre prepared for the pur- 
pofe. Rofina was fometimes prevailed on to take 
a part in thefe performances ; and though her dif- 
fidence prevented her from undertaking any capi- 
tal chara£ters, the manner in which fhe acquitted 
herfelf in the few (he could be perfuaded to attempt, 
convinced every fpe£tator, that timidity alone pre- 
vented her from attaining to excellence, even in 
the moft difficult. Mr. Fitzofborne, with a great 
fondnefs for theatrical exhibitions, was himfelf pof- 
fefled of very coniiderable talents for the ftage : 
he was allowed to excell in the part of Comus ; 
diat mafque was got up, and Rofina was, with dif- 
ficulty, perfuaded to undertake the charailer of the 
lady. She could fcarcely fail of fucceeding, in a 
part fo congenial with her feelings, and for which 
her youth, her innocence and beauty, fo peculiarly 
adapted her. At firft her performance was rather 
languid, but in her controverfy with the enchan- 
ter, her genius bur»1 ouc in all ics energy and luftre, 
for the fentiments flie uttered were fo much heir 
Own, that they feemed to proceed from immediate 
inipiration, and Ihe even herlelf appeared to forget 
that they weie not the ext^mporaiy efiufions of her 

own 
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own heart. The farisfeftlon flie gave was genera! 
and perfeia ; even Mr. Fitzofborne forgot his per^ 
fonal antipathy in his admiration of theatrical ex- 
cellence} and applauded with unafFefbed rapture. 

At that period a very capital portrait painteV 
arrived from Italy, and brought letters of recom« 
mendation from young Fitzolborne to his father, 
Mrs, Fitzofborne, ambitious of perpetuating the 
triumph of her favourite^ expreffed a defire to have 
Mr. Fitzofborne and Rofina drawn in one large 
piece, in the charaftcrs which both had perforffted* 
with fo great aihare of applaufe. Mr. Fitzolborne 
did not oppofe her inclinations, for, as a French 
writer obferves, *" L'amour propre aime les por- 
traits," and of l'amour proprfc no man exiftfng 
poffefled a larger proportion than Mr. Fitzofborne. 
The piece was reprefented a fecond time for the 
affiftance of the artift, and encouraged by the ap- 
plaufes her firft attempt had procured her, Rofina^ 
performance was more equal, and ftill more fpirit- 
ed. She taught the painter to enter into the con- 
ceptio«is of the poet^ and to do juftipe to his fub- 
je<S^. He chofe to reprefent her in that moment, 
when, with all the energy of virtue, fhe combats 

* Self-love 18 fond of portraits. 
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the alluring fophiftry of the enchanter : her figure 
feemed ready to ftart from the canvafs ; the coun- 
tenance beamed with divine radiance, and the atti- 
tude was fo ftrikingly expref&ve, that without any 
peculiar warmth of imagination, the ear of fancy 
might hear it utter thefe words* 

— " Yet fhould I try, the uncontrolled worth 

** Of tliis pure caufe would kindle my rapt fpirits 

" To flich a flame of facred vehemence, 

" That dumb things would be movM to fympathize, 

*« And the brute earth would lend her nerves, and ihake^ 

<* Till all thy magic ftni^hires reared lb high, 

•« Were fhattered into heaps o'er thy felfe head." 

The figure of the enchanter was not lefs capi- 
tally executed. His countenance exprefTed the 
agitation, and difmay that ftruggled to conceal them- 
felves beneath an afFefted jollity. Mr. Fitzofborne 
might eafily have chofen a more pleafing charad.er j 
but, as *' I'amour propre aime les portraits," it 
loves, alfo, to fee them well drefled ; and the white 
fattin veft and crimfon robe, embroidered with vine 
leaves, which ufually ornament the perfon of the 
enchanter, were particularly adapted to dtfplay to 
advantage* that fymmetry of proportion on which 
Mr. Fitzofborne valued himielf, and with good 
reafon, much more than on the expreffion of his 

countenance. 
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countenance, Befides, when the fubftancc of vir- 
tue was fo little the objefl: of his devotion, it was 
not to be wondered at that he ihould feel ftill left 
veneration for its fhadow. 



CHAP. VIII. 



THE PORTRAIT. 



Blefl be the pencil I whofe enchantment gives 
To wounded love the food on which he lives. 

HAVLEV. 

TH E moment Heftor Fitzofborne entered the 
room, his attention was caught by this pic- 
ture, and his cheek was fiufhed with emotion whilft 
he gazed on it. It was Rofina, but how different 
from her whom he had parted from near five years 
before, and whofe portrait, which he ftill wore in 
his bofom, fmiled with the foft fimplicity of child- 
hood. It was RoTina rifen to womanhood and per^ 

fedion ; 
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fe£tion ; the mein a happy compofition of (bftne&, 
elegance and dignity, and the features irradiate with 
the intelligence of a fuperior mind. He thre^^ 
himfelf on a fofa di redly oppofite to it, and ga^ed 
at the pidure with fenfations of delight and won- 
der, little inferior to thofe with which he would 
have contemplated the original* 

The piece was too ftriking to efcape the obfer- 
▼ation of any perfon to whom it was not ^miliar. 
Lady Bell's friend and vifitor, Mr. Neville, imme- 
diately diftinguiihed it from the other paintings 
which ornamented the room, and enquired, whe- 
ther it was a fancy piece i Lady Belle replied, that 
it was the portrait of a young lady, a relation of 
Mrs. Fitzofborne's. 

«* It was no wonder, however, (replied Mr. 
Neville) that I (hould have found it difficult to be- 
lieve that a form fo perfectly lovely could have any 
exiftence, except in the glowing imagination of a 
fainter of a poet." « 

He then recognized Mr. Fitzofborne in the 
figure of the enchanter, and after a few Aeceflary 
compliments, returned to KoHna, and expatiated on 
ker beauty and elegance with a fervor, not lefs gra- 
tifying 
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tifying to one half of the company, than it was 
difgufting to the other. Lady Floray who had long 
regarded die fuperior attra<^ion of Rofma with a 
jealous eye, could no longer rcftrain her ftrong in- 
clination to depreciate the objed; of her envy. 

« That was a ftrange ftory, Mr. Nettleby, (faid 
file) that I heard about you and Mift Mortimer^ 
and I am glad to have an opportunity of afking 
you about it. I^ was confidently reported in tovnt^ 
that you detected her making an elopement with a 
gentleman, a married man : nay, it was even faidy 
that you took her out of the chaife from himy 
dxmgh flie afterwards contrived to give yoa thil 
flip, and get pff with him*'* 

Young Fitzofborne's face glowed like fire at 
this addrefsj he ftartcd from his feat, and went to 
Ae window. 

«« For fliame! for fhame. Lady Flora! (faid 
Mrs. Fitzolborne, with great indignation) How 
can you thus wantonly ftab the reputation of a 
perfon, who is herfelf too candid to credit evil 
lightly, and too gentle to repeat it though Ihe did !'• 

« Aye, 
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" Aye, aye, (faid Nettleby) a talc never lofes 
in its circulation, though there's feldom any fmokc 
without a little fire. That I took her out of the 
chaife from any one, was a very great falfhood. 
However, there certainly was a married man in the 
cafe, but whether he was her favourite paramour,! 
cannot take upon me to determines AJl cafualties 
coniidered, a perfon can't be too careful in thefe 
cafes i there's no good in a man's expofing himielf 
unneceffarily to ecclefiaftical cenfuresj adionsfor 
defamation are ferious matters fometimes." 

Young Fitzofborne, tortured beyond endurance 
by this converfation, and almoft fuffocated with 
emotion, threw |up the fafli, and affe^ed to look 
out. 

« I have heard then ; (faid Cleora Marfdon, 
provoked to hear the reputation of her young friend 
treated with fo little decency) I have heard a very 
different account of the matter, Mr. Nettleby, for 
every one fays that poor Rofina fled from Belle-vue, 
to avoid being forced to marry yourfelf. I aflure 
vou I had it from the beft authority ; and what's 
more, fince you oblige me to fpeak out, all the 
young ladies who were prefent, highly applauded 
her for herfpirits and Mifs Fanny. Meadows fo- 

lemnly 
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lemnly protefted, that (he would a great deal rather 
be married to thebroomftick, than to any fuch odd, 
queer, out of the way old being, and declared, that 
if (he was your wife, ihe could have no idea of 
comfort or fatisfaftion in this world, except that of 
endeavouring to fhorten your life, by tormenting 
and worrying you." 

" I don't doubt^her— I don't doubt her, the 
wicked young flut— -I always knew (he was a wan- 
ton ! She deferves to be locked up in a dark room 
and fed on bread and water." 

" And I aflure you (refumed Mifs Marfdon) 
all the young ladies entirely concurred in her opi- 
nion, and wondered, of all things in the. world, what 
could drive the thought of marrying fuch a beauti- 
ful young girl as Rofina, into fuch an old grey head 
as your's." 

*< What was it to them, the prating young gof- 
fips ! (cried Nettleby) was it any bufmefs of their'S) 
who, or what I married 4" 

«< And what's fiill more, (continued Mifs Marf« 
don) they fay you go about fcandalizing Rofma out 
of pure fpite } and Mr. WeAly declared in com- 
pany, 
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pany, that I am very well acquainted with, that 
you treated both him . and Rofina in fuch an abo- 
aiinable manner, that only in compaffion for your 
age» and that he thought you fitter for a mad-houfe 
than any other place, he would have flayed you 
aUve." 

This converfation threw Nettleby into fuch a 
paroxyfm of rage, that Mifs Marfdon, who ftt next 
him, arofe in terror, and flew over to the window 
at which Hedior Fitzofborne ftill ftood. He felt 
fo much gratitude for her warm defence of Rofina, 
that he could fcarce refrain from embracing her. 

Mr. Nettleby, meantime, vented his rage in 
many fpiteful invedlives againft the tongues of wo- 
men, declaring, that if a law were enaded to de-* 
prive all female infants of that ungovernable and 
licentious member, it would be of notorious utility 
to the date. 

^ But, dear fir, (faid Lady Bell) Mrhat need you 
put yourfelf into fuch a paflion ; if you were in love 
with Rofina, I am fure you have no reafon to blufh 
for your pre-pofleflion i neither need you refent 
her refufal as fo great an indignity : your havinig^ 
4b many fellow-fufferers in thi& misfortuney ought 

to 
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to reconcile you to it ; for though Rofina's attrac- 
tions will infallibly enfure her a numerous train of 
lovers, confider, 0ie can marry but one of them/' 

" Rofina is not yet married then ?" faid HeStot 
Fitzofborne in a low voice to Mifs Marfdoni as 
ibe ftood befide him. 

*' No-— I hope not — ^I believe not," replied fhe. 

" I in love with her, (cried Netdeby) does 
your ladyfhip take me for an ideot." 

« I think, fir, (faid Mr. Neville, who had hi- 
therto liftened in filence) if the young lady is half 
as charming as her portrait befpeaks her, fuch a 
paffion was the mofl inconteftible evidence of the 
goodnefs of your tafte.'* 

«« The goodnefs of a fiddleftick ! (cried the old 
gentleman) it would be a fine thing to have' it 
faid, th^t at my time of life I fufFered my fancy to 
be caugbt by a baby-face. No — ^no— if I had a 
notion of the girl for a little interval, I was allured 
by more fubftantial attra&ions. However, when I 
ha^ leifure to weigh all chances, and calculate all 
contingtociesy I fo^eiaW) that not even the large 

fortune 
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fortune which I prc^nofticate fhe will one day be 
pofleffed of, could in any wife recompenfe me for 
the probable vexation (he might occafion me ; for 
which reafon I thought it advifeable to wave my 
claim in favour of Harry Hume, who, though he 
courted her for three weeks with all his might and 
main, could make no hand of the bufinefs j for the 
imprafticable young wretch thought proper to 
leave us all in the lurch, and elope with an old vil- 
lain of a gardener, and whether {he has married 
him or not. Lord knows !" 

Hedor Fitzofborne gazed in new aftonifhment 
at this difcourfe. 

" Mr. Nettleby, (faid Mrs. Fitzofborne) I have 
declined entering into any controvcrfy with you •n 
this point, becaufe I have wi(hed to prefer ve the 
equality of my temper ; but I neither can, nor 
ought to hear the charafter of the fweeteft, the moft 
blamelefs, and the lovelieft girl that exifts at this 
moment, thus infamoufly traduced, without at- 
tempting its vindication. If Rofma has withdrawn 
herfelf clandeftinely from my proteftion for an in- 
terval, the motives which obliged her to adopt this 
meafure, were no lefs powerAil than honourable. 
She was forced— (he was driven to it. I could 

eaflly 
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cafily dear up whatever appears myfteriouB in her 
conduit, did propriety allow me to eoter into the 
detail." 

As Mrs. Fitzofbornc thus fpoke, the cheeks of 
her fon glpwed with Joy« and his eyes fla0^ with 
triumph. 

" At leaft, (faid Mr. Fitzofborne with a fneer) 
when a youdg lady makes an elopement, there is 
no great breach of "Cbarity in fuppofrng that (he pro- 
vides herfetf with a male companion. But I think 
we had ki^ttcr chaogt the topic.'' 

«« Aye, fo we had, (faid Nettleby) too* much 
time has been already wafted an a very worthlefs 
one. Pray, Mr. Fitzofborne, have you ever heard 
how that caufe was determined, that fubfifted fo 
long between, &c. &c.** ' 

Whilft Mr. Nettleby harangued on his favorite 
fubje£t, the law, the ladies in a low Voice purfued 
the fubjefl: which had been thus interrupted ; and 
all, except Lady Flori, concurred in fpeaking of 
Rofina with tendernefs and pity. They fhortly af- 
terwards went into the garden, and Hector Fitz- 
ofborne found an opportunity of drawing his mo- 

VoL.IV, E ther 
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ther afide to demand a folution of the doubts ^vhich ^ 
agitated and perplexed him; for though entirely 
convinced of the faultleflhefs of RoHna's condu£t, 
he ftill greatly apprehended her having formed fome 
engagement that would prove an infuperable bar- 
rier to the union, of which he had fo many years 
cherifhed the idea. But when aiTured that liis fears 
were without foundation; that Rofina was ftill 
difengaged— -when made acquainted with her mo- 
tives for leaving his father's houfe, his fpirits rofe 
in proportion to their former depreffion, his admi- 
ration became more fervent^ and his tendernefs 
more animated. In her elopement he faw fome- 
what extravagant and romantic — ^but it was the 
romantic geiierofity of a noble mind, which, when 
the hatred of oppreffion inherent in fuch minds, 
banifhed her from the houfe of his father, refufed 
to involve his mother in the disgraceful confequen- 
ces of a feparation from her hufband : he flattered 
himfelf it would 4)e impoiEble for her to conceal 
her retreat from a vigilance fo aftive and interefted 
as his. Every bar to his wiQies feemed already 
removed; Rofma feemed already his own. No 
longer depreiTed by the apprehenfions which had 
preyed on bis fpirits the preceding part of the day ; 
. when he returned to the company, all his natural 
. vivacity was reftored him, and Mr. Nettleby had 

no 
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no longer any reafon to coimiliment him on his 

taciturnity. 

Lady Bell and Mr. NevHle left Belle.vtte im- 
mediately after fiipper ; Mrs. Fitzofborne and the 
young ladies retired foon afterwards. The gentle- 
men ftaid to iiniih their bottle, and Mr. Fitzofborne 
defirous to know his fon's opinion of Lady Flora, 
mentioned to him in a carelefs manner, his having 
been appointed her guardian, and ftom thence took 
occafion to expatiate on the largenefs of her for- 
tune, and the fplendor of her connexions. It has 
been already faid, that when Mr. Fitzofborne had 
{o warmly endeavoured to promote Mr. Hume*s 
union with Rolina, he had made him the confidant 
of his defigns on Lady Florae that gentleman, who 
omitted no opportunity of recommending himfelf to 
his patron, and who ftill perhaps cherifhed a fecret 
hope that Rofina, whom he was inclined to believe 
innocent, might ftill be prevailed on to liften to 
^ his addrefles, when, on her returi>from a retreat, of 
which he imagined (he would fhortly grow weary, 
found young Fitzofborne united to another woman, 
now began a panegyrick on the charms of Lady 
Flora, fo florid and loured, that young Fitz- 
ofborne, who could not penetrate its fecret defign, 
was furprifed, and liflened in filence to this lavifh 
£ 2 eulogium 
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s 

culogmm of a perfon, who in fais own eftimation 
merited it fo little. 

« The girl is like the reft of them, (feid Nettle- 
by, who would not fo long have fuffered his ne- 
phew to harangue without interruption, had he not 
been nodding in his chair) but I wifh you would 
find fome theme of more importanct to hold forth 
«n, if hold forth jou muft-*^are we to be bored all 
night with the iniignificant chit !'' 

9 

** But before we difmifs the fubjed, ((aid Mr. 
Fitzofborne) I fhould with to enquire my f<Hi*^ 
opinion of my ward." 

" My opinion, fir, (replied He£lor Fitzo&orne) 
I am really not confcious that I have formed any." 

<< T*hatis ffrange, tnethinks, (replied his fether) 
Lady Flora, I Ihould foppofe, is not an objed to 
be viewed with ftich total indifference by a man at 
your time of life." 

'' If obliged to decide on her ladyfliip's merits, 
(replied young Fitzofborne) I believe I {bourd ad*> 
drefs her as the fox did the bufio in the carver's 

ibopi 
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fcop; O la belle tetc! qu'elle pitie qu'elle n'ait 
point de cervelle 1" 

<« A very juft decifion, (cried Nettleby) a little 
made up thing, all gewgaw, tinfel and frippery— 
buc.as tQ her having no brains, I promife you (be 
18 not one jot the worfe on that account i if they 
have any little portion of fagacity, what ufe do they 
make of it but to torment and out-wit us, like that 
mUer young imp, Rofina* If men muft marry, 
they would do well to look out for the greateft 
ideots that are to be found in the fex ; and as this 
lady Flora feems to be quite fufficiently filly and 
empty, and that her fortune is fo farge, and her 
connexions {o defirable, I think you would do well 
to avail you^felf of the influence your father pbf- 
fefTes in quality of her guardian, and get yourfelf 
married to her if you can*** 

f^ I thank you for your advice, ilr, (replied 
Hedor Fitzofborne) little inclination as I feel to 
£oUow it : though I allow, were infipidity a necef- 
£u'y ingredient in matrimonial felicity, her lady- 
ibip feems to poflefs a very adequate proportion of 
this lethargic quality : but whenever I marry, I 
ihall hope to find in the fociety of my wife, a cor- 
E 3 dial 
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dial to brighten and vivify my exiftence— -not att 
anodyne potion to fet me a-fleep." 

Young Fitzofborne, who had becn^apprifcd'bjr 
his mother, of his father's defigos on Lady Florae 
and beheld in her the little idol to whom Rofina 
had been faeriiiced, could not avoid beholding her 
with contempt and diflike ; and had with pleafure 
availed himfelf of this opportunity of manifefting 
to his father, his averfion to the alliance he knew 
he meditated*. 

^^ You are very fevere, fir, (faid Mr. Fitz^^ 
oiborne, witK an air of difpleafure) even as the 
ward of your father, Lady Flora might be entitled 
to a lixde moi« confideration.f' 

« If I have erred, fir, (replied Keftor Fitzv 
o(borne, fmiling) Mr^^Nettleby has beea to blame;; 
I only allowed the juftice of the claims he attri^ 
buted to her ladyfliip ;. and though her perfeaions- 
don't greatly fait my tafte, you will find (uch num- 
bers of men of a contrary opinion, that you can 
meet no difEfulty in difpofing of your war4 tamuch; 
better advantngeJ* • • ' 
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^ If numbers are of that opinion, (returned Mr. 
Fitzolborne) numbers are probably in the right. 
There is fiothing more ridiculous in a young man, 
than an affefted fingularity of fentiment." 

" I believe (faid young Fitzolborne) no afFeAed 
fingularity will be imputed to me, even though I 
ihould profefs a diflike to a union with a woman 
of Lady Flora's caft of charafter. If I ever marry, 
it (hall be in the expeSation of being happy ; but 
the idea of happinefs could never be conneded in 
my mind with that of Lady Flora; however, fince 
the fubje£t difpleafes you, we will drop it to b& 
refumed no more." 

Mr. Fitzofborne not judging the prefent to be a 
proper period to purfue the fubjeft, devoured hi^ 
chagrin in filence, and the company immediately 
afterwards broke up* 
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CHAR IX. 



mry hums springs new game* 



HECTOR Fitzofbornc retired to his cham- 
ber, and though infinitely lefs happj than 
he had that morning expeded to find himfelf 
before the clofe of the day, yet fo far reliev- 
ed from the anxious and miferable uncertainty 
he had experienced in the courfe of it, that he en- 
joyed an enviable flate of comparative felicity. 
After, having tenderly kiffed the little portrait that 
had been for four years the companion of his tra- 
vels, he v^ent to bed and fell afleepj and the power 
who prefides over the dreams of lovers, inceflantly 
repr^fented Rofina to his imagination, as gentle and 

engaging as fhe was beautiful and amiable. 

•J 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hume, meantime, revolved in his mind the 
preceding converfation. He felt fome furprife at 
the philofophic IndifFerence of youi>gN^Fitzofl)orne, 
in refpedt to advantages fplendid enough to dazzle 
the eyes of moft men ; and though he was far from 
jpining in his uncle's opinion, and efteeming Lady 
Flora's alliance the more defirable on account of 
her ignorance and folly, he thought thefe difad« 
vantages fo greatly over^balanced by her rank and 
opulence, that he could not forbear to regard as 
very enviable, the union for which young Fitz- 
oiborne had exprefled fo great a contempt. Hope 
is the child of ambition: Lady Flora very young, 
and very filly, might pofSbly^ be captivated by the 
attentions, which the enlightened underilanding of 
Rofina had fo acutely traced to their origin. Im- 
pudence, he heard and faw, was a moft faccefsful 
quality: many, in fimilar circumftances, had fuc- 
ceeded i at leaft be could lofe nothing by the expe- 
riment, except Mr. Fitzofborne's favour ; and he 
thought it would be politic to rifle that trifling ad*- 
vantage, when fo much greater emolument was at 
flake^ It is true he knew his patron intended Lady 
Flor^ for his fon ; but that fon had already expli- 
citly avowed his averfton.to fuch a connexion ; and 
even though he had not, Mr. Hume was not bur- 
dened with Qn^ jot of that troublefome fanpulofity,, 
E i which; 
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which proves To great a ftumbling block t& it9 
pofleiTor, in the road ta riches and diftin<Stion6, and 
keeps man)' a man ftruggUng with ill fortune in 
the vale of life, whilft thofe of his competitors, who 
dexteroufly caft it afide^ outftrip him in the race^ 
und arrive at the fummit of honours and prefer- 
ments. Sleep at length overpowered his fenfes,. 
and Plutus, the God of his idolatry, poured out to 
his view fhining heaps of imaginary treafure*. 

From the very- next day Mr. Bume commenced 
his attacks on the heart of Lady Flora ;' and as 
Mrs. Fitzoftorne had formerly predicted,: he found 
that territory in fo weak and defencelefs a ftate*, 
that it required but little addrefe to render himfelf 
abfolute mafter of it. He foon perceived Mr»» 
Flaherty's afcendant, and was fenfible of the necef*- 
iity of fecuring her interefl by a handfome douceur,, 
which that politic gentlewoman, after fome conful<- 
tation with hejfelf^ determined to aceept. She well 
knew that it was only from her ladyfhip'S forming 
a connexion of this clandeftine nature, thatherfelf 
could derive any fubfiantial advantage ; as a per- 
(an whofe rank and fortune were fuitable to Lady 
Flora's, would have no ncceflity for purchafing her 
-reprobation of his addreiTes ; and {he determined- 
.to turn hex influence to the beft poffible account,* 

ami 
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and difpofe of her vote and intereft to the higheft 
bidder. 

Lady Flora foon made her the confidant of Mr. 
Hume's pailion, and Mrs. Flaherty, previoufly en-, 
gaged by a retaining fee of thirty guineas, pleaded 
the caufe of her client WHth her ufual eloquence and 
fuccefs* 

« But dear Flaherty, (faid Lady Fjora) what 
would my family fay, if I fhould encourage the 
addrefles of a perfon fo greatly my inferior V* 

*< Lard, mem, (returned 'the confidant) what 
could they fay, but that love levels all diftin(5lionS) 
and fure they muft be more ignorant than felvidges 
not to know that. And as to the young gentle- 
man's being fo greatly beneath you, I dare fay he 
will be foon on the bench, and then of courfe he'll 
be made a lord of, as many a one has been, that has 
had a great deal worfe beginnings— them things 
happen every day." 

*« They certainly do," faid Lady Flora. 

« However, mem, if yourladyfliip does not find 

yourfelf difpofed to encourage the poor young gen- 

£ 6 tleman> 



84 R O S I N A. 

tieman, it would be kind to let him know bis def^ 
tiny, and not keep him in difpenft ; for upon my 
reputation, mem, I never faw an example of a gen- 
tleman's falling fo virulently in love in. a few day& 
time." 

" Yes, indeed; (faid Lady Flora) he is mod:' 
violently in love, poor fellow ! or elfe, as he told< 
me, he never (hould have had prefumption to de- 
clare his paffion ; for he protefted he Toved without 
hope,, and entreated nothing but my compaffionj; 
fo you know, Flaherty, it would have been quite- 
ill-natured to have refufed him that ; and indeed I 
could not if I had wiihed it, for I am fare he pu^. 
his handkerchief to his eyes three times, and was in 
fiich diftrefs,. that I could fcarcely help crying,—- 
Mr. Hume's very modeft, Flaherty."' 

'" O, exceedingly modeft,, mem — that's quite: 
^ his fort, mem," 

" And I think he has an agreeable perfon*'* 

^^ Your ladyfliip fays very true; I proteft mem>. 
he is quite a very pretty gentleman, and I dare* 
fvvearhe will cut a figure yet, whoever lives to fee. 
iti lor h-^ has words at will,. mem." 

« Yes^ 
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* Yes, lb he has indeed, (faid Lady Flora) I 
proteft it would have made your heart ache to have 
heard him bewailing his hopelefs paflion; it put 
me fo in mind of fomething I had feen on the 
ftage : it was really very moving— -I' believe I did 
weep a few drops; however, I took care not to 
give him the flighteft encouragement ; but I afked 
him what his uncle meant by faying he had beea. 
courting that Rofina V* 

« Well, mem,, and what did he fay to that?'* 

" Why he told me a long fto'ry how Mr. Fitz-^ 
efborne wanted to perfuade the old man to marry 
her^ merely to rid the houfe of her, becaufe he was 
quite provoked with the ftifs Mrs. Fitzofborne 
made about a creature of that fort ; and he made 
him believe flie was to have a greit fortune, and fa 
contrived to inveigle the old fool into a fort of 
promife ; however, he foon began to find him out, 
and grew afraid i and then he wanted to fhift the 
. performance of his promife on his nephew. So, in 
compliance with his uncle's whims, becaufe he is to 
leave him a very great fortune, he pretended to 
court her for a week or two ; though he had al- 
ways a {hocking diflike to her, and thinks her quite 
ordinary^ and he fays that tBaf^idure in the draw- 

ing-room^. 
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xng-fOOiD) that one is fo bored with, is To mon^ 
ftroufly flattered, that it refembles me infinitely . 
more than it does her^" 

<^ And he fays very right indeed^ mem ;. I aflure 
you I always thought fo/' 

« But dear Flaherty, what would you have me" 
fey to Mr. Hume when he next addreffes me." 

** Lard, mem, how can I pretend to direft your 
ladyfliip in any thing. To be fure, if you were to 
marry ibme great Lord, he would think himfelf 
your ladyfliip's equals^ and not be one bit obliged 
to you for having him : whereas Mr. Hume would 
think himfelf bound to adore your ladyfhip all the 
days of his life for your condefcenfion, and be ready 
to kifs the ground you ^go on, and lay his hands 
under your ladyfliip's feeu" 

^^ That's very true indeed,, (faid Lady Flora) I 
did not think of that before ; then you think, Fla- 
herty, I may indulge him with fome hope." 

** But pray, mem> take care to let him have, as^ 
it were, but a very little fpice of it at a time; for 
above all things, your ladyibip muft take care not to 

let 
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let yoarfelf down v and a young lady fliould always 
keep her lover, let him be never fo much favoured^ 
for a coniiderable time at arm's length, before ihe 
confeffes her muiwTXJinfatiims .** 

This hft piece of advice Mrs. Fhherty threw 
in, noi through any regard toLady Flora's delicacy,, 
but with a mercenary view to her own intereft ; by 
protracting the terms of Mr. Hume's courtfhipj fhe 
imagined (he (hould gain time, and multiply her 
opportunities of felling her fecret fervices to the 
beft advantage : but in Mr. Hume flie found a 
competitor, whofe talents were fully equal to her 
own, and whofe opportunities of exerting then> 
were fuperior^ 



CHAP. 
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Licentious Hymen join^ their willing hand v 
And looiely twines the meretricious bands. 

aAHVIH^ 

MR. Hume played' his game with fuch fub* 
dety, and knew fo well how to avail him^- 
felf of the afcendant which the weakpefs of I-rady 
. Flora's underftanding had enabled him to acquire 
over her mind 5 that fpite of the exerted efforts of 
the waiting gentlewoman, in lefs than three weeks 
he pcrfaaded her to confent to an elopement from 
Belle-vue, and a private marriage^ The former 
favourite, amazed and confounded at the rapidity of 
his operations, and mcrtified and provoked to fee 
her authority thus fuddenly fuperieded, debated 
with- herfelfjt, whether it might not be for her inte- 

teik 
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reft to prevent the execution of this project, by 
'betraying it to Mr. Fit^ofborne ; but recollefting, 
that in the cpurfe of the inveftigation, of which 
iiich a difcovery would be natumlly produ£iive, the 
bribes (he had received from Mr. Hume, would in^ 
evitably be brought forward, and fupply the cleareft 
evidences of her corruption, flie rejTolved to make 
a virtue of neceffity, and acquiefce with feeming 
&tis&9:ion, in the meafures which (be wanted in^ 
fluence to prevent. But Mr. Hume was not to be 
cajoled or deceived; be perfectly entered into the 
ipirit of Mrs. Flaherty's proceedings; and con- 
fcious that the fame mercenary fpirit that induced 
her to fell Lady Flora to him, would operate as 
powerfully in favour of any other man who might 
bid high enough for her fervices; h& thought Lady 
Flora very unfafe, whilft (he continued under the 
influence of fo pernicious an ad vif^r ^ and there-* 
fore inftfted on her difmiffing Mrs. Flaherty from 
fcer fervice the mcming after tneir marriage : whicii 
after many tears and expoftulations &e confented 
to do. Lady Flora loved the flattery more than 
the flatterer, and concluding that flie fliould find in 
her hufband the {ame parafitical compliance with 
her whims, and extravagant admiration of her 
charms, which he had manifefted whilft her lover, 

was: 
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was therefore prevailed on to part with her form^ 
favourite with the lefs repugnance; 

Mr. FiCzoiborne was thunderftruck at thfs^ 
ievent, and extremely enraged at the treachery of 
Hume. Mrs. Fitzofborney though {he had enter-^ 
tatned fome fufpicion that a (cheme of this nature- 
was in agitation, was yet exceedingly furprifcd at 
the fuddennefe of its execution^ Much as fhe 
wifhed to be rid of Lady Flora, fhe would have ac* 
quainted Mr. Fitzofborne with her fufpicions of 
Mr. Hume's intentions, had fhe not thought it very 
probable, that if prevented from forming this con- 
nexion, her ladyfhip might enter into fome other^ 
infinitely more imprudenf^and become the prey of 
fome fharper, equally abandoned in morals and 
neceffitous in circumflances : fhe therefore joined 
with her fon (who was rejoiced to find his def- 
tined bride thus conveniently difpofed of] in endea* 
vouring to diferm Mn Fitzofborne's refentmenty 
and reconcile him to his ward^ and the hufband fhe 
bad chofen for herfelf }^ a talk too difficult to ba 
fudde'nly effe^cd^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XL 



THE LAWYIR GETS THE GOUT,. 



HECTOR Fitzofbome, inean while, had 
employed his time and his attentii^n in mak- 
ing enquiries for Rofina, as fruitlefs as they were di- 
ligent. The letters his mother conftantly received 
from her, heightened his defire for the difcovery of 
her retreat, and the uncommon circumftani^es bj 
which his paifion was attended, appeared to give it 
new energy sukI interefl:. This teindernefs^ for Z 
woman to whom he was almoft a ftranger, Teemed 
whimfical even to htmfelf : it was a delightful chi* 
mera, foftered by endearing remembrance, and che- 
rilhed by fond anticipation. Rofina had long been 
deftined by his mother to be his ; in the marriage 
of Lady Flora, one principal* obftacle to their unioa 
appeared to b^ removed^ he relied much oa his 

father's 



$1 ROSIN A. 

father's partiality, and fancied that the obfcurity 
which ftill clouded the retreat of Rofina, was the 
only impediment that remained to be furmounted. 
Under pretence of amufing himfelf with a trip to 
England, he went to Parkgatc, and from thence 
proceeded to Chefler, after having made the mod 
minute inquiries for Rofina and Auftin; on the 
fame errant he proceeded to Liverpool, and it is 
unneceffary to add, with fimilar fuccefs. From the 
dates of Rofina*s letters, he few that they frequent- 
ly reached Ireland two or three days after they were 
written, and convinced by this circumftance that her 
tetreat could not be very diftant, he wandered for 
near a month, through the weftern provinces of 
England, and through Wales in fearch of it. Con^ 
vinced, at length, of the hopeleilhefs of his enqui* 
ries, he returned to Ireland melancholy and dif*^ 
pirited. 

The following winter,, in purfuasMce of the plasL 
file had long meditated, Mrs. Fitzofborne, in fpite 
of the remonftxances and expoftulations of her 
hulband, cauled Rofina's claim to the inheritance 
of her £imily> to be reviv^ed ; a law agent was pro- 
vided for the purpofe of conducing the fuit, and: 
•young Fitzofl}6rne went himfelf to .London to in- 
fped a bufmefs, in which he felt himfelf fo deeply 
; . interefted i 
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intereftcd ; for he ^ras fully coAfciotts^ that were 
the fuit to be decided in her favour, now that Lady 
Flora was othefwife difpefed of, his father would 
cea£b to oppofe her adndtittance into his family. For 
two enluing terms^ the iiiit was carried with the 
feme probability of fyccefs wbiph had always at« 
tended it^ but the final decidon of it was ftill 
warded off by the wealth and in^uence of the op« 
poiite party. 

Wearied with the delays of the law, in (ptsing 
young Fitzofborne returned to Ireland, Mr. 
Fitzofborne in the mean time had been perfuaded 
to a reconciliation with Mr. Hume and Lady 
Floras and in tbefummer gave them an invitation t9 
^nd ibme time at Belle^vue. Poor Lady Flora 
had long flnce been convinced, by experience, thai: 
the faappinefs ihe had fo fondly promifed berfel^ 
ike fliould find in the connexion in which ihe had 
fe anwarily engaged herfelf, was a pbantonu 
When the arts of adulation had ceafed to be ne« 
ceflkry, Mr. Hume had utterly dropped them ; the 
fondnefs of which he had feigned an. excefs, and rf 
which he had at firft felt fome fmall portion, had 
long fince given place to an coldnefs thsit bordered 
on diflike« Teazed with her caprice, wearied witk 
faer iiifipidity, and difgiufted with her folly and ex«- 
5 travagance. 
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travagance, though he never treated her with ab* 
folate brutality, he often found it difficult to fub^ 
due his contempt ; and was fometimes tempted to 
repine at the poiTeffion of a fortune, which had been 
purchafed at the expence of his bofom peace, and 
domeftic comfort. He very willingly accepted 
Mr. Fitzofborne's invitation to Belle-vue, deter- 
mining to ftation his lady there as long ^s he could, 
and refolving, that whilft fbe continued there, his 
own viiits to her (hould be as (hort and unfrequent 
^s confifted with decency. 

At this period Mr. Nettleby experienced a fe- 
vere attack of the gout in his ftomach, for which 
the phyficians ordered him immediately to Bath. 
Though much averfe to this journey, which, on 
calculating cafualties and contingencies, he fore- 
law muft neceflarily be productive of confiderable 
expence, he was at length induced to undertake it, 
and Mr. Hume, through pretended motives of 
4uty, declared his intention of accompanying him, 
glad to be rid of his domeftic burden, even for a 
Ihort interval; and not judging it fafe to truft the 
old gentleman, in his then precarious ftate of health, 
amongft ftrangers, who might poffibly influence 
Jiim with refpe<a to the fetdement of his aflFairs. 
It was greatly Mr. Hume's imerpft, that the dif- 

pofition 
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pofition of his effedls might be left to the law, and 
whenever the old man had expreiled any inclina- 
tion to execute a will, he had hitherto artfully con- 
trived to divert him from the intention, which, the 
tendency that old perfons ufually have, to fancy 
themfelves almoft immortal, rendered no difficult 
tafk.to him* 

The violent antipathy Lady Flora had with rea- 
fon conceived for Mr. Nettleby, prevented her 
from having, the leaft inclination to be of this 
party ; and induced her to confent to remain quiet- 
ly at Belle* vue until their return* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 



AN OlD ACQUAIirTANCB INTRODUCED. 
Clt08S EXAMINATION. 

TW O days before that appointed for his de- 
parture, Mr. Hume came to Belle-vue, to 
take leave of his lady. In the evening as he and 
young Fitzoftorne returned on foot from a vifit to 
Lady Bell, s^s they paffed through the neighbour- 
ing village, the figure of m after Solomon Stringer, 
the parifh clerk, happened to flalk by them. Mr. 
Hume/ had feen him but once before, on the even- 
ing previous to Rofina's departure from Belle- vue, 
and the circumftancesof the interview, of which he 
had then been the vifible fpeflator, were fo extra- 
ordinary, that they iniftantly recurred to his recol- 
leftion. He fuddenly flopped, and looked after 
him. 

« The 
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" The figure of our parifli ckrk fecms to ftrike 
you, (faid young Fitzofborne) had you been a fre- 
quenter of church it would have been fiuniliar to 
*you." 

** As that is a place I very feldom vifit, (re- 
plied Hume) I muft conftfs I never but once be- 
fore encountered this ftrange fpe£bcle of a man, 
and my fancy is at prefent lefs ftruck by his appear- 
ance, than by the recolledion of the uncommon 
fcene I was then witnefs to.'* 

He then related to young Fltzoftorne the con- 
ference which had taken place between Rofina, 
Auftin, and Solomon, on the eve of her departure: 
imputing, however, his having overheard it entire- 
ly to accident. Fitzofborne*s lively imagination 
immediately caught fire at this incident. Either 
Auftin of Rofina muft have a correfpondent in Ire- 
land, and the fufpicion of fuch an intelligence, 
might more reafonably fall on Solomon, who had 
long been the intimate of Auftin, than on any other 
perfon. He would have inftantly followed Solo* 
mon, and tempted him with the offer of a large fum 
of money ; but Mn Hume, who prided himfelf on 
his dexterity in fifting out truth by the fubtil^ of 
crofs-examiiuition^ of which his profeffion fo fre- 

Vol. IV. F quently 
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quently rendered the pradice neceflary, entreated 
him to leave the condu& of the a£Fair to bimfelf ^ 
which Fitzofborney convinced that his talents in. 

this refpe£l were fuperior, readily confented to. 

) 

They proceeded immediately to the humble ha* 
bitaition of Splomon, whom they found feated at bis- 
work ; for on week days, when his ecclsfiaftical 
dignity was laid afide, he officiated in the lowly 
capacity of cobler to th^ village. 

Mr. Hume told him he was glad they had found 
him alone, as the bulinefs they had come on was 
of no little importance. 

Solomon caft his eyes downwards to their (hoes, 
the ftate of which he appeared to reconnoitre with 
great attention* 

*^ Our bufinefs is not in your profeffional line, 
({faid Mr. Hume) we come to confer with you 
about matters more momentous*" 

Solomon bowed his head. 

« You are accufed,. (faid Mr. Hume) ofba^^ing 
aided and abetted in fecreting a youngJady> W2urd« 

to 
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ft) Mr. Fitzofborne, from her friends, conjointly 
with Auftin, formerly gardener to the aforefaid Mr* 
Fitzofborne. There is ftrong prefumptive evi- 
dence againft you, and if you don't immediately 
declare your knov^ledge of this iniquitous tranfac« 
tibn, you may expeiSl to be treated, and mal-treated 
too, with the utmoft rigour of the law." 

^* I know nor art, nor part in it," faid Solomon. 

** Come, come, (continued Mr. Hume^ you 
had better lay afide this folemn grimace, which, 
however well calculated you may find it to imprefs 
the vulgar and ignorant with the belief of your fu* 
perior fanftity and wifdom, is very much mifplaced 
at prefent. To-morrow morning, when you are 
examined before a juftice of peace, you will be made 
to fpeak out. There is a ftrong fufpicion of foul 
play in this affair; there is much room to imagine 
that the young lady has been murdered by you and 
that other old villain ; for it has been depofed that 
Ihe was feen to confer privately with you both in a 
folitary place in the (hrubbery, on the evening pre- 
vious to her departure ; and from this and other 
ftrong circumftances, there is reafon to apprehend' 
that you formed a plot together, to inveigle her 
a^ay from her friends, for the purpofe of pofTeiSng 
F 2 yourfelves 
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yourfel ves of the valuable efFe(3s (he carried with 
her, after the perpetration of the aforelaid barba- 
rous and atrocious murder/' 

The natural tawny hue of Solomon's phyfiog- 
nomy, was converted to livid palenefs by the viru- 
lence of this accufation. 

*' I fwear by the creed of St. Athanafius, (cried 
he) and all the incomprehenfibilities therein con- 
tained, that I am as innocent of this fa£t, as the 
babe that yet flumbers in the womb of his mother I*' 

" I am glad you have learned to fpealc at laft, 
(faid Mr. Hume) but proteftations of innocence 
will avail you little ; as your accomplice in this 
inhuman murder has abfconded, all the vengeance 
of the law will fall upon your head ; and as the 
circumftantial evidence of your guilt is fo y^ry 
ftrong, in all probability you will be condemned to 
the gallows in lefs than two months ; and I will 
ufe my utmoft intereft to have your corpfe gibbit- 
ed up'oppofite to your own door, by way of a fcare- 
crow, to deter others from the like bloody and 
abominable praftices," ^ ^ 

" O Lord, 
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" O Lord, (cried Solomon) who didft deliver 
thy holy prophet Daniel from the feng of the ra- 
venous lion, forfake not thy jaithful fervant in this 
his great peril and adverfity !'* 

« Come, Come, (cried Mr. Hume) none of your 
fimdimonious airs ; this is not an age to pray for 
miracles. If you have a mind to fave your throat 
from a halter, you muft, if poifible, difcover the 
retreat of the young lady, and produce her as a 
living witnefs of your innocence ; none other will 
avail you. In the mean time you need not be 
much (hocked at being lodged in goal until your 
trial can be brought pn ; for as you are accufed of 
murder, you cannot be bailed out ; you will cer- 
tainly find it rather unpleafant to be thrown into a 
damp, dark dungeon, with only a little ftraw to 
lie on, and no food but bread and water ; beiides, 
the galling weight of the heavy fetters muft be 
fomewhat difagreeable to thofe who have never 
been accuftomed to th^m." 

Solomoa groaned^ 

" However, (continued Hume) this won't laft 

long : you will be releafed in two or three months, 

if you can prove your innoceniy on j^ur trials if 

F 3 not. 



loa R S I N >A. 

not, you'll be tuck'd up without benefit of clergy, 
as the law direSs, unlefs you turn King's evir 
dence in time, and impeach your accomplices. So' 
now prepare to go to. ^oal immediately ; I exppQt 
the officers of juftice here every moment ; for you 
know thefe criminal profecutions admit of no 
delay/' 

« O Lord-^O Lord ! (exclaimed Solomon, yh9 
trembled with terror as he fpoke) dungeons, irQQ$^ 
bread and water-rrhaltjcrs and gi})bets ! Why did | 
ever .nie<^dle in this accurfe.d buQnefs !" 

«< Then you cpnfefs youffelf a party in Ro|in^'f 
^fcape !" cried Fitzofborne. 

** It wajs undoubtedly the deyij that tengyp,t:e^ 
youj (faid Hume) but mi*r4er will put." 

** ^Iurdcr, (excjaimed Solomon, who in hij 

confufion and affright, was fcarcely confcious of 

''what he uttered) if the damfel Jiad beeo murdered, 

could Ihe write the letters that I have Conftanjtly 

remitted to the lady of the manor !" 

** O heaven^ (cried Fitzpflborne, who had wit^ 
nefTed the foreeoing fcene with mingled fenlLtions 

of 
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of hope and apprehenfion) you then are the con- 
fident of Auftin ! you are acq^uainted with Rofina^ 
retreat ! Tell me, I entreat — ^I befcech you." 

" Pfhaw! (interrupted Hume, angrily) thcfc 
nonfenHcal tranfports will fpoil all/' 

** If you can* difcover where the lady is to be 
found, (continued he to Scdomon) you need be in 
no pain about your neck. The only inconvenience 
you h^ve to apprehend in that cafe is, the triflirg 
one «f laying in goal for two or three months.'' 

<< And is there no way to avoid that heavy tri« 
bufation? (cried Solomon) Behold, I tremble like- 
tmto a young afpin, at this bitter blaft of adverfity— 
my tongue cleaveth to my mouth for, very forrow ! 
O tford, what is to become of thy fcrvant !** 

^ Leave ofF your canting, (faid Mr. Hume) and 
relate fimply 2(11 your knowledge of this myfterious 
buiinefs. This gentleman and I poiTefs great in- 
fluence, and if we find you innocent of the alkdged 
crime, we will exert it to the utmoft to prevent 
your impriibnment." 

F 4 « But 
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<< Bat I made an oath upon the church bible/' 
fSttd Solomon. 

<^ Was it tendered you by a magiftrate/* (aid 
Hume. 

« No/* 

<< Phoo, then it was illegally extorted, and you 
are by no means bound to the performance of it. 
Befides, when your life is at ftake, it is no time to 
indulge yourfelf in religious fcruples, and quala\3 
of confcience." 

This trial was too great for the integrity of So- 
lomon, who immediately related, in his laconic 
ftyle, all his knowledge of the tranfadion; and as 
a corroborating teftimony of his innocence, he 
drew frx>m under his bed an old boot, which had 
long ferved him as the repofitory of his money and 
papers of confequence, from whence, after much 
fearching and rummaging, he produced the follow* 
ing epifile, in which Auftin had lately enclofed to 
him a letter from Rofina to Mrs. Fitzosborne. 



TO 
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TO MR. 30L0M0N STRINGER. 
FRIEND SOLOMON, 

YOUR letter of the fifth inftant came fafe to 
hand. I was right glad fo heere as the goode fam- 
millje be fo ftoute and hartie — but as to the en^ 
quirys that they keeps a makeing about Mifs Ro- 
fina, it's all mere nonfence, for (he's as fnug as a 
bug in a rug, and they may ihake tbeire cap at her, 
'till fuch time as (he takes another crotchet to go 
home again, as ibe did to whifk away from them, 
for no one reafon diat I knows about under the fun. 

" But be it for better, ^r be it for worfc, 

" Be governM by hiin that carries the purfe.** 

Not that (he has any great matters left in her's by 
this time, poor dear young lady !— for a wee houfe 
has a muckle mouth ; and though our mice hops 
upon crutches as it were, I promife you it is as 
much as we can do to make both ends meet. How- 
ever, if it was not for fome peepels prevercenifs, we 
might be fixed in another guefs manner— and if I 
was 2i goode fkribe, I might tel fine ftorys— but its 
a long lane that has no turn. To be fure, if it was 
not to her owne likeing, it w«uld be a hard thing 
F 5 to 
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to fee a fine young lady like her kept puUing die 
devil by the Uile in thU poor beg^^Iy way ; but 
whcnthings comes to the worft they'll mende> for 
hunger, they iay, will brake tl^orqugh f^Q^ne walles, 
and that's my comfort, though God forbid I ihould 
live to fee her father's daughter brought to &ich a 
pafs. Howfomever, don't you upon no account 
blab. If madam Fitzoiborne gets the wind of % 
word, how that you are in any wife confarn'd witb 
us, Iheed come a pumping of yoi| and offisring you 
money ; jfbr I knows her as well as a dog knows- 
hit di(h ; but if you turn taiie in any .fiiape, it will 
be the worfte turn for you that ever you did ; for 
you know I have you under my thumb in regard to 
the money I lent you, and can make you pay for 
the rofle, and fend you to rot in a jale whenever I 
pleafes. 

I remain your loveing friend 

A HOBXSKlNSONt 

Deliver the enclofed as before, and JamA as ufiial 
to Auftin Jones,, ths^ being the name- 1 chopiea 
to go by in thos par^« 

This 
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This epiftle, which for many days had repofed 
quietly iii the toe of Solomon's old greafy boot, was 
now transferred to the throbbing bofom of Fitz- 
ofbome, and received from his lips a tbouland paf- 
iionate kifies. He threw Solomon his purfe, which 
contained more ftan double die money he owed ta 
Auftin, and flew to c;9mmunicate the joyful tidings 
to his mother, whofe raptures at this uaexpe6ted 
£(covery were not hh animated than his own. 



CHAP. XIII. 



A SHORT CHAPTER. 



IT was agreed between Mrs. Fitzofborne and 
her fon, that this tranfaSion fhould be care- 
fully concealed from the knowledge of Mr. Fitz- 
oflbome, and that Heftor (hould accompany Nct- 
tleby and Hume to Wales, under pretence of mak-- 
ing an excurfion for his amuferaent, difcover Ro- 
fiiia's retreat, to which the poft mark of Auftin's 
letter appeared to be a fuflicient guide, and perfuade 
F 6 her 
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her to return with him immediately^ to Ireland; 
whilft Mrs. Fitzofborne, who would have been the 
joyful companion of this journey, had her health at 
that period been equal to the fetigue of it, was to 
prepare Lady Bell for her reception in the intrim. 
She had formerly been prevented ^ om configning 
Rofina to the proteSion of that lady, by the fre- 
quent vifits which a young baronet, who was re- 
lated to Lady Bell, made at her houfe, and whofe 
paffionate admiration of Rofina, threatened to inter- 
fere with her favourite views. This obje£tion was 
now removed by the gentleman's having left the 
kingdom, and the manfion of Lady Bell feemed on 
every account a moft pleafmg and unexceptionable 
afylum for her young favourite. 

- In purfuance of this plan, young Fitzofborne fet 
ofFnext day with Mr. Hume for Dublin, and very 
early the following morning failed in the Holyhead 
packet, with him and Mr. Nettleby. 

Though Rofma's retreat was confiderably out of 
the direft road to Bath, Mr. Hume had fo flrong an 
inclination to witnefs the conclufion of an adven- 
ture, in which he had aded fo confequential a part, 
that he'refolVed to impofe on the old gentleman, 
who was an utter ftranger to the true motive of 

f itzoibornc*s 
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Fit2olborne's journey, and no lefs a novice In re- 
fpeSt to the geography of the country they travel- 
led through, and made him believe they took the 
ilraight road to.the place of dieir deftination, whilft 
in reality they deviated pretty widely from it j a 
deception they found it very eafy to pra£life ; for 
had the old gentleman been "inclined to make en- 
quiries, he met no perfon who could either anfwtr 
or underftand them. 

On the evening of the fecond day after their de- 
parture from Dublin, they arrived at the town, of 
which Auftia^s letter bore the poft mark. In cen- 
fequence of their enquiries at the poft-office, they 
difcovered that they were ftill four miles diftant 
from the refidence of Rofina. With fome difficul- 
ty they perfuaded Mr. Nettleby to move onwards, 
and arrived pretty late in the evening at a forry inn^ 
not more than half a mile diftant from the cottage. 
Here they depofited their luggage, and the old gen- 
tleman, and having got the beft directions they 
could, they fet out on foot, and alone, in queft of 
the retreat of Rofina. 



CHAP. 
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A SCHOOL MISTRE5S. 



IT was v€ry dufkifti in the ev«oing when they 
kft th« imi 5 ^ ^ die woods they l»d to. pa& 
thffougb 9^iM ^ the gboPH it Wa8 not woafetful 
th^ thqy n[»iiSc4 their way. AfteF w^jvkring ue^il 
it; ws^aln^oft dark) through path&unki3iQ\¥nanditQ« 
f^e^iventpdr thi^y el^i^ a fonwle figure feending Qve« 
a brook,, from wh^ncQ flie fee«iQd to he ccdle<9ing' 
fQ«ii& hgrhs> which bor« a nearer crfenrfrianoe to om 
of th« wi**M fifters of JVfecbcth, than to ** arty mar^. 
tal mi^iur^ of earth^s msuldn'' Although abndib 
hopelefs of receiving any informafaon froia a pedboy 
who moft probably could not underftand their lan- 
guage, they approached and addrefled her, and were 
moft agreeably furprifed, when, by her accent and 
language, they perceived her to be an Englilh wo- 
man* 



imr^ Tl^ ea^pff ed the ^ay la the cattle of 
i^tiiftiQ) to which Ibe very civilly dire£te4 thcnxi, 

" Pray, (faid Fitzofborne, from whofe thoughts 
Ro^na i^ras never ^bfe^it) dc^^ aay yom^ gift ie« 
gijeiifi^hh^nir 

<« Yes, fu-,. his daughter; I h^ve feei> thc^girl 
qftep enough, though I never vifited heir i four 
people don't much like to notify ftrangej:Sj^ s^md, 
folks that nobody knows." 

** And is not the daughter very handfome?** 
faid Mr* Hume. 

«^ Yes, fir, a|5 far a^ exteii^; g<$es, there i& np 
deficiency to be laid t». her chsM'^v '* 

« And is not her conduct ^u^lly fi^uljlefj ?'* 
enquired FitzpfbornQ eagerly. 

*< A§ to that, (the datoe repUed) that (he. cojuiJ. 
not tajce ijippn her to difiert tha^ it was : but be it 
a3 it might, it w^ no byfiiiefs. of her's. t^ pujI^Ui^srte; 
bei; neigh]>om:'s ba/ckflidin^'' 

« Backfiidings ! 
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*« Backflidings ! (repeated Fitzofborne) what 
errors could {he have fallen into— what tempta* 
tions could ihe have to err in fuch a place as this !'' 

<< As poor a place as you may think it, fir, (re^ 
plied the dame) 1*11 afltire you it is not fo void of 
. grandees and great noblemen as you feem inclinable 
to imaginate. Satan is always ready to lay his 
fnares in every place, for them that are willing to 
run into them." 

«« What fnares — ^what noblemen !" cried Fitz- 
ofborne, impatiently. 

« O as to the Lord, (returned the hag) I don't 
diffeverate that he laid any fnares for her : all the 
parifh fay that (he was as willing as he, and where 
that's the cafe, he can't be accufated of any falfe- 
nefs. For my own part, I never meddle in thefe 
matters i I have been for ten years fchool-miftrefs 
in this parifh, and it would ill-befit my ftation to 
fet an ill example to the youth that's placed under 
my intuition. Befide, I only ftepped out to pick 
a few water crefles for my fupper ; and not ex- 
peding tJO meet company. I came out quite in a 
difshabUle, as you fee.'* 

« What 
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« What is th« nobleman's title ?" faid Fitz- 
ofborne. 

« O that I may confide to any body, (rttumed 
die matron) becaufe everybody knov/s that he is 
called Lord Raymond, and keeps at Madam Eve- 
lyn's, at Druid-Grove," 

« Lord Raymond !*' cried Fitzolborne, whilft 
the blood flulhed fuddenly to his cheeks, for he in« 
. ftantly recollected that his modier had acquainted 
him with his former partiality for Rofina, and the 
means ihe had ufed to remove her from his infidi- 
ous attentions. 

; / 

" Oh, (faid Hume, obferving his emotions) 
you muft not fuiFer yourfelf to be influenced by 
thefe village cenfures : defamation 'k no lefs ^e 
vice of the cottage, than of the court/' 

«* What, (faid Fitzofborne) can you fuppofe 
ipe weak enough to build iufpicioh on fuch a foun- 
dation !'* , 

« As to that matter, ((aid the dame) I defy any 
one to accufate me with diftra£ting from the merit 
of any body : for I make it one of the tenants of my 

religion 
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worthy condefcenfion, or impofe on the unfufpici- 
OU8 tendernefs of my mother, by a ftudied difplay 
of artificial generodty, and hypocritical pretencM 
to a greatnefs of mind fhe pofTeiTed not.<»No— no, 
notwithftanding appearances, Rofina is certainly 
innocent I come on— a quarter of an hour will dif- 
fipate our doubts !** 

The fcene that fucceeded to this converfation, 
has already been defcribed. On his firft entrance 
into the cottage, Fitzoflx>rne, though too candid 
and generous lightly to harbour fufpicions injurious 
to Roflna's honour, could not avoid beholding in 
Lord Raymond, a dangerous and favoured rival, 
and in the rage of reprefTed jealoufy, he treated 
Rofina in the cold and refentful manner that has 
been formerly related ; and in the latter part of that 
interview, it was not wonderful that his faith, in 
the reditude of her condudt, fhould have yielded to 
fuch ftrongly concurring evidences of her cul- 
jjability. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 



AN INCENDIARY LETTER. 



FITZOSBORNE had left the cottage al- . 
moft diftraded with the rage of jealous in- 
dignation, and the grief" of difappointed tendernefs* 
The agitation of his mind communicated itfelf to 
his motion; he rufhed onwards with a velocity, 
which Mr. Hume finding very inconvenient, he 
flackened his pace, and followed Fitzofborne at his 
leifurc. 

On his arrival at the inn, he found the old gen- 
tleman feated at his fupper, in no very pleafant 
temper. He enquired for Fitzofborne, and was 
told by the fervants, that he had retired to h?s ap- 
partment, which being immediately over the par- 
lour 
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lour- in wkich fupper was prepared, he heard him 
traverling the room with a hafty ftep. 

«« Aye> (faid Netdeby) the moment he entered 
the houfe, inftead of coming in to enquire how I 
bad come off in the chace I had fet out on after 
that little hunch->back'd devil } or fo much as hav- 
ing the civility to wifli me good night^up ftairs he 
flew, and without reverting to the half ruinated 
ftate of this old (battered manfion, there has he kept 
ftriding about over my head, like an elephant, 
fliaking the whole edifice to that degree, that I was 
apprehenfive left it fhould tumble about my ears i . 
fo I very cjvilly feht up my fervant with my com- 
pliments, to requeft him to defift ; but he defired 
him to go to the devil with them, or ufed words to 
that purpofe, and (hoved him out of the room. 
Well, down I fat to my fupper, and not very well 
pleafed, as you may imagine, at being treated in 
fuch a manner ; he all the time ftumping about juft 
as you hear him at prefent ; and direAly as my nice 
fricafeed chicken, that was cooked under my own^ 
infpedion, was fet on t;he table, down comes a 
great patch of the plaifter that he had loofened froni 
the cieling with his prancing about, into the very 
middle of my difh— you may fee the place from 
whence it fell : I never was in ^uch a confterna- 
4 tioa 
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tbn in my days ; I was fure the roof had fallen in ; 
however, I loft my good fupper by it : it is true, 
they brought me m a fort of partridge, but if it 
wafn't for the name for a partridge, a man might 
as well have fupped on an old ftinking magpye. 
And then, here's no tidings of thofe rafcally fer- 
vants'that I difpatched after that little frightful 
goblin. I can't for the life of me get his predic- 
tions out of my head : it is the moft extraordinary 
incident that ever occurred to me. I have no mind 
to purfue this journey to Bath : what good can all 
the medicinal fprings in the world do me, when my 
mind is in fuch an uneafy ftate of fufpence and' 
aj^reheniion I b«fide, it's a damned expenfive 
place, where ^M are liable to every fpecies of fraud 
and impoAtion. I vnfh I had never left home : 
there's noriiing like the eye of the matter j and all 
cafualties and contingencies well weighed and con- 
Adered) a perfon's property is never fo fecure as 
when under his own immeciate infpeftion." 

Many other obfervations of the fame ftamp were 
added ta this harangue, which' was at length inter- 
rupted by the landlady, who related, in great terror, 
that hearing a knocking at the door, ancl imagining* 
it to be fome of the fervants^ (h* had gone to open 
iVwhea a man, with a black mafk on his face, had 

put 
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put a letter into her hand, defiring her, in a voice 
that made her tremble, to give it to the old gen« \ 
deman, and inftantly difappeared. 

Mr. Nettleby, in great affright and agitation, 
immediately broke the feal, and with fome difficul- 
ty decyphered the following lines, which, to his 
i.nexpreffiblc horror, he perceived were written in 
blood. ^ 

** This cums to ackwaint yoe, yoe ould ftingy 
neger, that hafing ockafhun for a littel munney, it 
will be propper for yoe to lave fife hunderd ginnefs 
under a fartin ftone on the top of Pengwyllyn 
mountin, the feame hafing on it a deth's hed and 
marrow bones; toe (howe yoe what yoe haf to 
expeft if yoe refus to complie with this rekweft, 
which will very much oblidge youre umbel far- 
vantes as yoe diflarve. But if yoif don't do the 
needful, there's fix brave fellors of us, and fix good 
blunderbufhis well loded with flugs, that has takin 
our bible ^ oathes to dimmolifh your ould rottin 
heranium, and bio youre branes to the divil ; fo the 
kweftchon is, which yoe will feave, yojure noddell 
or youre munpy bags. Wherefore to, kinvince 
yoe we wont ftick ^ nothing, and would as foone 

murder 
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murder yoe as looke at yoe, wee haf rltten thefe ia 
owre owne bloods. As witnefs our hands, 

Roderick Cutthrottle, Jacob O'DeVilly, 

Peta: Fitzbelzcbub, Martin M*Molach, 

Anthony Manflaughter> Andrew Gafhwell, 

« O heaven and earth! (exclaimed Nettleby) 
what a diabolical confpiracy we have here ! Yes, 
it is plain enough, I am befet on all fides-— my de-* 
firu£lion is determined ! O the infernal incendia* 
ries ! I have but one way to avoid them s I muft 
get up before day-light to-morrow morning, and 
make the beft of my way back to Holyhead; 1*11 
not go to bed at all, I can't fleep a wink— as fare 
as I am alive that little damned hobgoblin that we 
{aw to night, is at the bottom of this hellifh con<i» 
federacy, It is he who is fetting on thefe defpera- 
does to waylay and murder me !' I have nothing for 
it but to give them the flip."' 

It was in vain that Mr. Hume attempted to 
argue him out of bis abfurd apprehenfions, and to 
convince him that they owed their origin to the 
mifchievous archnefs of Richard, who perceiving 
his weaknefs, had taken advantage of it to befet 
- him with a group of imaginary affaffins— the in- 

VoL.IV* G vincible 



vincible obflinacy of his nature rendered him iaac-* 
ceiEble to convidion. 

<* I admit the poffibilitj of your poiition^ (faid 
he) but life is too precious a concern to be trufted 
to the hazard of fuch uncertain and dangerous con- 
tingencies. That incendiary letters are frequently 
Written with mor6 ferious defigns than that which 
you are pleafed to attribute to this» is a point too 
well afcertained in this age of general depravity, to 
admit of any controverfy. But felf-prefcrvation is 
the firft law of nature. Peter Fitzbelzebub, Mar- 
tin M'Molock, Roderick Cutthrottlel what a 
hell-fire, firing of names the (anguinary villains 
have invented, to ftrike a terror ! No — no— you 
may fay what you pleafe, ray refblution is taken— *A 
fine figure I ihould make with my brains blown 
about my ears. I have nothing for it but flight, fo 
pray go up and acquaint Fitzofbome with my de- 
terminations ; and defire him at the fame time to 
have his fire-arms in readinefs, in cafe of an at- 
tack." 

Mr. Hume, confcious of the impraSicable obdu^ 
racy of his uncle's temper, knew that farther ex<* 
population would be fruitlefs, and therefore com- 
plied with his deiire^ 

C H A P» 
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CHAP. XVI. 



THE TRAVELLERS PUT TO JFLIGHT. 

HE found Fitzofborne gloomy and agitatedi 
He informed him of the letter his uncle bad 
received) and both agreed in afcribing it to its true 
author, our little crookback. He then acquainted 
him with his uncle's confequent determination, and 
enquired whether^ he bad any objeSion to fetting 
out with them in the morning i 

Pitzofborne lielitatedj << I am unwilling, (laid 
he) to depart without one more effort*" 

<« What, (faid Hume) to perfuade Rofina to 
quit the arms of her lover." 

G z JiczoflHvne 
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Fitzofborne fhuddered, as if ftung by a fudden 
pang. " Yet, allowing that (he is guilty,** (aid he, 
after a paufe* 

<< They muft be blind indeed, who could believe 
her otherwife, (interrupted^ Hume) after the de- 
monflration the events of this evening have af- 
forded.** 

Fitzofborne's &ce glowed, " Well, (faid he) 
as yet, however, fhe is young in error— many cir- 
cumftances concur to palliate her fault. My fa- 
ther's harfhnefs, confpired with my mother's ill- 
judged partiality to force her to the adoption of a* 
meafure, which, however innocent in the inten- 
tion, has entangled her in guilt. But though frail, 
Ihc is not abandoned, I would fee her once more* 
I would awaken her confcience— her mind natu- 
rally pure and honourable, will be eafily perfuaded 
to renounce the allurements of-illitit pleafure. O 
what a triumph, to lead back this poor wanderer 
to the fold of virtue!'* 

" What a romantic fcheme is this ! (faid Flume) 
To put this fine plan in execution, you muft wait 
until (he finds herfelf dcferted by her lover, then, 
indeed, repentance and remorfe will naturally re- 

•fuU 
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V 

fult from difappointnient and vexation ; -and on 
them you may found your fcheme of reformation ; 
but to fancy that your eloquence can now entice 
her from the arms of an amiable and favoured lover, 
and perfuade her to exchange the fafcinating charm 
of mutual tendernefs, for the gloomy aufterities of 
penetential Conow^ would, indeed, be a vifionary 
hope. She may poffibly be reformed . hereafter, . 
but after her pofitive refufal to accompany you to 
Irebnd, any farther attempt to perfuade her to ^ter 
her refolution, for the prefent, at leaft, would be 
highly abfurd^ And after all, What is the motive 
which reiiders yoU thus folicitous for the reftora- 
tion of this ftrayed lamb ? you and Lord Raymond 
remind me of two wolves ; you would fnatch the 
prey from his jaws, only to have the fatisfadlion of 
devouring it yourfelf." 

*' You wrong me j (returned Fitzofborne) by 
all that's facred, Rofina Mortimer is the laft wo- 
man breathing, of whom I could form a licentious 
idea ! the virtues of her heart are ftill dear to me^ - 
I ftill venerate her former purity. I would lead 
her back to my mother, I wouH exult in being the 
inftrument of her reformation — ^but I would never 
fee her more." 

G J « You 
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« You arc quite a fpiritual Quixot, (rcplfei 
Hume, laughing) but if you take my advice, yoE 
iivuU indeed fee her no more. Vour perfeveraace 
m this chimerical plan, may produce more feriout. 
confequences than jou are at prefent aware of. 
Can you imagine Lord Raymond will not refent 
your thus endeavouring to deprive him of bit 
dulcenea V* 

*< And do you fuppofe I am to be intimidated by 
the refentment of that villain ! (cried Fitzoiborne) 
catching (ire at the infmuation, I abhor the favage 
ferocity that embrues its hands in blood on every 
frivolous occafion ; but where our laws ailign no 
punifiiment to crimes fo enormous, ihall not pri- 
vate jufiice fupply a remedy to the deficiency, and 
boldly ftep forward to avenge the wrongs of the 



** I allow (replied Hume) that his LordDiipde- 
ferves a halter better than moft of the poor devils 
who are deftined to wear it ; and if we could per* 
fuade him to ftand quietly, and fuiFer us to tuck 
him up to the fir ft tree that was ftroi^ enoirgh to 
hear his weight, I ihould have no objection to affift 
at the operation. But you muft confider, that in a 
fair duel, the chances are equal j the vindicator of 

innocence 
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'innocence runs an equal rifk with him who vio- 
lates ic nay, often a greater; for in the latter, 
fkill is frequently improved by pradice ; brutal 
force is often neceflary to ward off the vengeance 
mcurred by brutid depravity, and the bravo is go- 
nexaliy united with the feduccr. What then will' 
it avail to the caufc of virtue, that j'ou fhould fall 
beneath the arm of a villain, and be fent home a 
mangled corpfe to your diftradled parents ; whiUt 
your antagonift, fafe and unhurt, might exult in his 
/ecurity, and with boaftful arrogance, add another^ 
li&ovy to his bloody catalogue.*' 

" Your arguments are convincing, (faid Fitr- 
dfborne) we are no more entitled to fport with our 
^ exiftence, than to deftroy it. Vengeance belongs 
to heaven— -and it will burft at laft ! So young-— 
fo fwect — fo beautiful ! O villain — ^villain ! If the 
regions of eternal horror contain a place peculiarly 
pre-eminent in torture, Roiina, it muft belong u> 
thy betrayer/* 

After (oai^ more expoftulations and remon- 
flrances, Hume extorted from him a promife, to 
accompany them on their journey the enfuing morn« 
ing. He then leTt him to return to the old gen^ 
tleman, 

G 4 Fitzofl)orn# 
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Fitzofborne, ftill reftlefs and agitated, continued 
to revolve in his mind the tranfadlions of the paft 
evening. All the fplendid dreams of blifs, which 
but a few hours before had foothed and delighted 
nis imaginationi fecmed now to be diiBpated for- 
ever. 

</ And is this (faid he) the meeting with which 
i had fo^fondly fed my fancy ! is this the reward 
of my toilfome and unwearied refearches. To find 
her thus fallen and deprived — her whom I bad ve« 
nerated as the perfeflion of humanity— whom I 
loved with an attachment fo invariable— a tender- 
nefs fo fervent. But now it is over j to indulge 
this unmanly foftnefs, _would now be a defpicable 
weaknefs. Thus, then, Rofina, continued he» 
fnatching from his breaft the little companion of 
his travels — thus I tear you from my bofom ! fweet 
and faithful portrait of an innocence once angelic !'^. 
he continued gazing wiftfully on the picture. 

** To my fond heart each morn has f«6n thee prefs'd, 
" Each night has laid thee pillow'd on my breaft j 
*< Force (hall not tear thee frota that faithful flirine, 
** Thou ne'er wert hi«, and Aalt be ever mine.'* 

« Yesj 
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«' Yes, (cried Fitzofborne, rephcing the pic- 
cure in his bofoip, and apologizing to himfelf for 
the weaknefs he wanted refolution to vanquifli,) 
Yes,: I will flill guard thee in my bofom as a fad 
fymbol of the frailty of human nature^; a melan«^ 
choly memento of the vanit/of human expccta- , 
tion ! Shall I then go without another effort to re- 
claini her ! but to ftay — to meet the man I abhor-— 
to be fent home to my mother, perhaps bleeding 
and breathlefs, or return to her arms a felf-accufed 
and frantic murderer, reeking from the flaughter of 
a fellow-creature, precipitated to eternity with alt 
bis crimes broad blownj* 

Fitzolborne ftarted at the pifiure, and' deter-., 
mined to depart* Soon, however, his reftlefs ima- 
gination returned to Rofma 5 to write to her at 
leaft, could involve him in neither guilt nor peril j 
the anxious folicitude of his mind, di6^ated the let- 
ter which has already been prefeiited to the reader* 

Fitzofborne walked all night about his chamber, 
and old Nettleby, wbofe brain was too full of pl6ts> 
confpiracies, and aflfaninations, to fuiFer him to en- 
joy a moment' s repofe, entered his apartment be- 
fore day light, to inform him every thing was pre- 
G S pared 
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pared for their departure, and to entreat him not to» 
omit charging his fire-arms. 

Fitzofborne, after feallng his letter, and giving 
dire<flions that it might be difpatched early that 
morning to Rofina, departed before fun-rife } and' 
with his two companions^ meafured back the way 
to Holyhead. 

That fame morning, two hours later, our little 
cfookback fet out for London, attended by hisr 
inifiy fquire and abettor, GryfFyth ap Jenkins. Iir 
his way he flopped at the inn^- to learn what efFe6ir 
had been prodliced by his incendlaj-y letter^ and^ 
with no Ihtle exultation received the account of 
the pannic into which it had thrown the old gen- 
tleman, and the early decampment of himfblf and 
his 'mynnidons- Tfais was a< luxurious banquet to 
Richard^ infattable appetite for mifchief, and he 
regaled on it fumptuoufly during his journey 7 
little confcious of the mortiV, though unintended, 
woxmdy. his won ton archnefs had given to thepeace 
and honour of the poor forlorn- Rofina, who^ wzs- 
prevented, by Fitzo(borne*s early departure^, not 
only from, rectifying the mifbikes of the preceeding 
evening; but ahb from executing (lec defign of* 
^companying him to Jreland : a project, which^ 

had 



ROSIN A. igt- 

liad it been accomplilhed, would have vindicated 
her fame $ extricated her from the fnares of a fedu* 
cer, and faved her bofom from many a bitter pang 
of fubfequent zBx&ion. 



CHAP. XVII. 

A VISIT OF FRIENDSHIP. 

TT^OR fome days after the departure of Fitz:- 
X: ofborne, Rofina endeavoured to calm hec 
mind with the hope of receiving a favourable anfwer 
to her letter to his mother, little imagining, it had 
been fuppreffed by Lord Raymond. The fifth day 
came; the wind had been tolerably fair j (he fan- 
cied (he might have had an anfwer, but' no anfwer 
arrived ; and Lord Raymond began to throw out 
hints that (be had none to. expeft^ The fixth. 
morning Ihe fent Auftin to the poft, from which, as ^ 
tifual,* he returned without a letter* Almoft ia 
defpair fhe wrote the following, lines to Mrs. Fitz- 
ofl)orne» 

G 6 ^ An* 



tja R O S I N A. 

^< Am I then abandoned ! Can the bafele^ {ur* 
mifes of ignocance— the cruel mifreprefentations of 
calumny, out* weigh my folemn and reiterated af« 
furances of my innocence !.Is there then fo little 
£aith in your friendfhip. Oh, not the concurring 
teftimonies of mankind could have perfuaded me to> 
believe you guilty, but for one Angle moment ! 

The fcofPs of the malevolent, die contempt of 
the ignorant, I could have borne- In your friend- 
fhip I fhould have found aa afylum— ;I could have 
laid my aching head, and repofed thefqrrows of my 
burfling heart on your bofom- But to be defpifed 
and neglefted by you — ^you, whofe efteem is more 
dear to me than that of all the world bcfide — you,, 
to whoie fricndfliip I judged no facrifice too great — 
to recover whofe tendernefs, Tcould^forego every 
earthly bleffing ! alt, my friend ! defer t not your 
Rofina !" . 

Rofma was interrupted by the ruftlingof filks in 
the paflage outfide the door. Her heart palpitated 
at every noife— fhe often fancied Mrs. Fitzoftorne 
was on her way to Wales, flie flew to the door in 
tremulous expedlationy and beheld Mrs. Evelyn. 
Difappointed and confounded at a vifit flie had fo 
little reafon to expeft, (he received her with aa 
5 awkward 
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'tfvrkward and embarrafled- timidity; they re-entered 
the parlour togethel*, and for fome minutes both 
continued 'filent. Mrs. Evelyn perceived Rofina 
had been in tears, and fhe pitied her diftrefs, diough 
doubtful of its caufe ; for fhe was not one of thofe 
outrageoufly ^rirtuous matrons, who confider their 
frailer Afters as an excommunicated tribe, exclud- 
ed from the rights of fociety, and every gentle duty 
of humanity. Her fentiments were candid, her 
charity was libera], and (he believed that it never 
was more efficacioufly exerted, than in upholding 
the fteps of the feeble, and reclaiming the wander* 
crs from their errors. 

«^ This vifit, (faid ihe to Rofina, in a tone of 
much gentlenefs) may, perhaps, furprife you ; its 
abruptnefs too, may require an apology^and I truft 
it. has one in the goodnefs of its intention. I ra<» 
ther fear it has been too long deferred, for delays are' 
often dangerous; but my bufinefs required pri- 
vacy ; and the difEculty of finding a time when I 
knew you would be difengaged, prevented my qotn-^ 
ing at aA earlier period.'* 

Rofina, who knew Mrs. Evelyn hinted at the 
long and frequent vifits of Lord Raymond, felt her 
face glow like crimfon. 

« I fhould 
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<< I fhould be fony to diftreft jou, (purfiicd 
Mrs. Evelyn) but you cannot be unconfcious o£ 
the difadvantageous reports to which your con-» 
aexion with Lord Raymond has been produdive.'^ 

Rolina hung her head> unable to reply* 

M Nearly as I am related to that nobleman^ 
(continued Mrs* Evelyn) and flrongly as I may be 
perfonsdly attached to him, parental pre-pofTeiOion 
cannot blind me to his vices* I fear he has a£fccd 
a bafe and dilhonourable part by you—* I fear he tias 
deceived you." 

' << Lord Raymond', (returned Rofina, rediming 
her fpirit in the vindication of the man fhe loved) 
Lord Raymond has a&ed no difhonouraUe part-* 
he has not deceived me.'* 



There is, however, candoc in thi& confeffion ; 
(faid Mrs. Evelyn, after a paufe) he has then in- 
formed you of his intended marriage with Ladjr 
EUnorLefleyr 



(raid 



«< He did, madain> inform me that fuch a union 
vas intended." 



Ol 
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^< Since, then, he has anticipated my inteUi- 
^ence, I might have fpared myfelf the trouble of 
this vifit (faid Mrs. Evelyn, rifing) and yet (turn- 
ing tov^ards Rofina with a look of compailion) 
impertinent as the h*berty may be thought^ I would 
fain fay fomething more.'^ 

*( O (peak, madSim, (faid Rofina) I am perfuad^ 
ed you can fay nothing that is not benevolent and 
compaffionate: this generous ihterefl in the iai.e of 
an unhappy firanger, is the ftrongeft evidence of 
your humanity. I am wretched — I am miferable ! 
labouring under imputations the moit injurious-^ 
and no lefs falfe than injurious V* 

^ If then, the Fmputatlons of which you com* 
plain, are without foundation, (returned Mrs. £ve^ 
lyn, with quicknefs) why do you give a colour to 
them, hy continuing to admit and encourage the 
vifits of the man, on whofe account you have hi- 
currcd them ?'*' 

«* Alas ! (replied Rofina) what courfe can I 
purfue ! excluded from fodety, perfecutedby vexa- 
tions — felf- incurred, perhaps, but not on that stc^ 
count the lefs tormenting : can I voluntarily re- 
nounce the only confolation that remains to me,, 

and 
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and deny myfelf the counfel and focieiy of the m^, 
Vfho has taught me to look up to him as my future 
guardian and piotedor/' 

5^ What^ (faid Mrs. Evelyn in aftonifhment) and 
' can you then acknowledge an expe£btion of find- 
ing a guardian and protestor in the hufband of 
Lady Elinor !"^ 

^< Ab, madam, (faid Rofina) you are deceived."' 

" Pardon me, (returned Mrs. Evelyn) I fancy 
it is you who are deceived-— and very bafely too.'* , 

*« That there was a treaty of marriage carrying 
on, Lord Raymond himfelf confeflfed to me," faid 
Rofina* 

*< And did he alfo acknowledge to you, that the 
preparations for its celebration are now in great 
forwardnefs, and that it is to be ratified immediate*^ 
ly on his return to London ?** 

** O heaven ! (cried, Rofina) it is impoffible I 
through policy alone he fuffers his family to con-> 
tinue in fuch an error V\ 

<«^ Ha» 
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« Has he then given you a promife of mar-» 
riage?" 

« Yes ; at Icaft I think fo— he has repeatedly 
offered me an arylum-**>what elfe could he alluds 
to?'* 

«< O the fimple reliance of credulous fondnefs^ 
(cried Mrs. Evelyn) and you really imagined he 
meant to marry you i^ 

<< In indulging that imagination, madam, ((aid 
Rofina, who felt her pride exceedingly hurt by this 
queftion) I have, perhaps, been lefs prefumptuous 
than appearances may lead you to conceive. I 
am not the daughter of a peafant— fprung from a 
refpedlable family, and juflly entitled to a noble 
fortune. I meant not to form a clandeftine union, 
where I deeme^ myfelf not unworthy an avowed 
and public election. I read your furprife in your 
countenance-^diiBmuIation is now unneceflary-* 
would to heaven I had never defcended to it 1 hear 
my ftory, and be yourfelf my judge !" 

Rofina then briefly related to Mrs. Evelyn, the 
circumftancesof herpaft life; whilft that lady lif- ' 
tened to them with aftonifliment, and reflected oa 

them 
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diem in filence, for Ibine time sffter Hofioa Kad 
concluded her narrative. 

w Your elopement, (faid Ihe) from the faoule of 
your ^enefadrefs, was an a£^ion fo unadvifed, fo rafh 
and thoughtlefs, that had it not involved you in 
difiigreeable confequences, your efcape would have 
been miraculous. However, our time may now 
be (pent to more purpofe, in endeavouring to re« 
pair the evil, than in vainly deploring it I rejoice 
in the confidence you have placed in me, though 
the dilcovery. of your rank augments my detefta-- 
tion of Lord Raymond's bafene&.*^ 

On diis point, however, Mrs. Evelyn found ft 
impoffible to make Rofina a convert to her opinioaw 

<• WeH, (faid Mrs. Evelyn) notwidiffandlng 
your credulity in diis refped, and the giddy ftep 
you have taken, 1 witt flill believe your under* 
ftanding to be of a fuperior order. Diveft yourMf 
of the weaknefs of partiality, and bring Lord Ray« 
mond's fincerity to die teft. A little diffimu<^ 
lation is fometimes more than excufable, it is 
neceffiuy. Treat htm with indulgence— feig» a 
ccHnpliance you feel not — ^reprefs your refentment, 
ihould his manners excite its draw him out by 

degrees. 
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degrees, and avail yourfelf of an unguarded mo- 
ment, to read the purpofes of his heart ; if it is 
polluted by no guilty views^ it will derive honour 
from the infpe^tion ', but never can I believe that 
a man can have a fincere afFe£tion for the woman 
whofe character he endeavours to traduce/^ 

Mrs. Evelyn theti ioformed RdAna of the coit* 
Verfation that had pafled before Sir Gregory and 
Mrs. Grubton, and that which h^d in confequence 
fucceeiled it, between Lord Raymond and herfelf i 
but ftrongly pre-poflefTed with the idea, that Lord 
Raymond wifbed her to confent to a clandeftine 
marriage, fhe imputed whatever appeared fufpici* 
ous in his condud) to his defire of impofing on 
Mrs. Evelyn, whom he might reafonably appre- 
hend would think herfelf obliged to acquaint his 
Either with his intentions, ihould. flie, hy any ac« 
cident, arrive at the knowledge of them. But 
however foreign to his heart the terms in which he 
had mentioned her might have been, (he felt her« 
felf deeply hurt and mortified at their indelicacy* 
She readily promifed a compliance with Mrs. Eve* 
lyn's plan, of which, though it might be painful to 
^ her feelings, ihe acknowledged the propriety^ 

Befoi« 
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Before Mrs. Evelyn parted from Rofina, ftfe 
made her many profeflions of efteem and protec- 
tion. 

*< I cannot, (laid (he) with any propriety offer 
you an afylum in my boufe whilft Lord Raymond 
remains in it ; but I think be cannot delay his de- 
parture much longer. When be is gone, I fball 
cxped to be chofen your proteSrefs, until you are 
claimed by your friends ; and nothing will fo great- 
I31 contribute to difcounteiiance the idle tales that 
have been repeated to your difadvantage, as your 
continuing to refide for fome time in my houfe^ and 
ifty writing to your benefacftrefs in your vindica- 
tion. Meantime be aflufed, when 1 am convinced 
that Lord Raymond's views are honourable, you 
will find me as earneft to promote, as I am now 
folicitous to difcourage them.'' 

Rofina poured out her warm acL^iowledgements 
to Mrs, Evelyn, and they feparated with fentiments 
pf compaffion and admiration on one fide, and of 
the warmeft gratitude and efteem on the other. 

The doubts which Roiina's partiality had at iirft 
refufed to confider as admiiSble, now returned to 
l^er nund i and though her heart denied its afien^ 

to 
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to the validity of proof no more than prefumptive, 
her reafon enforced the neceffity of a trial, which 
might either clear the innocence of Lord Raymond, 
of afcertain his guilt She determined to exert all 
her refolution— filence the fcruples of her delicacy ; 
probe his heart to the quick ; and if (he found one 
corrupted fpot in it, baniih him from her fight, and 
exile him from her own for ever ; hope, however, 
fiill predominated, and fhe rejoiced in the acquifi* 
tion of fo valuable a friend as Mrs. Evelyn. 



CHAR XVIII. 



DIS8IMULATIOK UNMASKED. 

LORD Raymond had been engaged to fpend 
that day at the feat of a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, and Mrs, Evelyn had feized the f 
opportunity which his abfence afforded, of vifiting 
Rofma fecretly. It was late in the evening befoie 
he could difengage himfelf. In his return he fent 

his 
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his Servant home with his borfe, and went alone t# 
the cottage. Roiina perceived^ as foon as he en<» 
tered the parlour wheitl^ the fet, that he had devi- 
ated from that ftrid fobriety, which fince his red- 
dence in Wales, his health had obliged him to ad- 
here to, and her heart whifpered her, that this waa 
the moment to make the trial ihe meditated. 

In Lord Raymond's manner of addreffing her^ 
there was more fondnefe, but lefs refpe£t than ufual. 
He enquired whether (he had not received an an- 
fwer from Mrs. Fitzofbome, and on bebg anfwer* 
ed in the negative i 

<* Nor ever win, (faid he) it is evident diat thefe 
Fit^ofbornd's feek nothing but a pretence to throw 
you oflF; yet I fuppofe you ftill perfevere in your 
defign of begging to be admitted as an humble de« 
pendant on the bounty of diat worthlefs and purfe* 
proud race, whodefpife and (corn you.'' 

« Where elfe can I go to ?" laid Rofina, Arug^ 
gling with the emotion his words had excited. 

^ Where elfe ! (faid Lord Raymond) have yo« 
then no alternative ! have you not acknowledged 
your tcnderncfs for me V\ 

« And 
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^ And I have not retraced that avowal/' faid 
Roiina. 

cc What avails die acknowledgement of an af- 
fedion, (returned Lord Raymond) of which you 
€Ould never jret be perfuadcd to give me any other 
proof/' 

<< I have not denied you any proof that coit« 
fifted with propriety, (faid Roiina} nay, I have 
greatly exceeded it's bounds, in confeffing a par- 
tiality for^ a man in a fituation fuch as yours. But 
let us be more explicit ^ what further proof do yoi& 
require ?" 

Lord Raymond heiitated at this queftion. Uow 
dut Mrs. FitsKoiborne had difcovered the place of 
Rofina's concealment, he was in hourly apprehen- 
fion, left the zeal of her friendihip fhould induco 
her to come herfelf in puriiiit of her ; and confcious 
diat the arrival of that lady would put a final period 
to all his hopes, he imagined, that in a fituation fo 
critical, a decifive ftroke was abfolutely neceflary. 

<< There is a proof of tendernefs, Rofina, (faid 
le) which, eflential as it is to my peace, I yet 
iread to require of you. I can no longer amuie 

the 
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the impatience of my father with vain pretences^-*- 
within two days I muft be gone/' 

«< Well, (faid RoCna) and what then ?" 

« What then, Rofina ! Can you have fo little 
fenfibility— -fo little regard to the happinefs of the 
man by whom you are fo fondly, fo faithfully be« 
loved, as to fufFer him to depart alone." 

Rofina, mindful <^ :the councils with which the 
prudence of Mrs. Evelyn had fupplied her, repref* 
ied th& denial that hung on her lips, 

« What tie have you now to this place, (purfued 
Lord Raymond) without money, without friends, 
fubjec^ed to inconvenience, expofed to infult, def- 
pifed and abandoned by thefe* Fitzofborne's— yet 
how can I eftimate your tendernefs, when fuch a 
fituation is preferred tp the arms of the man who 
adores you!" 

Though Rofina continued immoveably fteadfeft 
to her purpgfe of returning to Ireland, yet ftill 
eagerly folicitous to read the bottom of his heart, 
and defirous to encourage him to an explicit avow- 
al of its latent purpofes, ihe fufFered him o pro- 
ceed 



ROS'I N A. f|5 

ceed without Interruption ; whilft with the tremb- 
Ifng anxiety of mingled hope and fear, flie liftened 
to his words, which, as they were ftill equivocal, 
(he was inclined to interpret in the fenfe moft fa- 
vourable to her wiflies. 

«< Will you then confent to leave this place^ 
Roiina ? (faid Lord Raymond, ardently preffing 
her hands) will you confent to accompany me to 
London— will you be mine V* 

" I had refolved, (faid Rofma, who whilft flie 
trembled with the apprehenfion of fimling hint 
guilty, determined to perfevere in a fcrutiny fb im- 
portant to her future peace ; and lead him on to the 
difcovery of his views, by an aflumed compfiance) 
I had refolved to enter into no engagement without 
the confent of Mrs. FitzOfborne— but fituated as I 
now find myfdf,"— — 

«« Then you confent to my wiflies, my dearefti 
lovelieft Rofma !'' 

^ Hold, my Lord, (faid Rofina) moderate your 
tranfports ; I cannot confent to a plaii) of which I 
am yet ignorant of the nature.** 

Vol. IV. H «Thc 
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<< The nature^ (faid he, hefitating and embar« 
rafTed) Let us firft execute our prcjed, my charnif 
ing friend (continued he) refuming his gaiety) and 
leave dull deliberation to a future hour— at prefent 
I am totally unfit for it. I am delighted with your 
condefcenfian— I am enchanted with your beauty. 
Why {hould we lofe an hour of the exquiike feli- 
city that awaits us. Let us depart to-morrow.'* 

<< Bui to depart (faid Rofina) under the pro* 
teAion of a man who is not my hufHand !" 

Lord Raymond's countenance changed at the 
term. 

*< You know my fitiiation, Rofina, (faid he, af- 
ter a filence of feme minutes) as I cannot publick- 
ly offer you my hand, I think it. would be unfair, 
ungenerous, to take advantage of your prefent per- 
plexed circumflances, to involve, to entangle you— - 
in fine to enfnare you into any engagements that— • 
might be a fource of difficulty in future." 

Language fuch, as this, one would imagine, ad- 
mitted not of mifinterpretation ^ yet to,Rofma, a 
novice in the black fcience of human iniquity, 
pure, innocent and unfufpicious, the guilt of fuch a 
.^ 3 . . fedu£iion 
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fedu£Hon appeared fo atrocious, that (he could not 
yet perfuade herfelf it was meditated by Lord Ray- 
mond I by the man fhe had looked up to as her 
friend and her advifer ; the man whofe virtues (be 
had fo partially magnified, and on whofe honour 
and tenderneis (he had fo implicitly relied. Though 
bis language was equivocal, his intentions (be fan* 
cied might be innocent. He might aim at nothing 
more than to conduA her tofome retreat, where he 
might at intervals enjoy her foclety, until fome for- 
tunate revolution in his aiFairs (hould enable him t3 
give her more open and public teftimonies of his 
attachment. But the hope which (he was thus un- 
willing to forego, was now feint and wavering, and 
more than counter-balanced by fufpicionj but a 
ftrongly interefted curiofity gave her fpirits to per- 
fevere in her innocent diffimulation. Whilft (he 
forcibly reprefled the emotions of her heart, he was 
at once furprifed and encouraged by her afliimed 
gentlenefs. 

^ But, (faid Rofina) the ftep you wilh me to 
take, would appear fo ftrange, fo unufual, that, — ** 

«* My lovely Rofina, (cried he, whilft the wine 

he had drank, confpired with the idea of the vie* 

•tory he fancied himfelf on the point of obtaining, to 

H 2 date 
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elate him to an unufual pitch of triumphant exulta- 
tion. How vain are die facrifices which we daily 
offer on the altar of that idol, cuftom ; which with 
a blind perverfenefS) we have ourfelves ereded, and 
whofe fetters we bear with a mean and voluntary 
fervility ! << Take nature's path and mad opinion's 
leave," fays our favourite philofopher ; let us then, 
my Rofina, leaving the blind and frantic multitude, 
to barter eilential and permanent happinefs, for an 
empty found— -an echo— a bubble that burfts even 
whilft they grafp it ; let us purfue the path of na« 
ture, unfettered by the galling yoke of felf-infli<Sed 
obligation; and whilft in the reciprocation often* 
derneis we find the fecret of felicity, laugh at the 
fuperftitions and prejudices of the deluded idola- 
ters." 

Rofina's blood ran cold at this fpeech— yet ftill 
diflembling her horror and indignation, <^ I now, 
((aid fhe, in a tremulous accent) <^ begin to con- 
ceive the nature of your fcheme." 

<< And will you then, with a generous reliance 
on my honour, accept of my offered protection ?" 

<< Honour! (repeated Rofina to herfelf) ah, 
traitor ! I am endeavouring, (fald ihe in a voice 

that 



R a S I N A* t49 

that befpoke her emotion) I am endeavouring to 
think of it with patience. But ihould this proje£l 
take place, what is to become of Lady Elinor V* 

«' O name her not, (cried Lord Raymond) damp 
not the felicity of my bofom, by recalling to it a 
remembrance fo hateful ! yet were you defirous of 
perpetuating your conqueft, of making my heart 
eternally your own, you would wifh me tq marry, 
her/' 

** I wife you to marry Lady Elinor V^ 

" O yes, Rofina ! with what inexpreffible rap- 
ture feould I fly to your bofom from the deteftable 
fociety of that little monfter of deformity ! witb 
what augmented brilliancy would your lovelinefs 
appear, when contrafted with the idea of an obj^eiSk 
fo hideous ! let Lady Elinor poffefs the only dif- 
tin£lion (he is capable of afpiring to ; let her enjoy 
the fplcndor of my rank — your's fcall be the com- 
mand of my fortune — the empire of my heart j youF 
reign feall be triumphant, and my allegiance volun- 
tary." 

Whilft Rofina feuddered with horror at the bafe- 

nefs of Lord Raymond's heart, thus plainly reveal- 

H 3 cd 
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ed to her infpediony he &ncied he beheld in het 
emotion^ the laft faint ilruggles of expiring virtue. 

« Say, my RoHna, (continued the deceiver) you 
who are diveftedof the prejudices of unenlightened 
minds*— what union can be permanent and dura^ 
ble— blifsful on earth, and holy in the fight of hea- 
ven, but that which is formed by the facred fympa* 
thies of congenial fouls. O hallowed and delight- 
ful ties— enchanting bonds, that lead in voluntary 
captivity each foft afFedion of the heart; how 
much fuperior to that flavifh nuptial yoke, which 
binds in unwilling thraldom the (laves whofe fouls 
revolt againft the tyranny, and murmur at the fet* 
ters they are unable to throw off?" 

But what avails it to repeat the fophifticated 
rhetoric with which the betrayer exuleavoured to 
warp . from the paths of re<%itude, the unguided 
foptft^ps of the innocent kofina, to flain her bofom 
widi infamy, and pierce it with confcious guilt-— 
how often his deceitful lips dared to profane the 
names of holinefs and honour, and with bold pre^ 
fumption, invoke the immortal powers to witnefs 
the purity of a heart, that glowed at that inftant 
with unhallowed pailiou ! 

WbUft 
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Whilft Lord Raymond uttered thcfe effufions, 
Rofina (at with her face covered with her handker- 
chief, and her head^ reclined on the back of her 
chair. He rapturoufly prefled her hand to his lips^ 
and (he attempted not to withdraw them. 

« I have prevailed, "(faid he in a tranfport of 
joy— fuch joy as wicked breafb can fcel> Rodna 
the lovely miftrefs— the delightful friend is mine I 
O what years of happtnefs await me ! love twines 
for me his brighteft wreaths^-«no angry nuptial 
thorns lurk beneath his rofes I 

Emboldened by Rofina's paf&vencfs, he threw 
his arms around her, and gently drew her towards 
him : her head funk on his ihoulder ^ he preiTed his 
face to her's, but it was cold^— cold as the grave } 
he ftarted, he gazed at her, and thought he beheld 
a corpfe in his arms i fo chill, fo pallid, fo ghaftly 
was that countenance, which but a few minutes 
before had been animated by the glow of youth, and 
brightened by the beam of vivacity. He cried 
aloud, Auftin came to him i but the view of the 
pale and motionlefs Rofina,^ almoft depi^ived him of 
fenfation. Rord Raymond raifed her in his arms, 
and carried her to her chamber j they laid her on« 
her bed, and fprinkled her with water i (he opened^ 
H. 4 her. 
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her eyes, and perceiving Lord Raymond, who knelt 
at her bedfide, a little traiifcient glow of refentment 
fluOied her cheek. 

« Go, go !" faid (he, withdrawing her hand 
which he held, and turning away her face. 

" Rofina, (cried Lord Raymond, in a real agony 
of vexation) 1 cannot leave you ! by heaven I adore 
you ! forgive the rafli Tallies of an intemperate paf. 
iion— I love you RoQna— more than my own foul 
I love you!'* 

« And with the fame aflFedlion too, (replied Ro- 
fina, faintly fmiling) for you would dcftroy us 
both." 

Lord Raymond, notwithftanding his effrontery, 
was ilruck dumb. 

" But, (refumed Rofina) I conceive not the paf- 
fion which you call love ! true love feeks the feli- 
city, not the deftrudion of its objed; and, equal 
to every generous facrificc, would fecure that fe- 
licity, even by the privation of its own. Oh how 
much could I have fufFered, rather than have given 

you 
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yow pain ! I could fay much, very much, but I am* 
feint and feeble — pray leave mc. ! " 

Rofina, will nothing melt that inexorable bofom !' 
behold my defpair, my penitence, my tears !." 

•* You have tears, then, (faid Rodna, turning to 
look at him) and fo,. they fay, have the crocodile 
and the hyenna." 

" O virith what coldhefs (cried Lord Raymond )\ 
you ftab me to the heart ! I cannot bear this calm-^ 
nefs. Treat me with fcorn, with anger, with re- 
proach—I deferve it, I can bear it all ; but thiy 
provoking coldnefs ! rather would I hear you pour 
curfes and execrations on the wretch who fufFered 
a tranfport of paffion — a momentary tranfport— <o> 
fiifpend the better diftatcs of his reafon !"' 

«• No, my Lordi no curies or revilings ffiallpafir. 
my lips ; you are no longer my enemy, for you have; 
loft the power to injure me. Pray leave me; my 
head is much* difttirbed; Merciful heaven ! is this 
a horrid dream ! oh, no, no !. I flumbered in a vain> 
ftcurity; I fancied myfelf die objedofa tender- 
aefs as fpotlefs— -as fervent as my own; but the- 
vifion is now diiBpated— ^raud and treachery havr 
11 i droggedi 
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dropped dieTcil— «vcrfioafiiccaBeds to {oadaeCsj and 
hofior to hope !" 

« Then j€U kooh joa deleft me !" 

**> I fliudder (£ud Rofina) at your prefence— my 
bkx)d runs cddvrfien you approach me ! yet where- 
fore fliould I dread the ferpent that has loft its 
fting ! O Fitzoflxinie ! is this then the man to 
whom die tendemefi of that noble bofom has been 
iacrificed!'' 

<< Is this to be endured ! (cried Lord Raymond, 
fiung with jealous rage at this apoftrophe to his 
rival) never Rofina, ftiall Fitzoftiorne call you 
his.'' 

<< Erenow (faid Rofina) he has ceafedto defire 
it ; thanks to the ftigma you were yourfelf the firft: 
to fix on my reputadon/' 

Struck with the juftice of this accufation, Lord 
Raymond attempted not to reply to it* 

<< But, (faid Rofina) I forgive you, and fo, I 
hope will heaven : pray leave me ; this 1 hope and 
truft is the laft Ume we ihall ever meet. 

Lord 
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Lord Raymond, in a real agony, now poured out 
athoufandpalfionate eiFufionsi but Roiina turned, 
from htm, and uttered not a word. Old Auftin^ 
who had been an aftoniihed fpeftator of the fore* 
going fcene, perceiving that his prefence was hate*^ 
ful to Rofina, compelled him to leave her. He 
ruflied out of the cottage in a tranfport of vexa- 
tion and difappointment,. inwardly execrating her. 
obftinacy and his own foiiy, in having, as he ima*- 
gined, prematurely revealed his defigns. 

But that fortitude ; that fpirit of injured and in** 
dignant virtue, which had fupplied Roiina with a 
temporary calmnefs, and enabled her to treat, with 
becoming fcorn,. the conceffions of a betrayer, and 
drive him with contemptuous' cddnefs, from hec 
prefence, fubfided the inflant he was withdrawn,, 
and gave place to a keennefs of fenfation, an agony 
of diftrefs, little fhort of defperation. Separate* 
from her friends, and apparently defpifed and neg-i- 
leded by them — cruelly deceived by him, on whom, 
her fufceptible heart had laviihcd its innocent and' 
unfufpiciOus tendernefs— forlorn-— unfriended— ^b^r 
reputation blafted— her refourcea exhaufted; her 
ideas wandered with, a gloomy and perturbed wUd«» 
nefs, from one diftrefsful fubje£l to another; but 
above -all, the perfidy of Lord Raymond rankled in. 
tt6. heir 
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her heart like a poifoned arrow, and wrung her bo* 
torn wkh anguilh almgft intolerable 



CHAP. XIX. 

\ 

A MARVELLOUS ADVfiNTUREr 



Swift on hU downy pinions flies fitnU' woe^ 
And lights on lidsuniullied with a tear 1 

*'OL£&&£D, (faith Saneho Panza) be the 
Xj man who firft invented fleep !" Blefled^ 
ihrice biefled be the power whofe benevolence: fup- 
plied this fweet, though Cranfitory oblivion, to hu^ 
man folicitude. Where this icind reftocative of na-- 
ture difpenfes^ its balmy bleffings,. how ibft and re- 
freihing are the hours of darlcnefs i but how reftlefs* 
aod how thorny is the couch from whence it is- 
banilhed by difcjuietude y, how tedious and drearjt 
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are thofe hours of more than midnight horror, when 
the gloomy ftillncfs of nature feems toconfpire with 
the pangs of intelledlual mifery, to deprefs the tBini 
with a ftill heavier defpondency. In thofe devoted 
moments, defpair feems to reign triumphant over 
the foul ; no ray of hope pierces the melancholy 
fliadows; imagination ceafes her antic frolicks^ 
fancy drops her magic pencil, or prefents to the 
jaundiced fight diftorted chimeras, and horrid forms 
of human mifery ', of mifery, which earned in foli- 
citude, calls on the meagre form of death, and be* 
comes enamoured of the ghaftly fpedre. To fuch 
hours, Rofina had been till now a ftranger; unhap- 
pinefs fhe had known, but not the extreme of 
wretchednefs. 

Early next morning fhe received a letter from 
Lord. Raymond, which fhe immediately returned 
unopened^ in a cover that contained thefe lines* 

Ros^iNA xa LoRi> Raymond^ 

A S the enclofed letter can contain nothing, ei-^ 
Iher to interefl: my attenticm, or to excite my curio* 
fity^ you will not wonder that I fhould return it 
unopened. Referve your artful eloquence for thofe 
whom it ma; infpire with admiration y in m; bofom. 

it 
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it can awaken no feeti ngs but contempt. I may be 
pardoned for an error that refiiltcd from the fimple- 
reliance of inexpertenced credulky, but voluntary 
communication with the betrayer, who would haver 
enfnared my innocence, would argue either a h«pe- 
lefs folly, X)r a confirmed depravity. I/Ct this, then,, 
be the final period of our correfpondence ;. nor ima- 
gine, that in thus eternally renouncing you, I facri-* 
fice to my oflFended honour the fecret feelings of 
my bofom : no, my Lord, my tendernefs vanifhed. 
with the imaginary virtues to which it owed its 
exiftence. Farewell, then,, and if hereafter a pang^ 
of contrition (hould arife in your bofom to avenge 
my wrongs, let it be mitigated by the refle6lion,» 
that you have injured, my peace almoft as little as. 
my honour ; for be aflured, Rofina is not fo weak 
as to dwell with fond regret on the idea of the man^ 
whom from her foul ibe dcfpifes I 

After this letter was difpatched, Rofina wroter 
privately to Mrs. Evelyn,, acquainting her, in a 
few words, with the full difcovery (he had made oB 
the bafenefs of Lord Raymond, and gratefully acr^ 
knowlcdging the benevolence which had fuppHed 
her with lights to penetrate the black defigns he had 
harboured againft her. The only tic which bound 
her to her prefent^fituation, was now broken, and 

' had 
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had {he followed the ftrong impulfes of her heart,, 
fhe would have fet out immediately for Ireland ; 
but after the kind and generous interpofition of 
Mrs. Evelyn, (he judged it would be ungrateful, as 
well as unwife^.to take a ftep of that confequence, 
without previoufly confulting her ; and ihe ima-' 
gined that the letter which that lady had propofed 
to write to Mrs. Fitxofborne in her vindication, 
would exceedingly contribute to fmooth the diffi- 
culties which obftruded this meafure ', difficulties^ 
which ihe now plainly perceived, had been aggra« 
vated, as well as enforced, by the interefted fubtil* 
ty of Lord Raymond. 

She paiTed that tedious day in a melancholy re- 
tirement. Mr. Lewis, who was now tolerably 
recovered, called at the cottage, but Auftin had 
inftrudions to acquaint any perfon who (hould in- 
quire for Rofina, except Mrs. Evelyn, that, (he was 
.ill, and bad gone to take fome repoie. 

In the du(k of the evening a boy came to ac-- 
quaint Auftin, that a friend defired to fpeak with 
him at the neighbouring inn. This circumftance, 
trifling as it was, aroufed Roiina<'s hopes ;. fhe fan- 
cied the meffiige muft relate to her, and earneftly 
befought him to return to her without delay. He 

had 
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had not been gone a quarter of an hour, when her 
female fervant came to inform her, tiiat a man who 
held a horfe at the gate of the farm-yard, enquired' 
for ?i«r, and faid he had a letter, which he had been* 
fbrbidden to deliver into any hands except her ownt 
Convinced that this ftranger could be no other than 
a courier from Mrs. Fit^ofborne, Roilna fcarcdy 
waited 'till the girl had flniflied her mefTage; ihe 
flew in eager expe£lation to the gate, where fhe 
hoped ibe fhould recognife in the mei&i^er one of 
the domeftics who were formerly known to her» 
She found the man waiting for her at the gate, but 
the darknefs of the approaching night prevented^ 
her from diilinguifbing his features^ 

•< You have a letter for me, (faid (he) frorax 
whom do you bring itl" 

" My bufinefs is with Rofina, the gardener** 
daughter, ((aid the man), are you fhe?" 

^ I am, I am, (faid Rofina) give me thelettcn** 

« Since that's the cafe, (cried the man) our bufi- 
nefs will foon be diipatchedJ' 



As- 
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As he fpoke, he gave a whittle fo loud and (hrill> 
that it ft ruck a fudden terror to the fainting heart 
of Rofina. The fignal was inftantly obeyed ; four 
men ruflied from behind an adjacent hedge, and 
feizing Rofina, <lragged her, almoft dead with hor* 
ror and aftonifliment, acrofs an adjoining meadow, 
at the end of which ran a bye lane, where a chaife 
and four waited for them. They hurried her into 
the carriage, and the man who had firft fpoke to 
her, placed himfelf befide her, put one arm round 
her, and with the other hand ftopped her mouth, to 
prevent her from alarming the neighbouring vil- 
lage with her cries, as they drove rapidly through 
it. An unnecefHuy precaution, for terror had de- 
prived her of fenfe and motion ; ihe continued near 
an hour in a fwoon. On awaking from her infen- 
fibility, (he became confcious of all the horrors of 
her iituation. They pafled, as (he could perceive 
by the light of the moon, through a deep, dark' 
glen, through which, the roughnefs of the road 
obliged them to travel flowly and with precaution. 
Rofina (creamed aloud, but her cry, reverberated 
by the furrounding mountains, and repeated by the 
(hrill and piercing echoes, returning to her own 
ears, augmented her terror and difmay. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 



KSW WONDIHa. 



« A YE," (cried the man^wfao ftill held her in 
jfjL his arms) you may fqueak and fquall as 
much as you pleafe : w^ have you iafe enough now, 
the devil a living thing can hear you> except the 
ravens and fcreech ow^s, and they'll iike you the 
better for joining th^ir concert." 

<* Merciful heaven ! (cried RoHna) to what am 
I deftined ! oh, if your boibm retains one fentiment' 
of humanity, I conjure you to compaflionate me !" 

" Not I, by my foul, (cried the fellow with the 
fame brutal infenfibility) I think you are very well 
ofF^ if you knew but alK It's enough to make one 

laugh 
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laugh cot hear a gardener's daught^ bewailing her« 
felf like a tragedy queen; and talking about her 
deftiny and compaffion !" 

*« You have been deceived, (faid Rofina). I am 
not what I appear. Oh, if gold can bribe you to 
be honeft, fet me but at liberty, and depend on a 
recompenfe beyond your moft ianguine expecta- 
tions !" ' 

«< Gold ! (repeated the ruffian with a fiieer) I 
wonder how it comes to be fo plenty with you on 
a fudden. I fuppofe your old father has made a 
fine hand of his cabbages and cauliflowers, that you 
talk fo big about the ftrength of your pockets/* 

<< I expe£b not affiftance from Auftin, ((aid Ro* 
fina) I have refources which you dream not of." 

<< Humph, (returned the fellow) if I don't dream 
of them, I believe you do.'* 

« It's true, (refumed Rofina) I have no money 
about me, but fet me at liberty, and I will giye you 
my note for a hundred guineas/' 

i« Your 
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" Your note I and who the devil will difcount 
it for me ?^* 

" The lady on whom I will draw it, will dif- 
charge it on fight." 

"And pray where is that lady to be found ?'* 

** She refides in Ireland, and " 

» <* In Ireland ! (interrupted the fellow) aye, aye, 
cows far off have long horns ; a fine goofe chafe 
you*d fend me on ! but if you are for paffing raps, 
my S^^U you have got the wrong fow by the ear. 
But it is my opinion, that the fright has turned your 
brain, and fet your tongue running at this nonfen* 
fical rate," 

«* Your employer, (faid Rofina, indignantly) 
bafe as he is, never commiffioned you to treat me 
with this indecent rudqnefs," 

^ " Faith, (returned the man) he gave me no 
charge about you, one way or the other ; I believe 
he does not much trouble his head about how I 
treat you — ^he has other fifh to fry. But at prefent 

I am 
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I am deviJiihIj tired, fo I beg you will give your 
tongue a holiday for a while, and let me t^e a nap.'^ 

Roflna, who was now totally hopelefs of making 
any impreffion on the mind of her favage conduc- 
tor, no longer felt the leaft inclination to interrupt 
his repofe : he leaned his head againft the oppofite 
fide of the carriage, and fell into a deep fleep. 
This circumftance fuggefted to Rofina the poiIibl« 
lity of an efcape, but on looking out, fhe was in-^ 
ftantly convinced that the fcheme was impra£lica« 
ble, as the carriage was furroundedby horfemen. 

. The ilumbers of her brutal companion, which 
continued all night without interruption, allowed 
her ample leifure for refle£lion. From all the cir- 
cumftances of her laft converfation with Lord Ray- 
mpnd, (he could not entertain a doubt that (he had 
been thus decoyed and carried off at his inftiga- 
tion. He had vowed the preceding evening, that 
£he (bould never be Fitzofborne's, and (he natu- 
rally fuppofed that, he had recourfe to this violent 
meafure, to prevent a union, which he might ima- 
gine would take place on the difcovery of her inno- 
cence, and the full conviiSiion of bis own bafenefs. 

Great 
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Great as were her horror and conftemation, they 
were even furpafled by her refentment* She al* 
ready, in idea, beheld Lord Raymond kneeling at 
her feet, and endeavouring, by penitence and (ub« 
miffioo, to deprecate her juftly incurred indigna- 
tion ; flie framed in her own mind a thoufand (e- 
irere ,and poignant reproaches, and doubted not, 
diat in die end, her inflexible feverity and cbnfirm- 
ed averiion, would convince him of the folly of his 
enterprize, and induce him to fet her at liberty. 

In fuch refleftions Rofina pafled the hours, un- 
til the firft rays of the fun, darting on the eyes of 
her favage condudor, awoke him from his flum- 
bers. 

<( I little thought, ((aid he, fcowling at Rofina) 
what a pretty girl I was fleeping befide all night.** 

Rofina look'd at him, and beheld a countenance 
half brute, half human ; a countenance in which 
the furiinefs of the bull-dog, and the (enfualir^ of 
*the fwine, feemed to be compounded with the cun-^ 
ning of the fox. She averted her eyes with horror 
and difguft. That fuch a perlbn (hould have been 
employed as the condu£fcor of fuch a bufinefs, did 
notfurprife her i but (he was aftoniihed that Lord 

Raymond 
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Raymond fhould fo far forget the conlideratton that 
was due to her^ as to omit giving orders that (he 
fhould be treated with decency and refpedl : fhe 
was hoi^ever inclined to attribute this negligence 
to the forgetfulnefs of hurry, and the perturbation 
of paflion. 

They foon ftopped to bait the horfes and refrefli * 
themfelves, at a folitary houfe on the fide of a bar-^ 
ren and unfrequented mountain. There was no 
one in this houfe but an old man and woman, and 
fome children, but they underflood not a fentence 
of Englifh, which precluded the pofBbility of Ro- 
fiita's interefiing their compafiion; though had 
communication been practicable, fhe was confcious, 
that watched and guarded as fhe was, it could have 
availed but little. They got breakfafl for her, and 
fhe endeavoured to eat, for fhe feared that by fail- 
ing fhe fhould exhaufl her fpirits, and incapaci- 
tate herfelf for treating Lord Raymond, when fhe 
met him, with ail the contempt and indignation 
which he merited. 

The rep?tfl finifhcd, they purfued their journey : 
they travelled through unfrequented roads, fur- 
rounded by wild and defert mountains. Once again 
in th^ courfe of that d^y they ftopped to bait, and 

Rofina^ 
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Rofina^ convinced of the impoffibility of e(cape, 
made not the flighteft attempt to regain her liber- 
ty, but fuiFered herfdf to be conduced without 
effort or remonftrancc. The evening was dark 
and tempeftuous, and they travelled amidft moun- 
tains and precipices, which hung threatening above 
their heads with a terrifying gloom. The man 
who ftill occupied his ftation in the carriage, and 
who had flept almoft all the journey, now awoke. ' 

<< What a deviliih long way this is ! (cried he, 
rubbing his eyes And looking out) but I believe we 
are almoft at die end of our journey. Aye, yon- 
der are the old towers that I was told of— -Why 
don't you look out and reconnoitre your place of 
abode—and a damned difmal hole it feems to be ! 
I am afraid you Will be devili&ly troubled with th^ 
hips, when jrou are coop'd up in it," 

. Rofina looked out, and the dufky gloom of the 
evenidg juft allowed her to obferve the ihattered 
remains of an old fortification which ftood at the 
bottom of a mountain, at the diftance of a quarter of 
a mile ; her heart fiirunk with horror at the view 
of the dreary and difinantled abode which was def- 
tined to be her future refidence. Wlien they 
reached the outward walls, the loofe itones, and 

heaps 
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heaps of rubbiih that had fallen from the building, 
impeded the progrefs of the carriage, and obliged 
Rofina to alight, and walk acrofs the inner court. 
In the wide and gloomy hall of this ruinated ha- 
bitation, (be was met by an old woman, and a fmart 
looking young man in livery, who told the mei> 
who conducted Rofina, that his mafter had given 
orders that the young woman (hould be brought to 
him as foon as flie arrived. Anger at th*is difre- 
ipeftful treatment, mitigated the keennefs of the 
fenfations which had darted through Rofina's bo- 
fom, at the idea of her approaching interview with 
Lord Raymond,~and revived her exhaufted fpirits. 
They led her up feveral Sights of narrow winding 
flairs to a long gallery, at the end of which were 
the only few apartments which now remained ha- 
bitable. As {he advanced with flow and totterino: 

o 

fteps along the gallery, (he perceived that the doior 
of the room, which was exactly at the end of it, lay 
open; there ^vifere lights burning on a table, at 
which was feated a perfon, whtM fhe fiippefed to be 
Lord Raymond; he held a news paper before his 
face, which he fcemed to read with great attention. 
Aftoniftied at this unfeeling infenfibility, Rofina 
averted her eyes from him as flie entered the room. 
He threw the paper on the table, and haftily rifing, 
advanced to meej her, and feizing her rc!u6bant 
Vql.IV. I hands. 
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hands, exclaimed, « Welcome, fair nymph, to 
this enchanted caftle." Rofina turned in amaze- 
ment at the found of his voice, and beheld a perfon 
to whom (he was an utter ftranger. 

« With what aftonifhment (he gazes at me, 
(cried he) whom did you expect to fee !" 

«' Another perfon," faid Rofina. 

« What other perfon?" a(ked the ftranger, 

*' To you fir, (faid Rofina, to whom it inftant- 
Jy occurred that this perfon was fome profligate 
companion of Lord Raymond, whom he had made 
the confident of his enterprize, and on whom he 
had probably devolyed its execution, " to you, fir, 
fuch information would be unnecelTary." 

« Well, well, (faid the ftranger) we (hall talk 
of thefe matters hereafter j for the prefent fit down 
and take fome refrelhment ; I have heard much of 
the fafcination of your charms (continued he, gaz- 
ing confidently at her) and I find report has not 
exaggerated them. You are a beautiful girl, and 
merit the honour of being the heroine of fuch a 
fine adventure as this,", 

A fpccies 
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A fpecies of treatment, for which Rofina was fo 
little prepared, difconcerted, as greatly as it afto- 
niflied her : fhe could never have expedled from 
the perfons whom (he fuppofed to be the agents of 
^^•■d Raymond, this rude and difrefpeflful familia* 
rity, front which his own manners were fo widely 
remote. 

<* Pray feat yourfelf, (refumea tV ftrano-er, who 
was a genteel looking man about five and thirty) 
and let me have the pleafure of helping you to a 
glafs of wine. You appear to be fatigued arid 
agitated. I hope our myrmidons have treated you 
with all due refpefl: V* 

" Refpeft ! (exclaimed Rofina) with fuch re- 
fpe&. as might be expedied from monfters, who 
could aflift in fo infamous a tranfaftion !" 

<* And ami too to be ftyled a monfter, (return- 
ed he, laughing) becaufe I am an abettor in this 
bufinefs V 

• 

" Yo« condemn yourfelf by the acknowledge- 
ment,'^ faid Rofina, 

I 2 « Arid 
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** And do you know by whofe inftigation you 
have been carried away ?" 

" By Lord Raymond's, (returned RoTina) I 
know too well/* 

<^ What a little witch ! frWed the ftranger, 
laughing) and you are d'^t>t*efs greatly difappoi*it- 
ed at not finding nim here to receive you. But 
now tell ««Je candidly, my princefs, (continued he, 
approaching her, and forcibly uking both her 
hands) as charming as you are, can you think it 
becomes the head of a little gardener's daughter to 
run wandering after a coronet." 

<( It is inhuman (faid Rofina, burfting into 
tears) thus to aggravate with derifion, fuflFerings 
already intolerable." 

«« Come, come, (replied he) you muft wipe 
away thofe tears and forgive me. Lord Raymond 
defired me to prefent his moft humble refpefts to 
you, and aifiire you that he is moft defperately cha- 
grined at his inability to pay his perfonal devoirs 
to you at the prefent period. In the meantime he 
entreats you to confider me as his proxy, and treat 

me 
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mt with the fame kindnefs and indulgence you 
would (hew to himfelf." 

" I willingly agree to it," faid Rofina. 

" Why this is well ; and will you indeed diveft: 
yourfelf of this difagreeable nKlancholy, and treat 
me with fonnt confideration.*' 

«* Yes^ (returned Rofina) with fuch conrid?ra- 
tion as is merited by the infamous cmriTury of a 
dcteftable principal I'* 

•* Ha ! (cried the flranger) you are a girl of 
fpiritj I find. You have really a very pretty knack 
at fcoldingy conftdering you are only a gardener's 
daughter. And pray, my little heroine, are you 
acquainted with Lord Raymond's motives for thus 
whifking you away, and immuring you in th4S 
ftrong hold ?'' 

** I can conjeSure them but too well : had I 
voluntarily complied with his bafely diflionoiirable 
requifitions, this violence would have been unne- 
ccflkry." 

I 3 "So 
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" So )ou refufcd to capitulate on any but ho- 
nourablc terms, in the vain imagination that thofe 
nll-lubduing charms of your's rauft finally bend his 
Lordlhip's fplrit to the matrimonial yoke; and 
were it not for the difparity of birth and fortune, 
and the intervention of a certain little lady of qua- 
lity, as rich in the gifts of fortune as fhe is deficient 
in thofe of nature, your fcheme might poffibly have 
been accom.pl ifned.** 

" Lord Raymond (faid Rofina) has confided m 
you but partially 5 had he been more explicit in his 
communication, I might have been viewed with 
compaffion by thofe v;ho now think themfelves 
authorized to treat me with ridicule and reproach.'* 

" Well, (faid the ftranger) do you atone for his 
deficiencies, and tell me. all about the perfidy of 
this difcourteous knight, for v/hom you profefs fo 
violent an averfion, and on vvhofe account you have 
already treated me fo fcurvily. I promife you will 
find me dlfpofed to liften to your difaftrous tale with 
all imaginable fympathy and tendernefs. Do, now, 
make me your confident ; you can't conceive what 
a difcreet one you'll find me." 

« This 
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" This raillery is cruelly mifplaced ; (faid Ro- 
fina) my wretchednefs requires no augipentatiorj. 
lam ill — ^pray order me fome water." 

*' Forgive me, (faid the ft ranger) I have been 
to blame in thus teazing you. You are ill indeed, 
(continued he, obferving the deadly palenefs that 
fucceeded to the glow of indignation which at firlt 
had animated her countenance) how you fh udder ! 
for God's fake difpel thefe groundlefs terrors ! I 
pledge you my honour you have nothing worfe to 
apprehend than a temporary confinement." 

To thefe affurances he added many others : but 
Rofina heard them not ; her curiofity and her in- 
dignation had hitherto fupportcd her ftrength, but 
now, harrafled by vexation, and overcome by fa- 
tigue, it totally abandoned her, and the ftranger had 
fcarcely time to prevent her from falling on the 
floor. 

On her recovery flie found herfelf laid on a bed 
in another apartment, and furrounded by the ftran- 
ger, the old woman, and fome other fervants. 

*^ Thank heaven you are alive once more, 

(cried the ftranger) my fwcet girl compofe your- 

I 4 felf 
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fclf and fear nothing : I fear thofc dogs, to wbofc 
charge you were committed, have hurried and ter- 
rified you more than was neceflary > they are an 
iiirerna] crew, and had I known you fooner, you 
ihould never have fallen into their power ; but be 
afl'urcd, not one of them (hall ever more approach 
you." 

Roflna felt fome confolation from thefe aflTuran* 
ces, and flill more relief from her tears, which now 
flreamed abundantly. They perfuaded her to 
fvr allow fome wine ; the ilranger wanted to leave 
the old woman to watch by her all night, but as 
£he felt an abhorrence to every perfon around her, 
Cie infifted fo pofitivcly on being left alone, that 
they at length complied with her defire^ though 
with evident reluctance^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 



CONVERSATION AND OTHER MATTERS. 

ROSINA no fobner found herfelf alone, than 
(he flew to the door, but it was lock'd on 
the outiid^. Every evil to which (he was expofed 
by her fituation, ruihed into her mind i (he funk on 
a feat in a kind of torpid horror. She remained 
near an hour in this bewildered ftupefaftion, near- 
ly approaching to diftradion, and often it^s fore* 
runner; then fuddenly ftarting, as if from a fear- 
ful dream, (he caft her eyes wildly around her : it 
was a large gloomy chamber, hung with old faflijon- 
ed, .but not ill executed tapeftry. The curtains of 
the bed hung in tattered remnants, and the other 
furniture, which had been for centuries the food of 
worms, feemed ready to crumble into their origi- 
nal atoms on the flighteft touch. She gazed a- 
I S rou^ 
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round her in a wild aftoniihment, until the light 
burning down into the focket, began to throw its 
feeble and tremulous gleams on the walls of her 
dungeon. A group of figures in the tapeftrjr 
caught her attention, and the djing flame juft then 
afpiring with a fudden glow^ revealed it plainly to 
her view. The figure of Brutus raifed with up- 
lifted arm the poignard that had pierced Lucreda's 
breaft ; at his feet lay extended the pale remains 
of the felf-martvred matron, furrounded by her 
Roman friends. A fudden pang of horror fhot 
through the bofom of Rofina^ and agonized it with 
fenfations, paft dcfcription dreadful. She flew to 
the window, there was but one, and that a finall 
one in the chamber : flie opened it, but perceived 
that ihe was at an immenie diftanc^ from the 
ground ; fhe heard the dalhing of waters, and the 
moon gleaming through the dark clouds with a 
faint and intermitting light, difcovered to her a 
catara£l that roared and foamed beneath. The 
bleflings of repofe are not for the wretched : all 
night Ihe hung at the window, liftening to the hol- 
low murmurs of the winds, and the fearful fcream- 
ings of the owls. She earneftly looked forwards to 
the return of light, as if the rays of the fun could 
difpel the dreadful gloom of intelleftual mifery.. 
The light at length appeared,, but its approach was 
6 flow 
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flow and fuUefi ; no golden beam announced the 
arrival of the morning ; it's gray dawn, however^ 
difcovered to her view the defolated wafte that fur-^ 
rounded her. The cattle ftood in a valley, in- 
cloTed on three fides by mountains^ in fome place&> 
crowned with gloomy woods, but compofed, for^ 
the moft part, of huge mattes of naked rock ; on 
the fourth, the profpedl opened, to an uncultivaC^ 
wafte of marfliy ground, bounded by diftant hills. 
The waters that foamed, with fury at the bafe of 
this time-fliook and mouldering fabric, feemed to 
Tap it's foundation, and threaten it with immediate 
ruin ; and the eternal mitts that hovered around the 
neighbouring precipices, added to the profpedl a 
gloomy and terrifying folemnity. 

The human heart, formed for . fympatHy, can 
fympathize even with the inanimate creation : thefe 
objeds flowly revealed by the yet ditfi and imper- 
feS light, tindlured the feelings of Rofma with 
their own gloomy colour ; and a difmal (hade of 
melancholy fucceeded to the agonizing horrors of 
the nsght. 

She continued at the window until ttie heard the 
door unlocked : the old woman entered, but appa- 
rently terrified at the wild and difbrdeied appear* 
I 6 ance 
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ance of Rofina ; ihe uttered an exclamation, and 
' fuddenly withdrawing, (hut the door after her. She 
returned in a few minutes, accompanied by the 
perfon who was fuppoTed by Rofina to be mafter 
of this caftle. Rofina turned from him, and clung 
to the window at his approach. 

^^ Why, what a foolifh girl art thou, (faid he) 
tfius to aiBiiSfc tfayfelf for nothing — you have not 
flept all night." 

*< Slept ! (faid R6(ina) is fleep for ^ wretch 
like me ?" 

The wild diftraflion that appeared in her cyesi 
as fhe raifed them — tbd tears that flowed from 
them— the violent tremor that (book her frame^ 
feemed to infpire the ftraiiger with no kfs afloniih- 
ment than compaffioa. 

<< Is it poffible, (faid he, after a paufe} that 
there can have been any miftake in this bufmefs } 
Are you not Rofina^ the daughter of old Auilia 
the gardener!" 

:« What then ?'* faid Rofina^ 

^ Whji 
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w Why, then of courfe die fevouritc of Lord 
Raymond." 

The blood mounted to Roflna's cheeks at the 
mention of that name. 

«< O that blufli} (cried he) that blulh betrays 
you!" 

« What does it betray ?" faid Rofina. 

" That if the principal were here, you wouI4 
treat him with more indulgence than him whom 
you fuppofe to be bis acceilary." 

^< Principal and acceflary (returned Rofina) are 
both almoft equally the obje^ of my contempt 
and averfion/* 

*< Indeed, (fays the ftranger, laughing) yet if 
report fays true, his Lordfhip had no reafon to ac* 
cufe you of cruelty and hatred." 

<< Nor did I hate him, until by his own ill con^^ 
du£t he merited my averfion." 

** How, pray, did he merit it i** 

i< It 
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<« It is to be prefutned, that you who are his 
confidant and abettor, need not any information on 
this fubjefl." 

*' Come, (faid he) whilft this good woman is 
preparing our brcakfaft, let us go down ftairs and 
have a little rational converfation. You fee I have 
you here in this fortrefs of mine, as abfolutely in 
my power as a moufe in a trap ; fo, my little dear^ 
you will find it more to your advantage to treat 
me with fome civility, than to provoke me by ill 
treatment ; and perverfe and contemptuous as you 
are, I feel a ftrong inclination to aifift and confole 
you." 

He took her hand to lead her ; and as flie felt 
but too fenfibly that fhe was indeed in his power, 
£he thought it beft to acquiefce quietly* 

'* If your heart be as cold as your hand, (faid he,, 
as they entered the room) it is indeed a veqr frigid 
one. Lord Raymond can beft decide that quef- 
tion. Come, I find I muft crofs examine you a 
kttie: you love Lord Raymond," continued he^ 
fixing his eyes on Rofina's. 

5< I do not love him," {aid Rofina. 

« Why 



[ 
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« Why then did you admit his vifits V^ 

*' Becaufe I was then unacquainted with his true 
charafter— I thought his views were different.** 

" That is, he cajoledj and made you believe he 
intended to marry you 5 but, my little princefe, how 
could you take it ferioufly into your head, that a 
man in Lord Raymond's ftyle of life, could refolve 
to unite himfdfto a girl in your*s; even allowing 
your attainments to be fuperior to your birth, as I 
plainly perceive they are ? truft me, you will find 
few Pamela's in real life ; and when a man of qua- 
lity addreffes a girl fo greatly his inferior, he always 
fuppofes her pofleffed of fagacity enough to pene* 
tFate his real views.'* 

** I perceive, (faid Rofina) that the confidence 
Lord Raymond has placed in you, has been very 
Kmitted : I am not the daughter of Auftin/* 

How ! (faid the ftranger, evidently furprifed) 
not the daughter of Auftini Why, what then are 
you ?'* 

" If Lord Raymond, (returned Rofina, hcfitat- 
ing, and doubtful whether fhc ought to difcover 

the 
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die fecret of her quality) if Lord Raymond, who 
is acquainted widi you, forbore to confide in you, 
ought not that example to be followed by me;, to 
nvhom you are an abfolute ftranger V* 

<( You are an unaccountable girl 1/ a little 
fphynx, and deal in problems and enigmas ; but 
when Lord Raymond waits on you in this en* 
chanted tower, your refentment will vanifh at his 
approach i you will receive him."— 

<< As the man I deteft and abhor, (interrupted 
Rofma) I will drive him from my prefence, (hould 
he dare to enter it ! as the monfter who has d«* 
ftroyed my peace, betrayed my confidence, and 
Wafted my reputation. O, fir, ((he continued, 
raifing to him her eyes ftreaming with tears) how 
could you, whofe marmers and appearance at leaft, 
befpeak you a gentleman, how could you become 
acceflary to fo infamous an enterprize ! are inno- 
cence and honour incompatible with poverty ! be- 
caufe an unproteSed orphan, was I therefore t» be 
marked as the prey of licentioufiiefs — the vidim of 
ignominy ?" 

«« I have certainly been deceived I" faid the 
ftranger. 

<< How 
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" How deceived, (refumed Rofina) had I been 
^ wretch capable of defcending to voluntary dif- 
grace> the force you ffinployed would have been 
unneceffaryj I fhould then have feen myfelf the 
pleafed Inhabiunt of a fplendid dwelling, not a mi- 
ferable prifoner in this dreary confinement. Lord 
Raymond, perhaps, forbears to prefent himfelf be- 
fore me, in the vain imagination that my refent- 
ment may exhauft itfelf and fubfide ; but let him 
not deceive himfelf with the expe£btion of bending 
my fpirit by captivity ; every pang that rends my. 
bofom, augments my abhorrence of the author of 
my fufFerings, and death is leis dreadful than the, 
idea of ever feeing him more. 

Her beauty, her diftrefs> her eloquence, con- 
(pired with the impaffioned energy of her manner, 
to ftrike and afFe£): the ftranger, who gazed on her 
with admiration, and liftened to her with attention. 

" But (refumed flie) the injury you have done 
me is not yet irreparable ; reftore me then, O re- 
ftore*me to liberty and peace ! I am not the mean 
and artful creature you have been taught to ima- 
gine me. I wifiied not to enihare Lord Raymond 
into an unworthy and difgraceful connexion. Did 
I not fuppofe you to be fuperior to the temptation 

of 
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of pecuniary reward, I could allure you with the 
offer of a recom pence, far exceeding your expec- 
tation J but if you prefer tiie nobler tribute of the 
heart, fuch facriHces as it offers to heaven (hall be 
yours i the moft fervent gratitude, and the fincereft 



** Aftonifliing creature ! (exclaimed the ftran- 
ger) whatever you are^ you are irrcfiftible, and can 
perfuade me to believe what you pleafe I" 

^< Promife to liberate me, (faid Roilna) and I 
will with-hold from you no fecret.'* 

" At prefent I cannot : I, too, have my fecrets. 
But of this be affured, you are as fafe in this caf- 
tle, as if encompaffed within the hallowed walls of a 
cloifter. At prefent, bufmefs calls me away; I 
mud leave you within this half hourj but if you 
defire it, no male creature, not fo much as a moufe, 
if [ can avoid it, fball profane thefe apartments 
devoted to your ufe, until my return." 

" I do ardently defire it," faid RoCna, 

" Then of courfe, if Lord Raymond comes, he 
is to be denied admittance." 

« If 
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" If I can avoid it, (faid Rofina) I will never fee 
him more. How foon may I expe£l your return ?'* 

" Will you then wifli for my return ?" faid he, 
catching her hand." 

*^ A wretched captive (returned Rofina) will 
naturally wiih for liberty, and I (hall hope you 
will return to announce to me its joyful tidings," 

** That I cannot yet promife you : this fs alto- 
gether, a ftrange affair — a moft curious piece of po- 
litical mechanifm— wheel within wheel j hpwever, 
as the grand fpring is not actuated at my pleafure^ 
I have it not at my option to throw open the doors 
of your prifon, as my inclination would lead me to 
do. However, in mv own vindication I muft 
aver, that I am no vile inftrument of the infamous 
defigns of Lord Raymond, as appearances naturally 
induce you to fuppofe. And now, will you grati- 
fy my curiofity, and tell me who and what you 
are." 

Rofma, who vras weak and dejefl:ed to the laft 
degree, entreated that Che might be permitted to 
poftpone giving him the defired ccclairciffement un- 
til his return, which he readily agreed to. They 

fat 
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fat down to breakfai^, /he wiped ofF her tearft, and 
endeavoured to eat; fte thought that feeming to 
place a confidence in this perfon, would bs the moft 
probable means of conciliating his benevolence. 

He fat meantime With his eyes fixed on her.^ He 
feveral times attempted to engage her in converfa- 
tion^ but the deep depreilion of her fpirits permit^ 
ted her only to anfwer by monofyllableSt After 
breakfaft he pulled out his watch. 

^< How I loiter !— fifty miles in fix hour^— -good 
riding faith ! adieu my lovely ward, for I will not 
call you by the hated name of captive^— do we not 
part friends ?" 

« I hope fo/* faid Rofina. 

^* Well then,^ wipe away thefc tears j what arc 
they good for, but to dim the luflre of thefe eyes, 
which nature formed for purpofes far different. - 
Do try to ihake off this dejedlion, and recover 
your fpirits againft my return j yoif have no idea 
how pleafantly we (hall pafs our time here ! It is 
rather unfortunate that the flaves whom I leave to 
receive your commands, cannot underftand one 
fyllable of them s but you sure not the firft princefs 

that 
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ihzt hzs been caft by adverfe gales of fortune, a- 
mongft favages who fpoke a barbarous language, fo 
you in»»^ iubmit to^ this inconvenience as well as 
you can. And now adieu, (ktiling her hands as he 
fpoke) fweet amiable girl ; be under no apprehen- 
fion for your fafety — you fliall fee me again, as foon 
as I can get rid of the bufinefs that, forces me from 
you^ for the moments will appear ages until^y 
return to you/* 



CHAP. xxir. 



CONTINUATION. 



TH £ (Iranger departed ; and though Rofina's 
terrors were greatly abated, (he confidered 
her fituation with augmented furprife and perplex- 
ity. Who was this ftranger, by whom (he had 
been received, and who was fo evidently of intelli- 
gence with the men who had forced her away ! he 
bad afliired her that he was not the agent of Lord 

Raymond—^ 
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Raymond — but how far ought (he to rely on die 
profeffions of a perfon engaged in fo bafe a deflgn, 
and who but Lord Rayn\ond cuuld have any mte. 
reft to folicit his concurrence with fo vile a fcheme* 

Bewildered in vague conjefture, the hours paf- 
fed away until the old woman returned to her, to 
prepare for dinner. Rofina approached not the 
table, as her old attendant often by figns entreated 
her to do. In the evening flie was ferved with tea 
and coffee ^ the old woman evinced in her coun- 
tenance and geftures fo much compaffion and 
anxiety, that Rofma, to fatisfy her, endeavoured to 
eat. At night (he ventured to throw herfelf on 
the bed in her cloaths, and enjoyed, at intervals, 
fome difturbedand interrupted repofe. 

Thus paffed away three lingering days in anxious 
and melancholy refle£lion, and reftlefs, though im- 
probable conjedlure. Sometimes (he revolved the 
plan of an efcape ; and again became fully con- 
fcious of the imprafticability of fuch a projed. At 
the end of the gallery already mentioned, were large 
folding doors, which the old vi^oman always care- 
fully locked after her. Weary of the dead and 
heavy weight of hours fo dull, fo melancholy and 
fo hopelefs, Rofina now began to wi(h for the re- 
turn 
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turn of the only perfon from whom flie ccuW ex- 
pert an ecclaircifTement, with as much ardour aa 
(he had before defired his departure. 

On the fourth evening of her difmal fecluflon, 
£he hearcj the folding doors of the gallery fuddenly 
fly open, and immediately afterwards the ftranger 
entered the room, followed by the old womah^ who 
carried a portmanteau* 

'' My dearefl girl, (cried he, flying to Roflna) 
you cannot conceive the impatience with which I 
have wiflied for this interview. For heaven's 
fake divefl yourfelf of a little of your difagreeable 
prudery, and let me have one ktfs to reward me. 
See, (continued he, pointing to the portmanteau) 
I have brought you fome cloaths, and as you muft 
want them fo much, I ought to appologife for not 
having fent them fooner ; but I had no perfon to 
whofe difcrbtion I could entruft the fecret of your 
retreat." 

Roflna thanked him for this inftance of his at- 
tention, and faid, that 'till that moment flie had 
fcarcely remembered the want of them. 

<« And 
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<< And vfhzt (returned he) has diverted your 
attention from a fubje^l in general fo confequential 
to your fex ! Was it the idea of your enamoured 
knight. Lord Raymond, that engroiTed your 
thoughts ?" 

<< My fad captivity engrofled my thoughts," faid 
Rofina. 

<< Come, come, you muft learn to fpeak in ano* 
ther ftrain^-you are fo lovely in your tears, that in 
your fmiles you muft be irrefiftible : for fpite of all 
the fine things that thofe lying dogs of poets have 
faid on the fubje£^ of their miftreifes tears, truft me 
a red nofe, and blubbered cheeks, are far fiom beings 
ornamental to the female phyfiognomy : h be good 
natured, and let me fee you fmile/' 

<< Smile ! (faid Rofina, again burfting into tears) 
how can you thus unfeelingly trifle with my 
wretchednefs." 

«* I wilh (returned the ftranger, with more feri- 
oufnefs of manner than he had yet aflumed) from 
my foul 1 wifh it were in my power to reftore you 
to freedom and tranquillity ! but at prefent it is 
not^all that I can do, I will." 

« And 
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w And if your intentions are benevolent, (cried 
Rofina) what prevents you from Executing them 1 
from reftoring me to that liberty, to which every 
fauman being^ has a natural right. Am I hot here 
at your abfolute difpofal, beneath your own roof? 
are you not matter of your own houfe ! will not its 
doors fly open at your f ommand ? you difclaim as 
injurious to your honour, the idea of your ^6iing 
under the influence of Lord Raymond ; why then 
do you rcprefs tbofe fentimcnts of humanity which 
ivould lead you to pity and liberate an unhappy, 
though innocent orphan ! is there not an omnipo- ^ 
teiit power to fit in judgment on the anions of 
men— a future ftate of retribution, to punifh and 
to reward? here on my knees, ((he continued 
finking ^t his feet) here, in the prefence of heaven, 
1 implore your compaifion— I demand your juftice } 
and as you (baU anfwcr it at the laft dreadful tribu- 
nal) beware how ydu refufe them !" 

The ftrangcr was ftruck with the animated cner* 
gy of her voice and manner. 

« Wonderful creature! (he exclaimed, raifing 
her in his arms) have we then been mifinformed, 
and art thou good and virtuous as thqu art wife and 
beautiful ! or has fome fatal imprudence deprived 

Vol.. IV. K thee 
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thee of the proteAion of thy friends, and the privi- 
leges of thy birth ! for your elegance, your lan- 
guage, your fentimentsy confpire to convince mey 
that you cannot be the offspring of a peafant/' 

<^ A fatal, though not a guilty imprudence, (re-: 
turned Rofina) has indeed deprived me of the pro«^< 
te(Slion of my friends ; elfe fbould I not be entan- 
gled in the fnares by which I now find myfelf fur- 
rounded. As the motives, which now induce me 
to confide to you my name and my ftory, are more 
powerful than any I can have to conceal them, I no 
lona:er hefitate to difclofe them/' 



' o^ 



Rofina gave the ftranger the outline of the par- 
ticulars relative to her paft life, which it was neceC- 
fary that he fhould be made acquainted with« He 
liftenedwith furprifed attention. Truth pofieffes- 
a fecret force that carries irrefiftible <convi£):ion ta 
the h6art) and the depofitions of a thoufand wit- 
nefles could not have more fully authenticated the 
truth of Rofina's narrative, than her own fimple 
teftimony. 

*' You arc an angel, (faid the ftranger, preffing 
her hand to his lips). and Lord Raymond was a filly 
blockhead to flight fuch tendernels and worth. 

. .However^ 
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However, if he (hould prefent himfelf .befot'e you 
as your honourable fuitor, you would not furely re- 
jeSt his penitence V* 

*< It (hould be rejcfted with contempt ; (return- 
ed Rofina) the man who has forfeited every title to 
my tendernefs, every claim to my efteem, fhall ne- 
ver be my hufband. Whatever Lord Raymond's 
prevailing views may be, I conceive his policy in 
thus long abfenting himfelf from my prefence ; he 
wifhes to leave my refentment lelfure to fubfide, 
and fancies, perhaps, that the rigours of confine- 
ment may fubdue my fpirit, and overturn my prin- 
ciples. But let him not deceive himfelf with this 
vain fuggeftion ; every pang that I fufFer through 
the confequences of his ill treatment, increafes my 
fcorn, and confirms my averfion : he, who a fhort 
time fince, was very dear to me; is become to mc 
an obje6l of hatred and of horror." 

** I am glad to find you of this way of thinking, 
(returned the ftranger) for to acknowledge the 
truth, I only fpoke to make a trial of your fenti- 
ments, for 1 believe there is little room to fear that 
his Lordfiijp will put you to the troyble of refufing 
him J and as to the moti^ve you affign for his ab- 
fence, I believe you are in that point .fomewhat 
K 2 miftaken: 
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miftaken : in fuppofing bitn apprehenfive of your 
refentment, you impute to him rather more modefty 
and fenfibility than he pofleflesj he was never 
much diftinguifbed by his timidity, any more than, 
myfelf i and he has been too much accuftomed ta 
brave the reproaches of injured innocence and 
bsauty, to be greatly aflTefled by them at prefent/'^ 

*' How then (laid Rofina) can you ftoop to he 
connedled with a perfon, of whofe charaAer ana 
principles you entertain fuch an idea," 

" My fweet ward, (faid the ftranger, throwing 
his arms round her as he fpoke) I will not attiempt 
to deceive you : I will leave to his Lordfhip the 
part of the fandified hypocrite, and a6l and fpeak in 
my own charaSer. 1 acknowledge I never had 
the leaft ambition to be canonized; heaven was 
made for faints, and earth for finners : I am na 
enemy, any more than his Lordfliip, to the charms 
of unfettered love, though I never, like him, ftoop« 
ed to fraudulent fubterfuges, to obtain them." 

Whilft the ftranger fpoke thus, Rofina thought 
Ihe difcovered in his looks and manner, an air of 
ticentioufnefs that threw her into new agitation. 
-aha attempted to rife, but be held her hands. 

<« You 
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" You would leave mc, little ingratc J (fa id he) 
you would leave me already^ although I have ridden 
almoft feventy miles to day, to enjoy the pleafure . 
of this interview, and almoft killed my favorite mare 
on your account. Come, you muft liften to me % 
you are a divine creature^ (continued he, gazing on 
her with an air of rapture) an angel— quite too 
much an angel for my purpofe, 1 fear — though I 
feel, toO) I ihall love you moft devoudy-r^O would 
you but transfer to me the place which that wortIi« 
lefs dog Raymond once held in this lovely bofoiQ 
of thine!" 

<« Is thiS) (iahd Rodna, (Iruggllng 10 get from 
him j is this the manner in which you acquit your-* 
felf of the truft which the man whom you call your 
friend, has repofed in you/' 

^< And who informed you that Lord Raymond 
has repofed any fuch truft in me 7 no, faith, he 
knows me too well ; he was not fuch a fool as U 
fpread his treafures by an outlaw's den.^ 

^^ Merciful heaven ! (cried Rofina) what is to 
become of me ! by what ftrange accident have I 
fallen into your hands ?*' 

K 3 "By 
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*< By an accident which may be ultimately happ j 
ior us both ; at lead it will be your own fault if it 
i$ not. This is all I can reveal at prefent ; a (hort 
time hence I (hall probably be more explicit* 
Mean time, let me entreat you to think more fa* 
vourably of me than appearances would naturally 
lead you to do. Forget that reprobate fellow, who 
merits not your rccoljedtion j who never had fpirit 
or conftancy to render himfelf truly beloved by 
any woman^ and whofe attachment to the loveliefir 
of your kxj never bound him longer than a few 
months. A heart of a far different ftamp, offers 
itfelf to your acceptance. I wonder that even the 
novelty of the adv^enture, does not tempt you ta 
engage in it ; how like a pair of turtles might you 
and I employ our time here, billing and cooing in 
this folitary tower; our love fecluded from the 
profane infpeSion of every vulgar eye, would 
fiourifh like a planH of paradife i the adnals of chi- 
valry can afford aoihing comparable to fuch feli- 
city." 

*' The annals of chivalry (returned Rofina) 
contain no inftance of a princeis who became en- 
amoured of her goaler.". 

« Her 
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' « Her goaler ! a fevere appellation^-wcU, and 
if I releafe you, will you promife to love me then ?" 

* •' You cannot be ignorant, (returned Rbfina) 
^at no promifes made under< confinement, are valid 
in the eye of the law." 

, ** Hah ! learned in the law too !" 

- << Efteem and gratitude, (continued Rodna) I 
can readily promife you, but afFe£tion is the invo- 
luntary tribute of the foul." 

. <^ Yet fince yours (returned the ftranger) could 
Co readily render that tribute to Lord Raymond, I 
can fee no reafon why I have not as good a right 
to expe<5t and demand it as he had ; I am fure his 
perfonal charms are nothing extraordinary ; I think, 
without vanity, I may boaft a fuperiority in that 
point. Faith, I wonder that women can admire 
fuch effeminate fellows ! look at this arm child ; 
if provided with, a good herculean club, it would be 
able to dcmolilh twenty fuch puny pretenders to 
your favour." 

«* Perfonal flrength, and perfonal beauty, (faid 

' Rofina) may enforce admiration^ but cannot in-> 

K 4 fluenca 
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fluence tendernefs : love, pure and mental, muff be 
fafpired by inteHedlual attra£Hons, or dieir fictiti- 
ous refemblanccs. Lord Raymond, you muft re- 
^tii.eniber, approached me under a borrowed charac- 
ter : the fieiid aflumed the appearance of an angel^ 
and fpoke the heavenly language of virtue. I had 
no clue of experience to guide me through the 
labyrinth of diilimulaiion— no ^ear of Itfaurie] to 
force the diflembler to drop the maik— but from 
the moment it fell— from the moment I beheld the 
lurking demon, and found that the virtues round 
which my h&art had fondly twined its affe^ons, 
were artificial wiles fpread to enfnare and captivate 
an innocent and unfufpicious breaft. I flarted with 
horror from the precipice, and my tendernels feem- 
ed to vanifh with the imaginary fabric that fup* 
ported it." 

The ftrangcr liftened to Roflna with an air of 
furprlfed atteniion; for the remainder of the even- 
ing he feemsd thoughtful, fpoke little, but often 
looked at her, and appeared as if revolving in his 
mind fomething that related to her. His filence 
filled her with anxiety 5 fupper was ferved ; he 
preiTed her to eat, and (he endeavoured to comply ; 
but her heart was full of forrow and folicitude, and 
tears flowed from her eyes in ipite of her efforts to 

refiraio 
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reftraiti them. He appeared di(plealed> and fent 
away fupper without eating* 

«* You arc a ftrangegirl, (faid he, after a filence 
^of feme minutes) thus to zSi£k yourfelf without 
caufe.** 

" Without caufe f " repeated Rofiwr, 

«* It is true ; (replied be) your fituatron may 
appear alarming, but it is in reality much lefe fo 
dian you have reaibn to imagine it. If jrou have 
not deceived me in the account you have given 9! 
yourfelf, all will yet be welU** 

*< I never deceived any one/* (aid Rofina» 

<^ I firmly believe it, (returned the ftranger)' 
yoiiir w»rds contain a coafirfmLAonyJfrong as- proofs 
rfholy writ Will you then as rftipKciriy rely o» 
mine ? wiB you fufFer yourfelf to be perfuaded that 
1 intend you no injury, O why thcfe tears and 
tremors \ you are weakened by watching and vexa- 
tion : go and try to recruit your fpirits by repofe ; 
take a. glafe of wincu and go to bed ^ i am not the 
licentious libertine you &em to imagine me^ i 
B^ver yet broke a promife I gave to one of your 
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4tx^ and (hall I l>egin by falfifying my word with 
you, who appear in my eyes the moft ingenuous, 
as well as the lovelieft of women ! fear^ nothings 
your repofe fhall be as inviolate as if it was guard* 
ed hy angels/* 

*' God blefs you F (faid Rofina, to whofe agitat- 
ed bofom thefe afilirajtces brought confidence and 
confolation) and God will blefs you for your com- 
pai&on to an unhappy orphaa I" . 

Rofiaa, whofe ilrong fenfibility oftien led her be- 
yond the precinSs of flria punSilio, took his hand 
and kiffed it as fhe fpoke*. He haftily withdrew his, 
hand* 

*« Beware., Fofiha, (faid he,,fmiGng) I tell yoit 
candidly I cannot bear much encouragement. It 
is my wifli and my intention to be very diftant — 
very refpe£lfuU-«nd sii that— but you. muft keep, 
me at bay. I confefs I cannot receive from you. 
the fljghteft cai^efs, without feeling a^ftrong incli* 
nation to return it ten fold i and I fuppofe, if I at-^ 
tempted to take the moft innocent liberty, I fhould: 
have you again at pur tears and your tremors." 



He. 



RTe rung, and the old woman apjiearing, *' Go,', 
(faid he to Rofma) whilft 1 can prevail on myfelf 
to part with you." v 

<*^ At leaft, (faid Rofina) you will allow me to^ 
pray for you, fo good night, and God.blefi you !'* 

Though the ftrange and myfterious uncertainty, 
ef her fituation ft ill contiQued,>nay feemed to in— 
creafe ; for the ftranger had explicitly enough de- 
nied her having been committed to his care by Lord. 
Raymond ;. and though the growing pailion of-this 
ftranger,^ which was too evident to pafs unnoticed, 
•pened to her view new profpefts of diftreis and 
^ifquietud^r. Oi^ Y^^ f^lt the firmeft reliance on his; 
afiurances, and. for the firft time fince her capti.- 
yjty,. enjoyed the falutary rcfreihment of: a.quietc 
sejjofe*. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 



A MODERN EPISTLE. 



WHEN Rofma awoke in the mornings fii^ 
conceived a hope of perfiiading the ftranger 
to {\xSer her to write to Mrs. Fitso^bome, the idea 
of whofe cKfpIeafure hung like a heavy weight upon - 
her heart, and, of all her dtftrefle$y appeared th^ 
moil infupportable.. Full of this idea,, (he arole^ 
and finding the portmanteau of cloaths which had 
been provided for her^ (he equipped herfelf, and 
went into the breakfaft-roora at leaft an hour be^ 
fore the ufual time of breakfeft. There was noi^ 
one in the room y on the table lay an unfiniflied 
letter, on which Rofina firft glanced her eye with* 
out curiofity, till recollecting that Lt might probably 
ftontainfomethin^ relative to herfelf> (he approach- 
ed the table,, ft ill. hefitating aad doubtful whether 
a (ituation like her's warranted a deviation front 

, that 
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that ftri£k rule of reftitude which in every former 
circumftancc had invariably influenced her con- 
duft. After a moment's refleftion, fhe thought 
herfelf fully authorifed to read the lettert which 
ran in the following ftrain. 

My Lord, 
THAT blundering booby has led us into jl 
damned hobble« The perfon whom he reprefented 
as the daughter of a gardener, turns out to be a 
young lady of family, nearly related to the Fitz* 
ofbornes of Ireland, and by them reared and edu- 
cated. You know it was with extreme relu6famc€ 
I engaged in this bufinefs, which now threatens the 
moft ferious confequences to us both* There is 
little doubt that on the young lady's enlargement 
you will be profecuted for forcibly earrybg her 
awa^y, and I for falfe imprifonment, though an in* 
diftnient on cither jground might be fufficient for 
us both. I am really extremely perplexed, and 
entreat your lordfhip will favour me with your in* 
ftrudtions by return of poft, I hope you will dc- 
vife fome means of extricating me from an afiair 
in which I had no motive to engage me but a zeal 
for your fervice. The young lady is of unblemiflled' 
reputation ; and were you to fee her, you would 
not be furprifed at Lord Raymond's paffion for her* 

Hot 
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Her charms ** might warm the coU hofom (f agei^ 
tiiey have fet mine completely in a glow. 

I have a great notion that Harris intends te^ 
peach: he grumbled (b much at his allotted re<* 
wardy that I was obliged to flop the. dog's throat: 
with twenty guineas more. His underftrappers>. 
too, (queezed ten a-piece out of me. There is no* 
^tisfying the rapacity of thefe rafcals r it is aIto»»- 
gether a damnable piece of bufmeis*^ 

As to our eleSibn, Crawford will undoubtedly^ 
be thrown out. I always knew he wanted fpirit 
to bleed freely. But, ^o confefs the truth, our^ 
▼oters are become fo devilifliry exorbitant in their 
demandls, that a candidate fhould: poiTefs the power 
which feWe attributes t© Midas, of converting every 
thing he touches to gold. At all events, however^^ 
ryou may bring him in for the borough.. 

Things went on, better at the affiles ' ■■■ . 



Roftna ftpod* with the unfinifhed letter in her^ 
kand) loft in aftonifliment, and utterly unable to^ 
conjecture to whom it was addrefled, or for what^ 

purpofe- 
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J)urpofe a nobleman, who was evidently a ftranger 
to her name, her quality, and her perlbn, could 
have contrived this iniquitous plan of forcing, hec 
away. The ftranger entered.. 

« So (faidhc) you have read my letter TV 

" I have read it," iaid Rofina» 

** And do you think fuch a gratification, of cir-* 
rioiity confiftent with thofe high-flown ideas of 
equity \j^chy on other (ub|e(5is>. you afFe£i to^ 
profefe?" 

''In difFerent circumftances I Qiould not, (faicK 
Roftna;) but, fituated as I am,, am I blameaUe if 
I feize any lights whieh accident may throw in my 
way, to clear the darknefs that furrounds me ?'^ 

^ Well, and what lights have you found I**' 

^ None,. I confefs. The letter I have read^ 
ierves but to increafe my wonder and perplexity,'^ 

'< It is undoubtedly a. very ftrange affair, (^re-^ 
turned he.) You fee by^this letter you have beenu 
confided to my care by the perfon to whom it i^. 

addxfiiTedt. 
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•ddrefled« This, then, may teach you to ceafe 
your felicitations foe liberty y for you cannot fup* 
pofe me bafe enough to be faithleis to my truft.'* 

<< To a truft of fo vile a nature, (returned Ro* 
fma,} it is infinitely more bafe to be faithful. But 
who is this perfon, this peer i and what interefl: 
can he poflibl^ have in confining me, to whom he 
is an utter ftranger^ in this dungeon V* 

» You mufl ]earn to reprefs this fruitlefs cu* 
riofity : when I am at liberty^ I will iatisfy all youf 
doubts; meantime> let us chufe fome other fubjeft^ 
for it is a pity that you, who fpeak fo prettily^ 
Ihould ever fpeak in vain." 

<< Ah I (faid Rofina>) when the heart is over- 
burthened with forrow, it will naturally expatiate 
on thofe fubjedls which lie mofl heavily on it» 
But I will afk no more queftions, fince you defire 
I ihould not. I have a requeft to make you«'* 

«Whatisitr» 

^ You mufl be confciotis from what I have told 
you of my flory, that did. I not efleem the appro- 
bation of my friend and benefiiftrefs as my firfl and 

deareil: ^ 
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deveft bleffing, I (hould be the moft ungrateful 
and wortblefs ot human beings. Think, then> how 
cruel an aggravation of my affliction muft be the 
knowledge ^at my cpndudl has been vilified to 
that friend, and how tormenting the conviction thaC 
my flight, which muft be fuppofed voluntary, will 
ftrongly corroborate the afperfions which have al- 
ready been caft on my character* SuflFer me, then, 
to write to Mrs. Fitzofborne ; even three words, 
Vour Rofina is innocent ! would fuffice for my 
vindication ; for (he knows, that whatever may be 
my errors and frailties^ it is not in my nature to 
deceive h^r.** 

^ My dear girl, how could you fuppofe I could 
confent to fuch a fcheme ! You muft certainly 
cither take me for an ideot, or defign to make me 
one. Can you imagine me fuch a fool as to give 
your friends a clue to unravel the myftery of your 
detention in this place, which, on every account^ 
it is fo much my intereft to conceal." 

<^ I would aiFord them no clue, (faid Rofma.) 
I would write but a few words, and you fhould 
yourfelf fee them/' 

« Even 



«io ' B O SI N A. 

« Even the poft-mark of your letter might af- 
ford one. Were 1 yiclined to deceive you, I might 
take your letter, and tell you I had fentitj but 
you fee it is my wifli to treat you with candour 
and generofity, if you will allow me* From what 
1 have gathered from your narrative, Mrs, Fitz- 
ofborne intends you for her fon; that fon, too, 
^oves you, .Roilna." 

« I never laid fo, (replied Rofinaj) it is trucy 
bis mother, wiihed us to form an union, and He£tor * 
Fitzofborne always treated^ me with the tcnderefl 
aiFe£t!on; but it was almoft that fpecies of af«* 
feftion which a brother might experience for a 
fifter/' 

. <^ Almoft! (repeated the flranger.) I think 
you have &id young Fitzofborne is handfome, knm 
Able, elegant, and accompli/hed." 

<< I have faid fo. (returned Rofina;) hs is indeed 
eminently amiable, and feems to unite the feducing 
foftnefs of the female fcx with the energy of cha- 
ra£ler that diftinguifhes his own." 

The ftranger's cheek glowed : he bit his lip. 

« Rofina 
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" Rofina (faid he) you muft not, for the pre- 
fent at leaft, have any intercourfe with thefe Fitz- 
ofbornes. If a plan which I meditate can be ef- 
fected, you fhall return to them, and return with 
honour ; your innocence triumphant over malice, 
and your reputation cleared from every oppro- 
brium. But for the prefent you muft think no 
more, of them.'' 

<< Not think of them ! (cried Rpfina,) not think 
of my generous friend, my more than mother, and 
her amiable Hedlor, the beloved companion vOf my 
childhood ! Dear friends, to whom I am indebted 
for the little my deftiny has left me, my innocence, 
my probity, the facred confolations of confcious 
integrity, whilft memory holds her feat in this bo-* 
fom, its firft pure afFe£lion fhall bs coni^rated ta 
your virtues I" 

*« You are very romantic (faid the ftranger, 
knitting his brows.). You would do better to 
reprefs thefe fruitlefs effufions of gratitude, or ihare 
them with a friend who can ferve you : at prefent 
the Fitzofborftes cannot." 

<( I havQ no friend but them,'' faid Rofina. 

« And 
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" And ft is evident from your conduct, that you 
defire to have no other. My friendfliip you deem 
not worth the pains of acquiring*^' 

t< Good Heaven! (faid Rofina,] how can I 
efteem the friendOiip of a perfon whom I have 
never Iben until within thefe eight days ! a perfon^ 
too, with whom I formed an acquaintance under 
circumflances fo unfavourable. Friendfhip is free 
and independent. Will the flave behold a friend 
in the cruel ta(k-mafter who confines and punUhes 

« *Tis well (cried the ftranger, rifing in a rage.) 
Notwithftanding the generous treatment you have 
received from me, I fee the light in which I am 
regarded. But 'there are fome natures which are 
only to be fubdued by ill ufage, perhaps/* He 
ilopped abruptly. 

<< I me^nt not to oiFend you," faid Roiinay 
greatly alarmed at his difpleafure. 

** You meant not to olFend me ! What elfe 
could you meaa by.fuch language^ Laft night I 
was honoured with the title of your gaoler, and 
to-day I am complimented with the odious ap- 
pellation of Uik-mafter/' 

<« Perhaps 
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<^ Perhaps I have been to blame (faid Rofma, 
diflblving in tears;) but furely the fretfulnefs in- 
cident to afflidlion fuch as mine may claim fome 
indulgence/' 

" And why will you thus afflift yourfelf ? ffaid 
he, approaching, her with a4oftened a^ccent.) 0> 
thefe tears are powerful auxiliaries ! When you 
have inflamed your indignation by your pride, your 
obftinacy, and perverfenefs, you have only to open 
thefe ready iluices, and extinguifli every fentiment 
of refentment. Strange, £dcinating creatures I 
what an unaccountable impulfe is this which forces * 
us to adore you even at the moment when you 
treat us with hatred and contempt." 

He feized her hands, aiid kifled them in a tran- 
fport that Teemed to be compounded of fondnefs 
and anger. 

«' Come, wipe off your tears, and eat your 
breakfaft (faid he;) don*t be a fool any longer. 
Before the expiration of a month, I hope you will 
have reafon to acknowledge me to be your beft 
and trueft friend/^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



MORE CONVERSATION. 



And now her eye's foft radiance ftem'd to fail, 
And now the crimfon of her cheek grew pale i 
The lily there, in faded beauty, ihews 
Its fickly Empire o'er the ifanquifli'd rofe. 

Miss Moore. 

THUS, for five days longer, did Rofina paf^ 
her hours with this perfon, who, though 
every hour feemed to increafe his prepofleffion for 
her, ftill obftinately refufed an explanation of thofe 
myfterious appearances which tortured her mind 
with a reftlefs curiofity : and though he kept within 
the bounds- of the diftant refpe(Jl flie impofed on 
him, it was eafy to perceive that this circuriifpeftion 
often coil him no trifling exertion of felf-com- 
M 6 mand. 



& O SI N A« 215 

mand. It is true, Rofina no loiiger loved Lord 

Raymond, but her tendernefs had been fucceeded 

by a melancholy void- which damped every fen- 

timent of pleafure, and prompted the inceflknt figh 

of ineffeftual regret. But, though her bofom had 

j been free from even the flighteft trace of a prior 

attachment, the impetuous and ungentle manners 

' of this ftranger, who was utterly unverfed in that 

I foft infinuative art which by eafy and unperceived 

approaches glides into the inmoft foldings of the 

bofom, was little calculated to attach the afFeflions 

of fuch a heart as Rofina's. Her invincible me« 

lancholy often incenfed him: he fometimes re« 

proached, and fometimes foothed her; fometimes 

he attempted to diifipate it by pleafantry, and often 

to vanquifh it by cxpoftulation ; and frequently, 

on finding it withftand all his exertions, he funk 

into a. gloomy morofenefs that filled her with ap- 

prehenfion. 

Corroded, meantime, withafflifiive retrofpefts 
of the paft, harrafTed with perpetual alarms, and 
tormented with melancholy forebodings, Rofina 
' entirely loft her appetite; flie fcarcely flept five 

minutes at a time, her fpirits were to the lafl de- 
gree exhaufted, and her conflifution proportionably 
enfeebled. On the fifth evening, as ihe fat at 

fuppcr 
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fiipper widi die ftnmgery he obrerved diat fhe turfli- 
ed afide, when fhe thought herfelf unperceived by 
him, to wipe away her tears.. 

^ I can endure it no longer !'' laid he, riiing io^ 
mpaifion. 

w What?*' iaidRofina, ftarting. 

« Your obftinacy and perverfenefs. I fee yon. 
ve determined to Icill yourfelf." 

*« Well (fald Rofina) my death would rid you 
of a burthen, and myfelf of a much greater. Ah, 
would to Heaven it were fo eafy to die !'' 

<< You fpeak in this ftrain on purpofe to tor- 
ment me, becaufe you know I cannot live without 
you." 

<^ Your life then ((aid Roilna} is likely tp be of 
fliort duration." 

*« Perhaps not; perhaps, perverfc as you are, 
I may yet prevent you from deftroying us both* 
Affairs muft be brought to a fpeedy ifliie. J can« 
iu>t fupport the delays of the poft: I wiU fet out 

for 
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for London to morrow morning. Shall I bring 
you any thing ? Can I do any thing for you ?** 

" You can do much for me," returned Rofina. 

*« What can I do ? . Let me for once^ have the 
^[ratification of pleafing you," 

<* You can reftore me to liberty," faid Rofina^ 

" Liberty ! liberty ! Can my fweet penfive 
nightingale fing no note but liberty in her cage f 
** I cannot get out, I cannot get out," would fuit 
you much better : for indeed, Rofina, you cannot 
get out, at leaft not at prefent," 

<« I have nothing more to lay, then (faid Ro* 
fina) if my doom be fixed, if there be no appeal to 
reafon or humanity ■ ■■ 

** O, let us hear no more of them ! I am fick 
of thefe hackneyed terms. You are like other 
fpecious pretenders : they dwell for ever on your 
lips, but that impenetrable bofom denies them ad- 
mittance. There is neither reafon in thus fooliflily 
and caufelefsly afHifting yourfelf, nor humanity in 
thus itiiferably tormenting me." 

Vol. IV. L « I vrilh 
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*( I wiflv not to torcDcnt you (faid Rofiiuu) I 
wouM bc^ glsid tQ make you happy, if I could**' 

<< Yqu can make me hapi^ (cried he, approach- 
ing her in a tranfport) inexpreffibly happy; but 
Bot by this coUnefs and averfion, not by thus 
{hrinking with trembliog apprehenfion from my 
touch, and evincing this perpetual diffidence of my 
honour.** 

<( I diftruft not your hooottr ((aid Rofina.) I 
'will believe, that, noHwitbftanding appearances, 
you are a good man,, and will deal by me wdtk 
ipl^grity*" 

^^ By Heaven, I intend it ! (cried he, catching 
her to his bread ;) and the man who could do 
otherwife, muffc be a brute and a villain. Lovdieft 
and fweeteft of human creatures, fear nothing : in 
your own innocence and purity you poflTefs an in« 
viojable protefUon. And now, will you not afibrd 
me one good wifh to fpeed me on my journey ?'' 

^ Yes,, ft thoufand," (aid Rofina« 

<< My deareft Rofina, my good ange]> and will 
you not wifli for my return? '* 

« Yes 
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« Yes (faid Rofina) for 1 fhall hope yott go to 
rfbift my deliverance/' 

•* And on that account only you ^ill Wifli for 

^ I fliaJl be glad to fee you,'*^ 

^ O', how colder than {ncvtj bow harder than 
adamant, is this bofoni) which, were we to judge 
hy the fehfibllity of your ey^s, we (hould fuppofe 
to be the refidence of the geddeft fufceptibility. 
Yet tell me, Rofma, wheil you hereafter find nie 
worthy of your afFedlion, will you not love me ?** 

« riovcyouf' faidRofini. 

<< And what, Madam, is ther^' in the (li))po- 
fition fo ftrange and unnatural, as thus to excite 
your aftonifhttlent i ** 

' ftofm^ paufed; and, fearful 6( irritating hidi, 
thought it beft to teitipori^ a little. 

<** I' diipute ilot ydur claim to the affeaiorik of 

i^mcn in every rrfpeft my fupcrior^ (replied (he) 

but, fituated as I am at prefent,-*my breaft, tbo. 

La fiiU 
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ftill fmarting with the difappointment of a recent 
attachment 

« Hang him for a worthlcfs wretch! (inter- 
rupted he.) If you are the girl of fpirit I take you 
to be, you will never throw away another thought 
on him> I fuppofe by this time he has got himfelf 
almoft married to Lady Eiihor, and God give him 
joy of his bargain. A man would go a damned 
way for money, and I am as fenfible as another of 
its value ; but I would fooner blow my brains out 
with a piftol, than tie myfelf for life to fuch a little 
ugly, infipid, foolilh, deformed, red-haired toad." 

*^ But I conceived (faid Rofma) that this treaty 
with Lady Elinor was entirely the work of the 
Earl, who endeavoured to force his fon into a con- 
nexion he abborrei" 

« A connexion he abhorred I ha, ha ! See 
what it is to be a courtier, and know how to whine 
and whimper, and tell lies with a good grace. The 
fon was quite as earneft for the match as the h" 
tfaer> and adbually carried on a correfpondence with 
his intended bride whilft he continued in Wales, 
laying fchemes to inveigle you, in whofe beauty 
and tendernefs, I fuppofe, he expelled to find a re- 
6 compence 
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compence for the heavy hours of matrimonial dull- 
nefs and difguft, which decency would oblige him 
to pafs with his little crooked rib.'* 

*« Abominable wretch !" exclaimed Rofina, 
whilft her face glowed with indignation." 

<< And yet this wretch^ abominable as he \f^ 
could find the way to that little foolifli, undifcern- 
iflg heart of thine, whilft a plain, honeft man, who 
truly loves you, knocks in vain for admittance. 
But all this is foreign to my purpofe. Will you 
promife to love me, if I releafe you from your cap- 
tivity i^ 

" How (faid Rofina) can I promife for my 
feelings at a future period ? I am however con* 
vinced, that I can never love any one whilft 1 
continue in this hated confinement.'' 

" Ah, thou crafty one ! Thou wouldeft throw 
out an artful bait of hope to allure me ! Well, oa 
my return we will talk more of thefe matters." 

He departed the next morning at day-bre;ak.. 

L 3 CHAP^ 
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CHAP. s:xv. 



AN UNjEXPECTED pRpPpSAL* 



ROSIN A, thus left a prey to her own melai^ 
choly refle£^ions, felt the heavinefs of de« 
j,e(3ioQ zjfgjp^ntpi by the glooin 9f folitiide : (he 
{ujf}]f, incQ .a |l4(e of mind not eaf^ly d^fpribed ; ih^ 
fflt a flo^y f^ver prpying uppn kqr c^nftitution : 
the bufy power of thought agitated her hr itx with 
a reAlefs adlivity that feemed almoft to threaten 
the difarrapigeipent of her ipt^lle^ls. Her pillow 
afforded no refuge from the tprmcntpr. If h?r 
eyes were clofed by trandent and broken ftumberS| 
it purfued her feverifli and bewildered imagination 
with dreadful phantoms of defpair and horror : it 
feemed to beat inceifantly in her heart, and to throb 
in every vein. Deaths for the firft tin^c, prrfented 

itfel^ 
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itfetf to her imagimition, not at die objed of hor- 
ror, but of hope. This was a fubjeit oh which 
Xofina, young and beaatifiil, carefled and happy, 
bad hitherto reflefted but little. In the gay, 
thoughtlefs hour of feftivc enjoyment, death ap- 
pears to the imagination as a hideous fpedtre ; ^er- 
ror and difir.ay follow in its train $ the flowers of 
Ancy wither at its approach, and the foft mufit of 
her enchanted fphere is loft in forrowful filence, 
or exchanged for fad notes of forrow and lament- 
ztiotk* It is the vifitations of pain, of forrow, and - 
of ficknefs, diat teach the gbomy and perturbed 
(pint to wander like a melancholy fpefire through 
the dreary regions of mortality; to haunt «• the 
vale funereal, the fad cyprefs gloom!'* and hover 
with keen anticipation over the laft refuge of mi- 
fery and defpair. To die ! to fleep ! to fteep in 
eternal oblivion diofe exquifitely tormenting fen- 
(ations which corroded her tortured bofom with 
angui{h almoft intolerable ! it was ^^ a confum- 
mation devoutly to be wifhed.'' But a fling re-* 
mained. To die unjuftiiied, to fink to the grave 
loaded with afperfion, her memory left a prey to 
calumny and detrafkion, without one friend to vin-* 
dicate her injured innocence, one tender bofom to 
receive her departing fighs, or one pious hand to 
clofe her tjcpiring eye-lids/* 

L 4 In 
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In fuch gloomy mtditations RoAna pafied awaj 
her heavy hours, until the ninth evening after the 
departure of the ftranger, as (he fat alone in the 
apartment deftined to her ufe, he abruptly entered 
it, and flying to her, caught her in his arms. 

Rofina, weak, exhaufted, and terrified at his 
impetuoflty, turned pale and trembled. 

** My love, my Roflna (cried he) for now I 
will call you mine, why this emotion i O, that I 
might interpret it as I could wiih ! Look up. ( 
bring you glad tidings of liberty and joy. Will 
you not fpeak to your deliverer, your friend, your 
hufband?" 

<^ My hufband ! (repeated Rolina, ftarting from 
him in utifpeakable aftoniihment.) purely you are 
frantic !" 

. ** Yes faith, half frantic with joy at the profpedk 
of the felicity which awaits us both ! I will now 
clear up all your doubts, and unravel every myf- 
tery. But I am extremely fatigued. I have tra- 
velled feven hundred miles fince I faw you. Let 
us firft get a glafs of wine ; and as foon as I can: 
rccoUefl: myfclf, I will tell you every thing." 

But, 
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But, as there were fomp cireumftances neceflary 
to the dev elopement of this myflerious tranfa£bion» 
with which the ftranger was imperfefUy acquaint- 
ed, and others which, for his own credit, he judged 
it expedient to fupprefs, we (hall prefent our read* 
ers with a more exad and impartial detail of them, 
dian that with which he thought proper to gratify.' 
Rofina. 



CHAP. XXVI. 



BXPLOITS^ OF THE LITTtE CROOKBACK.. 



THE reader will recolle£t^ that the fame morn-* 
ing on which Richard, by his machinations,, 
had fent ofF Nettleby and his companions poft-hafta 
to Ireland, he had himfelf fet out for London, at- 
tended by his trufty 'fquire, Gryffith ap Jenkin^ 
exulting in the fuccefs of his manoeuvres^ and little 
imagining the diftrefs and perplexity of which they 
were to be produAive to poor Rofina. 

L i A^> 
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As It was late in the evening when he arriTed 
in London, he thought it advifeable to fpend ^at 
night at an inn, and defer vifitlng the £arl> hia 
wncle, at whoie hoitfe he purpofed to remain during 
his continuance in town, until the next day. Ac- 
cordingly, he had no fooner fwaliowed his break* 
lift the enfuing morning, than be ftrode off to 
Pall Mall ; but being detained by ftopping to gasc 
at every ohjeSt which excited his curiofity in hi» 
wayy it was one o'clock when he reached the mag<» 
nificent refidence of his noble kinfinan. When he 
knocked at the door, the porter, who was Kttle ac-^ 
cuftomed to vifitants of fo uncouth an appearance^ 
demanded bis buiinefi in a furly tone» 

M What's that to you, you iinperttnafvt old 
hedgehog f (cried Richard* } My bufinels is with> 
the Early my uncle y and it is a crying fhame for 
bim to keep you here, like an old fiirly bulLdog^ 
to (hap and fiiaiL at every one that enters U» 

^ Your ufx;k F (cried ai footman,, who jjuft-then ' 
erofied the hall.) I ftncy, friend, you are mifta- 
ken^ This houft belongs to the Earl of L - m . . . ^ '^ 

^ I £uicy^ 
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«^*Ifency, Mr. Jackanapes, 1 amtiot miftafcen. 
I know who it belongs to as well as you can tell 
me, I believe I have been in it bdore ever you 
were, and ihall agaiii^ after you are hanged, in all 
probability*** 

This lincommoft kiiblenpe began* te impre& tfve 
footman with fome degree of refpefi. This> he 
thought, was not the ftyle of a poor relation, or 
petitioner for charity or prefermefitr None, he 
knagined, but a perfbn of confequence would dare 
to aflutne a tone (b haughty and eontemptuous ; 
and, on taking a fecond view of the figure of Ri- 
chard, be even began to fancy that he difcemed 
fomething of the air of a youth of fafhion in the 
negligence of his difhabille; for appearances, he 
knewy are often in thb refpe£b deceitful : be there- 
fore afked in a more fubmiffive tone who he iboaki 
acquaint the Earl defired to fee hkru 

« You need tell him^ nothing about the matter 
(cried Richard;) he'll know that when he fees 
me $ and I want to treat him with an agreeable 
furprife. I tell you, rafcal, he'll be ready to leap 
out of his Ikin^ and jump for joy, at the fight 
rfmc/^ 

The 
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The fervant ftared. 

« What docs the booby ftare at ?'* 

*^ His Lcrdfliip is at prefent engaged with his 
Grace the Duke of B (returned the foot- 

man) and gave poiitive orders that — — '^ 

<< His grace the duke of fiddleftick (interrupted 
Richard.) I tell you, you impertinent cur, I virill 
lug thefe powdered ears of yours, if you don't bring, 
me to him immediately. Do you think I have 
travelled three hundred miles to ftand here jawing, 
with you all day." 

The footman, confufed and hefitating, caft his. 
eyes towards a door at the farther end of the halL 
Richard tranflated the look with his accuftomed 
fagacity ; and Skipping towards it, thruft the fer- 
vant afide when he attempted to prevent his open*-^ 
ing it, and without ceremony bolted into the apart- 
ment, where the Earl of L — — , and the Duke of 

B , father of Lady Elinor Lefley, were engaged. 

in deep confabulation. 

" How do you do, uncle ? (cried Richard, ftriding 
up to the Dukcx whofe figure firft happened to at- 

traflL 
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trafl: his attention, and Ihaking him heartily by the 
band,) how do you do, uncle? I ana very glad 
to fee you. I hope you enjoy good health. I am 
rejoiced to find you in fuch a fine ftate of pre- 
fervation. By Jove, you are a hearty old buck 
as any I know of your ftanding, fat and jolly, 
•gad." 

The Duke received this rough falutation in 
filent aftonifhment, whilft the Earl, beginning to 
recolle£i: Richard, whofe figure, ifoncefeen, was 
not eafily forgotten, exclaimed, <> Richard Eve* 
lyn!" 

Richard, on hearing his name pronounced, in- 
flantly perceived his miftake; and (kipping up to 
the Earl, whofe long (keleton figure he inftantly 
recognifed, cried out, << So, I have been out in 
my reckoning, it feems. Lord, how could I be 
fo ihiftaken I Faith, uncle, I was pondering how 
you came by fo much good flefli on your bones ; 
for t remember you were always one of Pharaoh's 
lean kine ! Well, I am heartily rejoiced to fee 
ypu, neverthelefs." 

The Earl's firft idea was to enquire of Richard 
for his fon } but fearing left the queftion might 

lead 
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lead to explanations which the prefence of ibt 
Duke might render di&greeable and inconvenwat^ 
be thought it fiUer to repreft his cariofity for the 
preient i and defiring Richard to be ieatcd, made 
fome trivial enquiries relative to his journey, die 
weather, &c« and, amongft others, how long he 
meant to continue in London ? racking his inven- 
tion, meantime, for fome plan to be fpeedily rid 
of him." 

Richard refdied that he fiiould not ftay above a 
week or ten daysj *' only long enough (continued 
be) to get myfelf decently rigged, and fee any 
fights worth feeing : for you muft know my mo* 
ther is bent upon making a fchohr of me i and fo, 
at long run, (he has perfuaded me to put myfelf 
under the care and tuition of fome old codger that 
lives near London, and keeps a fort of academy 
for grown gentlemen: fo I refolved not to pafs fq 
near London without taking my fling a little, and 
coming to fpend fome (hort tinobe with you ^ for I 
thought, uncle, that was the leaft I could do.*^ 

<« I am exceedingly obliged to you (returned 
the Earl.) I certainly regard this vifit as a par- 
ticular favour* But — — ^!^ 
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« O, as tP lU bc'ug aoy great hrcnr (inter- 
nif>ted Richard) I think nothing at all about it; 
it i$ quite a matter of friendihipi and there is no 
great complim^t on any fide/' 

w Pray^ where do you lodge, coufin Richard V* 
afked the Earl) who meant to in^uate by the 
queftion that he underftood not that it was Ri** 
ehard's infiention to take up bis abode in his man* 
fionr 

<« Why^ laft night I lodged at the inn we put 
up at (replied Richard.) J would have come here 
to you direAlyi indeed^ only that it waa not h 
convenient to get my luggage brought here at that 
time of night, and I ihould have been deviliflily 
afraid to leave it behind me » for the newfpapers 
are fo ftuiFed with the rogueries of your London 
iharpers and fwindlers, that it makes a perfon keep 
a fbarp look-out, you fee, Befides, I was afraid 
of not finding you at home, fo I refolved to keep 
to my quarters." 

« A very difcreet refolution (replied his Lord- 
fbip.) I am indeed very fcldom at home, either 
evening or mornings and it happens moft pccu- 
liarly unlucky that I have at prefent more en^ 

gagementa 
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gagements of bufinefs than I hare ever yet been 
burthened with, which rouft inevitably deprive me 
of the pleafure which, in other circumftances, I 
might promife myfelf in your fociety. But, during 
the fhort ftay you intend to make, I (hould think 
you might find agreeable and comfortable accom-* 
modation at the London Coffee-Houfe." 

« O, as to that (faid Richard) it is the leaft of 
my thoughts to go to any fuch place. When a 
man has a near relation's houfe to go to, it would 
be a very unnatural thing of him to prefer a ftrange 
place. I believe Gryffith will be here with my 
trunks and luggage in half an hour." 

« Here with your trunks and luggage! (ex- 
claimed his Lordfhip.) You intend, then, to fix 
your abode here*" 

« Aye, to be fure I do (replied Richard.) 
Where elfe ihould I go, but to my own uncle's 
houfe!" 

A paufe enfued, during which Richard had lei- 
fure to obferve, that his noble uncle was not fo 
greatly delighted with his promifed vifitation as he 
had promifed himfelf he ihould have found bim. 

*Ut 
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« It Is indeed very unfortunate (faid the Earl) 
that your vifit fhould be made at a feafon when it 
is utterly out of my power to receive you as I could 
wifti. Had you been fo obliging as to give mc 
previous notice of the favour you intended me, I 
ihould have contrived to have been prepared for 
your reception. But at prefent, as I have work- 
men in, every apartment in my houfe, though it 
diftreffes me extremely, I really have not a cham- 
ber to offer you," 

The doubts which Richard had already begun 
to entertain concerning the cordiality of his re^ 
ception, were confiderably augmented by this con- 
verfation ; but he determined to try his Lordfliip's 
fincerity ftill farther. 

<< O, as to that matter (faid he) a garret will 
ferve my turn as ^ell as the beft room in your 
houfe. You know I have been ufed to clear air, 
up in the Welfh mountains ; and, in refpedt to 
your being fo hiuch engaged, it would be very un- 
reafonable in me to expedt you to ftay at home to 
entertain me. All you have to do, is to give your 
ferva,nts a great charge to make much of me. - I 
warrant I'll fadge well enough for as long as I 
have tQ ftay.'* 

« It 
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<« It would be highly improper, Mr. Evelyn 
(replied the '£airl in a fret) to devolve on my fer- 
vants the care of entertaining you, and what my 
refyed for your family will by no means permit me 
to agree to* Circumftanced as I am at prefenf, this 
vifit was really very mal a propos. I am juft now 
engaged on bufinefs of the utmoft importance with 
this nobleman, the Duke of B«-^^-«— *', whofe time 
is of too much confequence to the public welfare^ 
to be wafted in attending to our converfation. I 
muft therefore entreat you will have the goodnefs 
' to retire to another apartment, if it (bould not be 
agreeable to you at prcfcnt to fhorten your vifit. 
You will pejoice me extremely by favouring mtf 
with your company at fome other period ; and you 
may depend upon my fending to requeft that plea- 
fure the very firft moment that I find myfelf at 
liberty to enjoy it.'* 

« (EX dear (faid RicKard, diflembHng^ his rcfcnt-ir 
mentv and determined to torment him as ilittch as 
poffible;) Surely, if you have anybufinefs to fetde 
with that other old gentleman^ I can readily leav^ 
you to yourfelves for an* hour or two.- I can &AI 
into Weftminfter Abbey,, to fee if the old Gre- 
cians have got their jacketis bru(hed finc« Ifaw 
them laft. Then I can juft ftep down to thtf 
5 water- 
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iKrater-fide, to vifit my old friends, the lions in the 
Tower, and fo take a turn back to my inn, clap 
on a clean (hirt, get my nob drudged, and be with 
you at dinner/* 

«« It is impoflible for me to have the honour of 
your company to-day ((aid the Earl, impatiently.) 
I have been engaged for this day thefe five weeks." 

** Well, you know I was no conjuror to tell 
that," faid Richard. 

Here another paufe enfued, which was fucccded 
by fomc general coaver(ktion between the noble- 
men. Richard, meantime, fully convinced that 
this loving; uncle, from whom he had promifed 
himfelf the moff aiFe£lionate reception, and the 
moft hofpitable entertainment, wiflied only for a 
pretence to be decently rid of him, fat in filent 
difpleafure, meditating revenge ; and the mifchie- 
vous daemon, whofe infpirations he fo implicitly 
obeyed, foon fuggefted to him a mode of reta- 
iiationy which promifed him ample compenfation 
for the'afffdnt he had received. 
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